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Our February Meeting 
The February 10 AFS meeting will feature AFS member 

Reggie Finley, who will speak on “My Experiences as a 
Psychic for the Psychic Network.”  Reggie is well known 
on the internet as “The Infidel Guy” and has a popular 
internet radio show called “Live with the Internet Infidel.”  
For details, see http.//www.infidelguy.com. 

Mr. Finley, a 28 year old native Atlantan, is co-founder 
of The Atheist Network (www.atheistnetwork.com), a site 
that features a variety of atheist broadcasters discussing 
topics such as philosophy, science, politics and religion.  

The AFS Center is at Suite 500, 1170 Grimes Bridge 
Road, in Roswell, GA.  To get there,  take I-400 north from 
Atlanta past I-285 by 8 miles to Exit 7B, which is GA-140.  
Take GA-140 (Holcomb Bridge Road) west about 1 mile 
and turn left at Grimes Bridge Road.  Go 0.2 miles to 1170 
Grimes Bridge Road, which is on the right.   

 

Humanists of Georgia Meeting 
The Humanists of Georgia will meet at the AFS Center at 

12:30 on Feb 24.  Dr. Bill Dusenberry will speak on “The Cur-
rent US Drug Laws ― a Menace to Democracy.”  Their new 
president for this year is AFS member Stephen Burnett. 

 

Fellowship of Reason Meeting 
    The Fellowship of Reason will meet at 12:30 PM on 
March 3 at the Northwest Unitarian Universalist Con-
gregation, 1025 Mount Vernon Highway in Atlanta.  For 
details, see www.kindreason.com.  
 

Alice Leitner Moves to New Jersey 
Alice Leitner, AFS Vice President for Internal Commu-

nication has moved to New Jersey!  We wish Alice all the 
best in her new adventures there. 

At the January AFS Board Meeting, Tony King was cho-
sen to fill Alice’s position.  The AFS Hike will now be co-
ordinated by Lew Southern.  Steve Yothment will coor-
dinate the AFS Game Night and Discussion Group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

AFS Activities 
The AFS Discussion Group will meet on Sunday, Febru-

ary 17, from 4 to 6 PM at the AFS Center.    
The AFS Game Night will be on Friday, February 22 at 

7:00 PM.  This month, we hope to view the film Blasphemy 
at the AFS Center on Game Night.  

For info on above activities, call Steve Yothment at 770-
339-8394 or email him at SteveYoth@aol.com.  

The AFS Hike will be on Sunday, March 3, at 10:00 AM 
at the Island Ford Branch of the Chattahoochee River Na-
tional Recreation Area.  To get there from Atlanta, take I-
400 North to the Northridge Road exit; stay in the right 
lane and cross over I-400, then take an immediate right 
onto Dunwoody Place.  Go right at the second light on 
Roberts Drive.  The park entrance is on the right less than a 
mile ahead.  Meet at the end of the road.  For info, call Lew 
Southern, 770-509-8272. 

 

The AFS Social 
The AFS Social will be at Rio Bravo Cantina at 3172 

Roswell Road NE on Friday, February 15, at 7:00 PM. 
Please RSVP to Steve Yothment at 770-339-8394 or send 
email to steveyoth@aol.com. 

To get there, get on I-85 and take Exit 101, 14th Street, to 
the east.  Go 0.2 miles to W. Peachtree Street.  Turn left 
(north).  Go 4.0 miles on Peachtree Street (which becomes 
Peachtree Road) to Roswell Road. Turn slightly left onto 
Roswell Road and go 0.2 miles to Rio Bravo Cantina.   

  

PR Person Needed 

The Atlanta Freethought Society is looking for a Public 
Relations Coordinator.  Do you have this skill?  Would you 
like to help?  If so, please see Judy Thompson.  
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Meetings and Activities 
Feb 10:   AFS General Meeting at AFS Center, 1:00 PM. 
Feb 15:   AFS Social, Rio Bravo Cantina, 7:00 PM. 
Feb 17:   AFS Discussion Group at AFS Center, 4:00 PM. 
Feb 22:   AFS Game Night at AFS Center, 7:00 PM. 
Feb 24:   AFS Board Meeting at AFS Center, 11:00 AM. 
Feb 24:   Humanists of Georgia at AFS Center, 12:30 PM. 
Mar 3:    AFS Hike, Chattahoochee River, 10:00 AM. 
Mar 3:    Fellowship of Reason meets at NUUC, 12:30 PM. 
 

