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The A p r i l  A F S  M eet i n g  
The A pril 9 A F S meeting will feature Dan Barker, co-

president of the F reed o m  F ro m  R el i g i o n F o u nd at i o n, who 
will talk  about current freethought issues.  
D an B ark er, a former minister and evangelist, became a 

freethink er in 198 3. B ook s he has written include Just Pre -
te n d : A  F re e th o ug h t B o o k  f o r C h i l d re n  and L o si n g  F a i th  i n  
F a i th ::F ro m  Pre a c h e r T o  A th e i st.  H e is a graduate of A z usa 
P acific U niversity  with a degree in R eligion, which he now 
puts to work  as a freethink er.  H e is a professional pianist 
and composer, performs freethought concerts and is fea-
tured in many  musical cassettes.  H e j oined the F oundation 
staff in 198 7 , serving as public relations director.  H e was 
elected co-president in N ovember 2 0 0 4 . 
The A F S meeting will be at 1: 0 0  at the At l ant a F ree-

t h o u g h t  C ent er, 117 0  G rimes B ridge R oad, R oswell, G A .  
(F eel free to arrive early  for discussion and snack s.)  To get 
there from A tlanta, tak e I-4 0 0  north past I-2 8 5  by  8  miles to 
E xit 7 B , which is G A -14 0 .  Tak e G A -14 0  (H olcomb B ridge 
R oad) west about 1 mile and turn left at G rimes B ridge 
R oad.  G o 0 .2  miles to 117 0  G rimes B ridge R oad. 

A F S  A c t i v i t i es  
The next AF S  S o c i al  will be at P anahar R estaurant, 337 5  

B uford H wy , A tlanta, on F riday , A pril 14 , at 7 : 0 0  P M.    
The AF S  Di s c u s s i o n G ro u p  will meet at the A tlanta F ree-

thought C enter on Sunday , A pril 16 , from 4 : 0 0  to 6 : 0 0  P M.      
The T u es d ay  L u nc h  Bu nc h  meets every  Tuesday  at 

12 : 30  at P anahar R estaurant, 337 5  B uford H wy  in A tlanta.  
F el l o w s hi p  o f  R ea s o n  M eet i n g  

The F el l o w s h i p  o f  R eas o n meets on the first Sunday  of 
every  month at 12 : 30  P M at the N orthwest U nitarian U ni-
versalist C ongregation, 10 2 5  Mount V ernon H wy , in A t-
lanta.  F or details, see www.fellowshipofreason.com.  

The A p r i l  A t hei s t  M eet u p    
A tlanta A theists will have a “meetup” on Sunday , A pril 

A pril 2 3, at 4 : 0 0  P M at F ive Seasons B rewing, 5 6 0 0  R oswell 
R oad, in A tlanta.  The phone there is 4 0 4 -2 5 5 -5 911. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 P o t l u c k  D i n n er  o n  S a t u r d a y  N i g ht  
A F S will have an informal potluck  dinner with D an 

B ark er at K elly  W ilhoit’s house on Saturday  evening, A pril 
8 , at 7 : 0 0  P M.  (K elly ’s address is:  32 1 W eatherstone L ane, 
Marietta, G A .)  P lease R SV P  to Steve Y othment (6 7 8 -36 4 -
8 7 0 3 or stevey oth@ aol.com) for details and driving direc-
tions if y ou would lik e to attend the dinner.    

The A F S  Y a r d  S a l e 
The A tlanta F reethought Society  will have a y ard  s al e on 

Saturday , A pril 2 9, at J udy  Thompson’s house, 336 6  R ock -
bridge R oad, in A vondale E states, from 9: 30  A M to 4 : 0 0  
P M.  A ntiq ues, collector’s items and book s are particularly  
welcome.   
A t 4 : 0 0 , immediately  after the y ard sale, we will have a 

b arb eq u e d i nner.  B ring y our appetite!   C harles has his 
grill ready  for a maj or cook ing event!  
H i g hw a y  C l ea n u p  i s  Thi s  S a t u r d a y  
The A tlanta F reethought Society  will have its Ad o p t -A-