Save money on long distance and help AFS!  There is no monthly fee; calls are 40 cents for up to 10 minutes, and      
4 cents per minute thereafter.  Dial 10-15-335-1-area code-number.  At the prompt, enter the AFS code: 215152. 

“The idea that God is an oversized white male with a flowing 
beard who sits in the sky and tallies the fall of every sparrow 
is ludicrous.  But if by ‘God’ one means the set of physical 
laws that govern the universe, then clearly there is such a God.  
This God is emotionally unsatisfying… It does not make much 
sense to pray to the Law of Gravity.”      – Carl Sagan 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Programs and Speakers 
All programs are on the second Sunday of each month at the AFS Center, 1170 
Grimes Bridge Road, Roswell, GA, unless otherwise noted.  Programs start at 1:00 
PM, but feel free to arrive at 12:00 for socializing.  Visitors are always welcome. 
 

Feb 10: AFS member Reggie Finley will speak on “My Experiences as a Psychic 
for the Psychic Network.”  Reggie is well known as the Internet’s “Infidel Guy” 
and has a popular internet radio show called “Live with the Internet Infidel.”  For 
details, see http://www.infidelguy.com.   
 

Mar 10:  Andrea Lynn Steele, author of Your Preacher May Not Want You To Read 

This, will speak on “Raising Independent Thinkers.”  (Read about her book at 
http://www.yourpreacher.com.)   
 

Apr 14: TBD 
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The Atlanta Freethought Society is a member-run organization dedi-
cated to advancing freethought and protecting the rights and reputation of 
freethinkers, agnostics, atheists and humanists. We welcome anyone who is 
interested in learning about the advantages of living life free of religious 
dogma through speeches, debates, discussions, protests, letters to the editor, 
broadcast appearances, and any other reasonable and civil means available.   

We define freethought as “the forming of opinions about life in general 
and religion in particular on the basis of reason and the evidence of our 
senses, independently of tradition, authority, or established belief.” 

We actively support a strict separation of church and state as the best 
means to guarantee liberty for all, regardless of religious belief or, especial-
ly, lack of belief. 

We seek to educate ourselves on many topics but especially on religion 
and non-religion, primarily through having a series of thought-provoking 
speakers and programs and by maintaining and using our own extensive 
library of freethought, religious, and related books, pamphlets, videotapes, 
and audiotapes. 

We provide an organization where freethinkers and non-theists can de-
velop friendships, talk freely, socialize and enjoy each other’s company.  
We do not discriminate against anyone on such irrelevant grounds as race, 
sexual orientation, age, gender, class, or physical disability.  We welcome 
members and leaders of all political parties and preferences.  

Because we are designated by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) educational organi-
zation, contributions to us are tax deductible. 

Any who are like-minded are welcome to join us. 
 

 

Atlanta Freethought News  

an AFS publication 
 

Editor 

Steve Yothment 
 

How to Contact the Editor 

 Send correspondence to AFS at:   
1170 Grimes Bridge Road, Suite 500 

Roswell, GA  30075-3905 
 or phone Steve at 770-339-8394 

 or send e-mail to SteveYoth@aol.com. 
 

Atlanta Freethought Society 
 

  President 

Judy Thompson – 404-296-2020 
 

VP for Internal Communication 
Tony King – 706-886-9224 

 

VP for External Communication 
Steve Yothment – 770-339-8394 

 

Treasurer 

Mirza Choudhury – 404-805-2020 
 

Board of Directors 

Ram Avtar – 770-381-7933 
Bill Burton – 770-469-1228 
Joel Kollin – 770-392-7958  

Pierce Mahony – 404-634-1697 
David Patterson – 678-309-9160 
Lew Southern – 770-509-8272 

 

The Atlanta Freethought News 

Vol. 8, Number 2, February 2002 

is copyright  2002 by The Atlanta 
Freethought Society, Inc. 

Signed articles are all copyright  
2002 by their respective authors. 

 

For membership and subscription  
information, contact AFS at: 

 1170 Grimes Bridge Road, Suite 
500, Roswell, GA  30075-3905 

 

Membership in AFS is $20 / year for in-
dividuals, $30 for households, and $10 
for students/low income/under 21.  Sus-
taining members (individual) $100 and 
sustaining members (households) $125.  
Subscriptions alone are $15 for 12 issues, 
$20 to Canada/Mexico, $25 for other ad-
dresses.  Please make checks and money 

orders payable to  
Atlanta Freethought Society, Inc. 

 

Visit our World Wide Web site at 

www.atlantafreethought.org.    

Send E-mail to 
afs@atlantafreethought.org.  

AFS Webmaster:  Ken Cummings 

Call the AFS Infoline: 770-641-2903    

  Join the AFS Forum e-mail list by sending a blank message to afs-forum-subscribe 
@yahoogroups.com.  Join the AFS Announcements list by sending a blank message 
to afs-announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. To unsubscribe, send a blank email 

to afs-forum-unsubscribe or afs-announce-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com. 



 
 

Freethought News 
 

ACLU OF TN CHALLENGES POSTING 
OF TEN COMMANDMENTS IN COUNTY 

BUILDINGS 
The ACLU of Tennessee reported 

on January 29 that they filed a lawsuit 
challenging the posting of the Ten 
Commandments in public buildings 
in Hamilton County.  

“The posting of the Ten Command-
ments in public buildings is divisive 
to religious diversity,” said Hedy 
Weinberg, Executive Director of the 
ACLU of Tennessee. “The role of go-
vernment is to ensure that individuals 
have the freedom to choose whether 
or not they want to adhere to a par-
ticular religious faith. However, when 
government promotes religion, that 
right to religious freedom is jeopard-
ized.”  

In the lawsuit, the ACLU argues 
that the posting of the Ten Command-
ments violates the Establishment 
Clause of the First Amendment, 
which prohibits government from 
promoting or supporting religious 
doctrine. The postings are in the Ham-
ilton County Juvenile Court Buil-ding, 
the Hamilton County Chatta-nooga 
Courts Building, and the Ha-milton 
County Courthouse.  

The ACLU is asking the court to 
order the removal of the three Ten 
Commandments displays in order to 
protect religious freedom for all Ham-
ilton County residents.  

“I believe firmly in the moral les-
sons that we have learned from the 
Ten Commandments,” said local resi-
dent and ACLU client Robert Siskin. 
“However, when the government 
posts a religious document such as the 
Ten Commandments, it gives prefer-
ence to one religious belief over ano-
ther and threatens religious liberty. 
This country was founded by people 
who came seeking religious liberty. 
Religious liberty means having the 
right to select the religion you prefer 
or no religion at all.”  

Reverend Roland Johnson, Jr., an-
other ACLU client in the case, added, 
“It is a dangerous thing when politi-
cians attempt to co-opt religion

for their own selfish agenda.”  
Hugh Hamilton of Chattanooga 

and Susan Kay of Nashville are acting 
as ACLU cooperating attorneys in the 
case.  

The ACLU brought the lawsuit at 
the request of local clergy and con-
cerned residents, Weinberg explained, 
to ensure that individuals have the 
right to decide for themselves whe-
ther to practice a particular religious 
faith or to post the Ten Command-
ments in their homes or businesses.  

“Were the government to prohibit 
the posting of the Ten Command-
ments in private homes or businesses, 
the ACLU would fight to protect the 
peoples’ right to promote their reli-
gious beliefs and practice their reli-
gious faiths. That is what we are here 
for,” she said.  
―――――――――――――――――――――― 
PAC FORMED BY SUPPORTERS OF TEN 
COMMANDMENTS AMENDMENT  

Bob Johnson of the Associated 
Press reported on January 7 that a po-
litical action committee was formed in 
Montgomery, AL, to fight the re-
election of legislators who oppose a 
constitutional amendment to allow 
display of the Ten Commandments in 
Alabama schools.  