H i g h w ay  c l eanu p  on Saturday , A pril 8  at 10 : 0 0  A M. The 
cleanup work  will be on the G lenridge R amp at E xit 2 6  of 
I-2 8 5 .  (This is the long ramp that connects G lenridge D rive 
to I-2 8 5  near G A 4 0 0 .)  W e will clean the ramps on both 
sides of I-2 8 5 .  
P lease park  along the north ramp. The H ighway  D epart-

ment will provide safety  vests and trash bags.  
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  The Fundamentals of Extremism: the Christian Right 
in America can be read online.  See it at: 

http://www.newbostonbooks.com/Look%20Inside.htm 
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Dare to Think  f or Y ou rs el f  

A F S  M eet i n g s  a n d  A c t i v i t i es  
A pril 8 :   H ighway  C leanup, G lenridge R amp, 10 : 0 0  A M. 
A pril 9:   A F S G eneral Meeting at A F  C enter, 1: 0 0  P M. 
A pril 14 :   A F S Social, P anahar R estaurant, 7 : 0 0  P M. 
A pril 16 :   A F S B oard Meeting at A F  C enter, 2 : 0 0  P M. 
A pril 16 :   A F S D iscussion G roup at A F  C enter, 4 : 0 0  P M.  
A pril 2 9:   A F S Y ard Sale at J udy ’s house, 9: 30  to 4 : 0 0  P M.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Programs and Speakers 
All programs are on the second Sunday of each month at the AFS Center, 1170 

Grimes Bridge Road, Roswell, GA, unless otherwise noted.  Programs start at 1:00 
PM, but feel free to arrive at 12:00 for socializing.  Visitors are always welcome. 
 
   

Apr 9:  Dan Barker, co-president of the Freedom From Religion Foundation,   
             will speak on living without religion. 
 

My 14: Charles Lantz, DC, PhD, will speak on “Faith and Reason in Chiropractic.” 
     He is currently writing a book titled Chiropractic – Behind the Mystique. 
 

June  11: Kevin Fortune will speak on “Christian Freethought.” 
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The A tlanta F reethought Society  is a member-run organiz ation dedicated 
to advancing freethought and protecting the rights and reputation of free-
think ers, agnostics, atheists and humanists.  
W e welcome any one who is interested in learning about living a good 

life free from religion through attending A F S speeches, debates, and dis-
cussions. W e employ  protests, letters to the editor, broadcast appearances, 
and any  other reasonable and civil means available to achieve our mission.  
W e define freethought as “the forming of opinions about life in general 

and religion in particular on the basis of reason and the evidence of our 
senses, independently  of tradition, authority , or established belief.” 
W e actively  support a strict separation of church and state as the best 

means to guarantee liberty  for all, regardless of religious belief or lack  of 
belief. 
W e seek  to educate ourselves on many  topics but especially  on religion 

and non-religion. W e do this through a series of thought-provok ing speak -
ers and programs, and by  maintaining a web forum and an extensive li-
brary  of freethought, religious, and related book s, pamphlets, videotapes, 
and audiotapes. 
W e provide an organiz ation where freethink ers and non-theists can de-

velop friendships, talk  freely , socializ e and enj oy  each other’s company .  
W e do not discriminate against any one on such irrelevant grounds as race, 
sexual orientation, age, gender, class, or phy sical disability .  W e welcome 
members and leaders of all political parties and preferences. 
B ecause we are designated by  the IR S as a 5 0 1(c)(3) educational organiz a-

tion, contributions to A F S are tax deductible. 
A ny  who are lik e-minded are welcome to j oin us. 
 
 

   To join the AFS Forum e-mail list, send a blank message to AFSforum-subscribe 
@yahoogroups.com.  To join the AFS Announcements list, send a blank email to 
afs-announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. To join the Georgia Freethinkers Letter 
Writing Cooperative, send a blank email to flwc-ga-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
  You can unsubscribe by sending an email to xxx-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com. 



 

 

Georgia Lawmakers OK Public School Bible Classes 
 

 eorgia lawmak ers have ap-
proved a measure to fund elec-

tive B ible courses in public schools, 
raising concern among civil liberties 
groups the classes could violate the 
U .S. constitutional separation of 
church and state.  
U nder the bill, which now goes to 

G ov. Sonny  P erdue for his signature, 
the State B oard of E ducation would 
have to adopt curricula for two classes 
on the history  and literature of the 
O ld and N ew Testaments. School dis-
tricts would then have the option of 
offering the courses.  
The measure’s enactment threatens 

to again inflame the debate between 
secularists and the religious right that 
has been invigorated under P resident 
G eorge W . B ush.  
The elective courses, according to 

the bill, are to “be taught in an obj ec-
tive and non-devotional manner with 
no attempt made to indoctrinate stu-
dents,” and should “not disparage or 
encourage a commitment to a set of 
religious beliefs.”  
Senators in the B ible B elt state ap-

proved the bill in a 4 5 -2  vote late on 
March 2 8 , following passage by  the 
G eorgia H ouse of R epresentatives in a 
15 1-7  vote the week  before.  
“A re we to say  that the world’s best 

seller, a book  that has influenced 
W estern culture more than any  other, 
is off limits to k ids? ” G eorgia Sen. 
Tommie W illiams, the measure’s chief

sponsor, told R euters, adding that he 
was concerned about biblical illiteracy  
among students. “If y ou ask ed a k id 
what the G ood Samaritan L aw means, 
there’s a history  behind that that they  
probably  don’t k now.”  
W illiams, a R epublican, said the 

proposed curriculum had been widely  
adopted in school districts in many  
states. “The B ible is j ust so much a 
part of our culture that I think  it 
should be taught, but not to indoctri-
nate,” he said.  
W hile U .S. courts have ruled that 

B ible courses are constitutionally  
sound as long as they  are obj ective, 
the G eorgia law troubles civil liberties 
groups worried that classes could 
promote a C hristian perspective.  
“The broader issue is there are 

many  U .S. conservative C hristians 
who feel that public schools have be-
come hostile to their faith,” said 
C harles H ay nes, a senior scholar with 
the F irst A mendment C enter in A r-
lington, V irginia, which educates the 
public about free-speech issues.  
H ay nes said he believed the G eor-

gia bill mark s the first time a state has 
set guidance on how elective B ible 
classes should be conducted. A  simi-
lar bill is being considered in 
neighboring A labama, he added.   
H ay nes said the G eorgia measure 

should have included safeguards to 
mak e sure the courses would pass 
constitutional muster, such as stan-

dards to ensure teachers will be prop-
erly  prepared to teach them.  
“This is not a Sunday  school course,” 

H ay nes said. “I think  the legislature 
didn’t do its homework , didn’t think  
about the ramifications of this.”  
J udith Schaeffer, deputy  legal direc-

tor at P eople for the A merican W ay  
F oundation in W ashington, said she 
was concerned that the bill would fos-
ter teaching about the B ible as if it 
were truth, failing to meet a federal 
court req uirement that public school 
B ible studies be obj ective.  
“P eople are entitled to believe the 

B ible is true as a matter of their faith, 
but students in public schools can’t be 
taught that it is true,” said Schaeffer, 
whose group has sued school districts 
that offered B ible courses.  
D espite criticism, W illiams said he 

was confident that the bill would be 
signed into law by  P erdue, a R epubli-
can.  
“W e’re obviously  going to have folk s 

that challenge the issue, but if we do 
nothing because of fear of a lawsuit, 
then school boards and superinten-
dents can live in that fear and k ids 
never learn what they  might need to 
k now,” W illiams said.  
The bill gives the state B oard of E du-

cation until F ebruary  2 0 0 7  to adopt a 
curriculum; the first classes won’t be 
offered until the 2 0 0 7 -0 8  school y ear.  
[ F rom a March 2 8  R euters N ews Ser-

vice article by  K aren J acobs.]  
 

Ed Buckner to Participate in Debate 
 A F S Treasurer E d B uck ner will be 
in a debate on W ednesday  evening, 
May  2 4 th, in Toccoa, G A  at the G eor-
gia B aptist C onference C enter.  This is 
part of a three-day -long conference 
which will include three debates:  E d 
will debate against B ill F ederer on 
church and state on the 2 4 th; U G A  bi-
ologist Mark  F armer will debate C arl 
W ieland on creationism v. evolution 
on the 2 5 th, and Thomas Ice will de-
bate G ary  D eMar on biblical matters 
on the 2 6 th.  The whole event, called 

“C reation to R evelation...C onnecting 
the D ots” is sponsored by  A merican 
V ision (a conservative C hristian or-
ganiz ation led by  D eMar; offices are 
in C obb C ounty  G A ). 
E d’s debate is from 8 : 30  P M to 10 : 0 0  

P M.  E d has 15   complimentary  tick ets 
to the W ednesday  night event.  P lease 
e-mail him directly  (ed@ buck ners.us) 
if y ou think  y ou might come and y ou 
want one of these tick ets. 
F or details on the entire event, go to 

www.americanvision.org/ wsc.asp. 