Dean Young, executive director of 
the Gadsden-based Christian Family 
Association, said the amendment will 
be proposed in the regular session of 
the Legislature.  

Young told a news conference that 
the amendment, if passed by the Leg-
islature and approved by voters, 
would give local schools the option of 
allowing display of the command-
ments.  

The Ten Commandments amend-
ment passed the Senate last year. It 
died in the House because it did not 
come up for a vote in the elections 
committee, chaired by House majority 
leader Rep. Ken Guin, D-Carbon Hill.  

Young said that Guin, and possibly 
other legislators, would be targeted 
for defeat in this year’s elections by 
the newly formed PAC if the amend-
ment dies in the elections committee.  

“We’ve stood by far too long and 
let acknowledgement of God disap-
pear from our schools,” Young said. 
“The Ten Commandments show there 
is a God.”  

Young said the newly formed PAC 
will be active in Guin’s rural north-
west Alabama district, if the amend-
ment does not come up for a vote in 
the elections committee.  

“If it doesn’t come out, we will 
spend every dime we’ve got to make 
sure the people in his district know,” 
Young said. “Ken Guin will be 
crushed politically.”  

Guin said he was not worried about 
being the target of the newly founded 
political action committee.  
―――――――――――――――――――――― 
BUSH STILL PUSHING VOUCHERS 

Congress rejected private-school 
vouchers last year, but President Bush 
just won’t take “No” for an answer. 

In his 2003 budget released Mon-
day, February 4, Bush proposes giving 
tax dollars to families trying to get 
their children out of struggling public 
schools. But rather than give families 
money for private-school tuition, 
Bush now wants lawmakers to give a 
tax credit of up to $2,500. 

The allowance could be collected 
even by families who don’t owe 
$2,500 in taxes, as long as they spend 
at least $5,000 to send a child from a 
failing public school to a private 
school.  Families could also recoup the 
costs of sending a child to a different 
public school, or of home schooling. 
Covered expenses would include 
transportation, textbooks and home 
computers.  

The benefit would cost an esti-
mated $3.7 billion over five years. 

Undersecretary of Education Eu-
gene Hickok said the benefit would be 
primarily for low-income families, but 
that wealthier families living near 
struggling public schools and sending 
their children to private schools could 
probably also take advantage of the 
credit.  

In his budget, Bush also asked Con-
gress for $75 million to help school dis-  
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tricts research and develop voucher 
and public-school transfer programs. 

When Congress approved Bush’s 
education plan last year, lawmakers 
modified his voucher proposal, allow-
ing poor families access to tutoring or 
transportation if their children attend 
schools with persistently poor student 
scores on reading and math tests.  

The Education Department esti-
mates that 4.5 million children attend 
schools that need substantial im-
provement. 
―――――――――――――――――――――― 
ROBERTSON PUSHES BILL ALLOWING 
CHURCHES TO ENDORSE POLITICAL 

CANDIDATES 

Only a month after Pat Robertson 
resigned from the Christian Coalition 
and promised to devote his time to re-
ligious ministry, the TV preacher has 
returned to hardball politics. 

On his Christian Broadcasting Net-
work show on January 7, Robertson 
promoted a House bill that would re-
vise provisions of federal tax law and 
allow houses of worship to en-dorse 
political candidates. The mea-sure, 
H.R. 2357, has been  introduced by 
Rep. Walter Jones (R-N.C.) and has 
110 cosponsors, almost all of them 
Republicans. 

Appearing as a guest on Robert-
son’s “700 Club,” Jones urged the 
program’s estimated one million 
viewers to contact their House mem-
bers and pressure Rep. Bill Thomas, 
chair of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, to schedule a hearing on the 
bill in March. Jones said the measure 
was drafted by the American Center 
for Law and Justice, the legal arm of 
Robertson’s religio-political empire. 

The push for the Jones bill comes in 
an election year when control of the  
Congress is up for grabs. In recent 
weeks, White House political strate-
gists have expressed concern that 
evangelical Christians did not vote for 
Bush in 2000 in expected numbers. 
The Jones bill and Robertson’s enthu-
siastic support for it may be part of a 
move to spark GOP endorsements by 

by conservative churches in the 2002 
and 2004 elections. 

Robertson made the partisan char-
acter of the Jones bill clear. Railing 
against the “draconian” character of 
federal tax law, Robertson said on the 
show, “As it is now, if somebody 
comes out and says, ‘I support George 
Bush,’ theoretically the IRS can come 
in and take away their tax exemp-
tion.” 

Robertson’s attempt to change fed-
eral tax law and prod America’s 
churches into partisan politics comes 
only four weeks after his Dec. 5 an-
nouncement that he was quitting as 
president of the Christian Coalition to 
push national revival and “focus on 
those things that will bring forth the 
greatest spiritual benefit.” 

Robertson’s critics were not sur-
prised at his quick relapse into parti-
san politics.  “This leopard will never 
change his spots,” said Barry Lynn, 
executive director of Americans 
United for Separation of Church and 
State. “Robertson is as interested in 
winning votes for the Republicans as 
he is in winning souls.” 

During today’s show, Robertson 
charged that Americans United has 
sent a “scare letter out to churches 
which was filled with misinformation” 
about involvement in politics. In fact, 
Americans United has simply provi-
ded accurate informational materials 
to church leaders about the kinds of 
activities that are allowed and forbid-
den under federal tax law. 

Said AU’s Lynn, “Robertson will 
never give up his dream of forging 
churches into a partisan political ma-
chine. If that dream ever comes true, it 
will be a nightmare for Ameri-ca. Both 
religion and government are harmed 
when the two are recklessly mixed.”  
[From auactivist@au.org.] 
―――――――――――――――――――――― 

RELIGIOUS GROUP EXPECTS 
COMPROMISE ON DAY-CARE 

Sean Mussenden of the Orlando 
Sentinel reported on January 29 that a 
Volusia County (Florida) lawmaker is 
backing off her drive to place church-

run child-care centers under state 
regulation.  State Rep. Evelyn Lynn, 
R-Ormond Beach, sought to license 
the roughly 500 facilities statewide af-
ter a 2-year-old girl died while atten-
ding a faith-based day-care center. 

But lobbyists said Lynn has agreed 
to a compromise that would require 
church day cares to follow most state 
standards but let them police them-
selves. The state also would keep out 
of hiring practices, discipline matters 
and teacher training at the centers. 

Lynn said that a change was in the 
works, but nothing was final. “All 
child-care facilities must be safe,” she 
said. 

Her campaign to change the law 
began with the death of Zaniyah 
Hinson, who was left for three hours 
inside a hot minivan in August after a 
day-care trip. A teacher at the Abun-
dant Life Academy of Learning in 
Daytona Beach failed to make sure all 
the children left the van. 

Such checks are one of the require-
ments for state-licensed facilities. 

“Making faith-based day cares 
comply with state regulations is a 
good first step, but allowing them to 
enforce the regulations renders that 
step meaningless,” said Jack Levine, 
president of the Center for Florida’s 
Children. 

“I don’t believe that paper protects 
children. We can have any kind of 
statutory guidance, but unless there is 
a clear and consistent enforcement 
capacity, even good legislation can 
hold a false promise,” he said. 

Benjamin Crump, a Tallahassee 
lawyer representing the Hinson fami-
ly, said Zaniyah’s death illustrates the 
shortcomings of having religious 
groups police themselves. The Abun-
dant Life Academy was accredited by 
the Florida League of Christian 
Schools at the time of the child’s death. 

“You need the power of the state to 
make sure the rules are followed,” 
Crump said. 

The bill still faces obstacles, inclu-
ding four committee stops, before it 
gets to the House floor. 
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The one defining quality about Darwin Day is that it accepts and defends evolution and science education and 

challenges the creationist movement.  The main focus of the program, however, is not to provide a defense against 

creationism but instead to promote and celebrate science and humanity.  It is also not attached to any religious be-

lief or lack thereof.  Both religious and non-religious evolutionists are encouraged to participate. 