J oel K ollin, j k ollin@ gmail.com, is 
considering attending the whole 
event, or at least a full day  of it. P lease 
e-mail him if y ou want to consider do-
ing the same. 
J ohn Sugg, G roup Senior E ditor of 

C reative L oafing and our most recent 
A F S speak er, also plans to be there. 
If y ou would lik e to participate in a 

carpool to the event, please let E d 
k now. 
E d say s that any  advice on the de-

bate is welcome. 
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No Benefit of Prayer Found After Surgery 
 ray ing for other people to re-
cover from an illness is ineffec-

tive, according to the largest, best-
designed study  to try  to examine the 
power of pray er to heal strangers at a 
distance. 
The study  of more than 1,8 0 0  heart 

by pass surgery  patients found that 
those who had other people pray ing 
for them had as many  complications 
as those who did not. In fact, one 
group of patients who k new they  
were the subj ect of pray ers fared 
worse. 
The long-awaited results, the latest 

in a series of studies that have failed 
to find any  benefit from “' distant” or 
“intercessory ” pray er, came as a blow 
to the hopes of some that scientific re-
search would validate the popular no-
tion that people can influence the 
health of people even if they  don’t 
k now someone is pray ing for them. 
The researchers cautioned that the 

study  was not designed to test the ex-
istence of G od or the benefit of other 
ty pes of pray er, such as pray ing for 
oneself or at bedsides of friends or 
relatives. They  also did not rule out 
that other ty pes of distant pray er may  
be effective for other ty pes of patients. 
“N o one single study  is ever going 

to provide an answer,” said J effery  
D usek  of H arvard Medical School, 
who helped lead the study  being pub-
lished in the A pril 4  issue of the 
A merican H eart J ournal. 
W hile many  studies have suggested 

that pray ing for oneself may  reduce 
stress, research into pray ing for others 
who may  not even k now they  are the 
subj ect of pray ers has been much 
more controversial. Several studies 
that claimed to show a benefit have 
been criticiz ed as deeply  flawed. A nd 

several of the most recent findings 
have found no benefit. 
The new $ 2 .4  million study , funded 

primarily  by  the J ohn Templeton 
F oundation, was designed to over-
come some of those shortcomings. 
D usek  and his colleagues divided 
1,8 0 2  by pass patients at six hospitals 
into three groups. Two groups were 
uncertain whether they  would be the 
subj ect of pray ers. The third was told 
they  would be pray ed for. 
The researchers recruited two C ath-

olic groups and one P rotestant group 
to pray  “for a successful surgery  with 
a q uick , healthy  recovery  and no 
complications” for 14  day s for each 
patient, beginning the night before the 
surgery , using the patient’s first name 
and the first initial of the last name. 
O ver the next month, patients in 

the two groups that were uncertain 
whether they  were the subj ect of 
pray ers fared virtually  the same, with 
about 5 2  percent experiencing compli-
cations regardless of whether they  
were the subj ect of pray ers. 
Surprisingly , however, 5 9 percent 

of the patients who k new they  were 
the targets of pray er experienced 
complications. 
B ecause the most common compli-

cation was an irregular heartbeat, the 
researchers speculated that k nowing 
they  were chosen to receive pray ers 
may  have put them under increased 
stress. 
“D id the patients think , ‘I am so 

sick  they  had to call in the pray er 
team? ’” said C harles B ethea of the In-
tegris H eart H ospital at B aptist Medi-
cal C enter in O k lahoma C ity , who 
helped conduct the study . 
[ F rom a March 31 A ssociated P ress  

article by  R ob Stein.]
 