 

 

There are a lot of freethought organizations involved in the Darwin Day Program.  

 Does this mean Darwin Day is non-religious or anti-religious? 
 

No. The Darwin Day Program is neither non-religious nor anti-religious. The topic of religion will undoubtedly come up at events and 
activities however, largely because the theory of evolution continues to be misinterpreted as a threat to religious belief. The life sci-
ences continue to evoke controversy that fall within the realm of many religions. The creationist movement, being founded on a literal 
interpretation of the Bible, and having religion and politics as primary agendas, will also increase the likelihood that the topic of relig-
ion will surface every now and then, especially if the activity in question is a direct challenge to creationism, such as the popular evo-
lution/creationist debates. In addition, because of the historical battles between religion and science and similar battles and reconcilia-
tions that continue to capture our attention and interest today, religion may play a role within the Darwin Day celebrations. The 
Celebration itself, however, does not promote religion or non-religion and especially not anti-religion. Groups, organizations, and in-
dividuals of all religious flavors or lack thereof, are invited to celebrate Darwin Day and the promotion of science and humanity.  

 

Creationists equate evolution with atheism, claiming the theory has an underlying philosophical assump-

tion that is non-religious or even anti-religious.  By promoting the Darwin Day Celebrations within the 

freethought community are you not simply helping them propagate this myth further and adding fuel to 

the fire that reputable science organizations are attempting to extinguish?  In other words, are you not 

harming science literacy and the defense of evolution and science education by creating this program? 
 

The propaganda and misinformation being spread that evolution is a belief or a religion stemming from the atheist/naturalist/secular 
humanist philosophy is false.  Who better to help show the fallacies of this claim than the secular community?  Regardless, the focus 
of the Darwin Day Program is not on the religious beliefs of the participants involved and the diversity among the beliefs of program 
participants should provide evidence for this. To address another issue within the above question, the program has been designed with 
these concerns and sentiments taken into consideration. Program directors will use careful thought and analyses in all program devel-
opments (although this is not to suggest we will eliminate all fun and lighthearted ideas and suggestions.) Advisors for the program 
have been chosen based on their expertise and will aid in ensuring that the Darwin Day Celebrations help, not hinder, the promotion of 
science literacy and the defense of evolution and science education in our societies. Program Directors will also continue to welcome 
and encourage feedback and thoughtful criticism on all aspects of the program.  
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Charles Darwin  

Why Celebrate Darwin Day? 
What’s behind it? 

 

An explanation from the Darwin Day website. 
 

For more on the subject, go to 

www.darwinday.org. 

 

Darwin Day is Tuesday, February 12 
 

Darwin Day is not owned by any individual or organi-
zation     it is a celebration for one and all. 

 

We encourage all science-enthusiasts to join us in the 
celebrations, whether as groups, schools, classrooms, 

organizations, businesses or individuals. 

 



  

 
So, where can I participate in a Darwin Day Celebration? 

Celebrate Darwin Day with the University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
(Sponsored by the Tennessee Darwin Coalition) 

 

Teachers Workshop by Dr. Massimo Pigliucci and Dr. Mitch Cruzan: 

Approaching Creationism in Science Classes as an Exercise in Critical Thinking 
 

Keynote Address by Dr. Elliot Sober: 

Philosophical Objections to Intelligent Design Theory 
 

For a full schedule, please go to http://fp.bio.utk.edu/darwin 
 

 

AFS Board Meeting Minutes for January 
Date/Date/Time: 1/27/02; Sunday;  
                          11:00 AM 
Where:   AFS Center 
In Attendance: Judy Thompson, Alice 
Leitner, Bill Burton, Tony King, Mirza 
Choudhury, Pierce Mahoney, Ram Avtar, 
Lew Southern, Steve Yothment 

Minutes Prepared By: Bill Burton 
 

●Corrections to December minutes: None. 
December minutes approved as read. 

 

  TREASURER'S REPORT (Mirza): 

●There has been a significant drop in cash-
on-hand due to the refinancing of the 
Center.  

●Shipping Expense was three times Ship-
ping and Handling Income: this was 
judged due to business with Amazon 
.com.  It is suggested that another outlet 
(for instance, Chapter 11 Bookstores) 
should be pursued as an outlet.  

●Payments have been made to the Build-
ing Loan.  

●The collection of financing pledges needs 
to be improved. 

  (Bill agreed to bring up the matter of 
pledge collection with Ried Crowe, Chair 
of the Financial Committee. 

 PUBLISHING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 (Bill): 

●The Publishing Committee needs volun-
teers, but the Kagin book is coming along, 
if slowly. 

●Judy agreed to work on the organization 
of the Kagin book and suggested that 
Amanda Faulkenberry be contacted for 
cartoon work. 

●The Kagin book height and width are to 
be the same as that of Bible Bloopers. 

 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE REPORT  
(Steve): 

●Steve will go to the Condo Association 
Meeting about the need for a handicap 
ramp at the AFS Center. 

●Steve agreed to contract with a carpet 
cleaner to clean the AFS Center carpets. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

Financing of pledges: 

●We need to send out renewal notices to 
those who have pledged. Bill agreed to 
talk with Ried about sending out notices. 
 

Raising of dues: 

●Mirza suggested raising dues to $25.  Bill 
agreed to talk with Reid about an increase. 

Gay/Lesbian Pride application: 

●Judy agreed to contact Donna Gore and 
Kate Miller to find out if they would con-
tract our Gay and Lesbian Pride booth.  

●Bill agreed to talk to Ried about selling 
(something) at the Gay and Lesbian Pride 
Festival. 

 

Public Relations person: 

●Steve agreed to put a notice in the AFS 
newsletter to solicit a PR person for AFS. 

 

Alice’s relocation to New Jersey: 

●Alice is moving to New Jersey and can no 
longer be VP/Internal Communications or 
lead the AFS Hike or Discussion Group. 

●Tony King volunteered for the VP position 
and the board agreed for Tony to be 
VP/Internal Communications. 

●Lew, with expected help from Donna Gore, 
agreed to take over the AFS Hikes. 

●Steve agreed to run the Discussion Group 
and Game Night.  

●The general consensus was that Donna 
will make a good addition to the Program 
Committee. Tony agreed to help Donna. 

 

 

 

 

Roberto Moraes: 404-974-6247 

Board positions: 

●The board agreed for Pierce to take over 
the unexpired portion (one year) of 
Tony’s board term. 

●The board agreed for Dave Patterson to 
fill the unexpired portion of Pierce’s term.  
(Dave Patterson's term as President of 
the Humanists of Georgia expired on the 
day of the board meeting and he was not 
running for re-election.) 

Interorganizational E-Mail List: 

●Bill has begun a group e-mail list at At-
lantasecularistcentral@yahoogroups.com. 
The list statement says: “This e-mail 
group is for members of all secularist or-
ganizations in Atlanta. It is intended to 
facilitate coordinating the work of these 
organizations.” The e-mail addresses of 
any and all leaders of local secularist or-
ganizations should be given to Bill for in-
clusion on the list. The organizations so 
far mentioned as candidates for the list 
are AFS, HGA, Fellowship of Reason, and 
the Georgia Skeptics. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 

●The Board meeting was adjourned at 
12:16 p.m. 

 

six               Atlanta Freethought News      February 2002 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2002              Atlanta Freethought News                      seven 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Atlanta Freethought News is produced by the Atlanta Freethought Society, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit, member-run, educational organization 

created to advance freethought and protect freethinkers. Any freethought, atheist, secular humanist, agnostic, or rationalist group is granted 

permission to reproduce anything from our newsletter not expressly labeled otherwise (acknowledgement of AFS and author appreciated). 

Articles published represent the official opinion of AFS only when that is clearly stated; all other opinion is that of the individual author. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The February Meeting: 

Sunday, February 10 

1:00 PM at the AFS Center 

1170 Grimes Bridge Road, 

Roswell, GA 
 

This Month’s Speaker:  

Reggie Finley  
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