 “ A l l  t h a t  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  a s  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e ,  t o  c o n v i n c e  a n y  r e a s o n a b l e  p e r s o n  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  i s  s i m p l y  a n d  p u r e l y  
o f  h u m a n  i n v e n t i o n  − o f  b a r b a r i a n  i n v e n t i o n  − i s  t o  r e a d  i t .   R e a d  i t  a s  y o u  w o u l d  a n y  o t h e r  b o o k ;  t h i n k  o f  i t  a s  
y o u  w o u l d  o f  a n y  o t h e r ;  g e t  t h e  b a n d a g e  o f  r e v e r e n c e  f r o m  y o u r  e y e s ;  d r i v e  f r o m  y o u r  h e a r t  t h e  p h a n t o m  o f  
f e a r ;  p u s h  f r o m  t h e  t h r o n e  o f  y o u r  b r a i n  t h e  c o i l e d  f o r m  o f  s u p e r s t i t i o n  − t h e n  r e a d  t h e  H o l y  B i b l e ,  a n d  y o u  
w i l l  b e  a m a z e d  t h a t  y o u  e v e r ,  f o r  o n e  m o m e n t ,  s u p p o s e d  a  b e i n g  o f  i n f i n i t e  w i s d o m ,  g o o d n e s s  a n d  p u r i t y ,  t o  

b e  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  s u c h  i g n o r a n c e  a n d  o f  s u c h  a t r o c i t y . ”  
―  R o b e r t  G .  I n g e r s o l l ,  f r o m  The Gods ,  1 8 7 2 .  
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Letter to the Editor 
 

Congratulations to Ed Buckner, whose 
letter was in the Atlanta Journal-

Constitution on March 18. 



 
 

Is America A ‘Christian Nation’?  
Is the United States a "Christian nation"?  Som e A m eric ans think  so.   R el ig iou s R ig ht ac tiv ists and rig ht-

w ing  tel ev ision p reac hers of ten c l aim  that the United States w as f ou nded to b e a Christian nation.   If  the p eo-
p l e w ho m ak e this assertion are m erel y  say ing  that m ost A m eric ans are Christians,  they  m ig ht hav e a p oint.   
B u t those w ho arg u e that A m eric a is a Christian nation u su al l y  m ean som ething  m ore,  insisting  that the 
c ou ntry  shou l d b e of f ic ial l y  Christian.  T he v ery  c harac ter of  ou r c ou ntry  is at stak e in the ou tc om e of  this de-
b ate.   (F rom  a b roc hu re b y  A m eric ans United f or Sep aration of  Chu rc h and State.   R ep rinted b y  p erm ission. ) 

 

eligious R ight groups and their 
allies insist that the U nited 

States was designed to be officially  
C hristian and that our laws should 
enforce the doctrines of (their version 
of) C hristianity . Is this viewpoint ac-
curate?  Is there any thing in the C on-
stitution that gives special treatment 
or preference to C hristianity ?  D id the 
founders of our government believe 
this or intend to create a government 
that gave special recognition to C hris-
tianity ?  
The answer to all of these q uestions 

is “N o.” The U .S. C onstitution is a 
wholly  secular document. It contains 
no mention of C hristianity  or J esus 
C hrist. In fact, the C onstitution refers 
to religion only  twice in the F irst 
A mendment, which bars laws “re-
specting an establishment of religion 
or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof,” and in A rticle V I, which pro-
hibits “religious tests” for public of-
fice.  B oth of these provisions are evi-
dence that the country  was not 
founded as officially  C hristian. 
The F ounding F athers did not cre-

ate a secular government because they  
dislik ed religion. Many  were believers 
themselves. Y et they  were well aware 
of the dangers of church-state union. 
They  had studied and even seen first-
hand the difficulties that church-state 
partnerships spawned in E urope. 
D uring the A merican colonial period, 
alliances between religion and gov-
ernment produced oppression and 
ty ranny  on our own shores.  
Many  colonies, for example, had 

provisions limiting public office to 
“Trinitarian P rotestants” and other 
ty pes of laws designed to prop up the 
religious sentiments of the politically  
powerful. Some colonies had officially  
established churches and taxed all 
citiz ens to support them, whether

they  were members or not.  D issenters 
faced imprisonment, torture and even 
death.  
These arrangements led to bitter-

ness and sectarian division. Many  
people began agitating for an end to 
“religious tests” for public office, tax 
subsidies for churches and other 
forms of state endorsement of relig-
ion.  Those who led this charge were 
not anti-religion.  Indeed, many  were 
members of the clergy  and people of 
deep piety . They  argued that true 
faith did not need or want the support 
of government. 
R espect for religious pluralism 

gradually  became the norm. W hen 
Thomas J efferson wrote the D eclara-
tion of Independence, for example, he 
spok e of “unalienable rights endowed 
by  our C reator.”  H e used generic re-
ligious language that all religious 
groups of the day  would respond to, 
not narrowly  C hristian language tra-
ditionally  employ ed by  nations with 
state churches.  
W hile some of the country ’s foun-

ders believed that the government 
should espouse C hristianity , that 
viewpoint soon became a losing prop-
osition.  In V irginia, P atrick  H enry  ar-
gued in favor of tax support for C hris-
tian churches. B ut H enry  and his co-
horts were in the minority  and lost 
that battle. J efferson, J ames Madison 
and their allies among the state’s reli-
gious groups ended V irginia’s estab-
lished church and helped pass the 
V irginia Statute for R eligious L iberty , 
a 17 8 6  law guaranteeing religious 
freedom to all. 
J efferson and Madison’s viewpoint 

also carried the day  when the C onsti-
tution, and later, the B ill of R ights, 
were written. H ad an officially  C hris-
tian nation been the goal of the foun-
ders, that concept would appear in the

C onstitution. It does not. Instead, our 
nation’s governing document ensures 
religious freedom for every one.  
Mary land representative L uther 

Martin said that a handful of dele-
gates to the C onstitutional C onven-
tion argued for formal recognition of 
C hristianity  in the C onstitution, insist-
ing that such language was necessary  
in order to “hold out some distinction 
between the professors of C hristianity  
and downright infidelity  or pagan-
ism.” B ut that view was not adopted, 
and the C onstitution gave govern-
ment no authority  over religion. A rti-
cle V I, which allows persons of all re-
ligious viewpoints to hold public 
office, was adopted by  a unanimous 
vote. Through ratification of the F irst 
A mendment, observed J efferson, the 
A merican people built a “wall of 
separation between church and state.” 
Some pastors who favored church-

state union were outraged and deliv-
ered sermons asserting that the 
U nited States would not be a success-
ful nation because its C onstitution did 
not give special treatment to C hristi-
anity .  B ut many  others welcomed the 
new dawn of freedom and praised the 
C onstitution and the F irst A mend-
ment as true protectors of liberty . 
E arly  national leaders understood 

that separation of church and state 
would be good for all faiths including 
C hristianity . J efferson rej oiced that 
V irginia had passed his religious free-
dom law, noting that it would ensure 
religious freedom for “the J ew and the 
G entile, the C hristian and Mahometan, 
the H indoo, the infidel of every  de-
nomination.”  
O ther early  U .S. leaders echoed that 

view. P resident G eorge W ashington, 
in a famous 17 90  letter to a J ewish 
congregation in N ewport, R .I., cele-
brated  the  fact  that  J ews had full free- 
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Is America A ‘Christian Nation’?  (continued) 
dom of worship in A merica. N oted 
W ashington, “A ll possess alik e liberty  
of conscience and immunities of citi-
z enship.” 
W ashington’s administration even 

negotiated a treaty  with the Muslim 
rulers of north A frica that stated ex-
plicitly  that the U nited States was not 
founded on C hristianity . The pact, 
k nown as the Treaty  with Tripoli, was 
approved unanimously  by  the Senate 
in 17 97 , under the administration of 
J ohn A dams. A rticle 11 of the treaty  
states, “[ T] he government of the 
U nited States is not, in any  sense, 
founded on the C hristian religion… ” 
A dmittedly , the U .S. government 

has not alway s lived up to its consti-
tutional principles. In the late 19th 
century  especially , officials often pro-
moted a de facto form of P rotestantism. 
E ven the U .S. Supreme C ourt fell vic-
tim to this mentality  in 18 92 , with J us-
tice D avid B rewer declaring in H ol y  
T r i n i ty  v .  U n i ted S tates  that A merica is 
“a C hristian nation.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It should be noted, however, that 

the H ol y  T r i n i ty  decision is a legal 
anomaly . It has rarely  been cited by  
other courts, and the “C hristian na-
tion” declaration appeared i n  di cta, a 
legal term meaning writing that re-
flects a j udge’s personal opinion, not a 
mandate of the law. A lso, it is unclear 
exactly  what B rewer meant. In a book  
he wrote in 190 5 , B rewer pointed out 
that the U nited States is C hristian in a 
cultural sense, not a legal one. 
A  more accurate j udicial view of 

the relationship between religion and 
government is described by  J ustice 
J ohn P aul Stevens in his 198 5  W al l ace 
v .  J affr ee ruling. C ommenting on the 
constitutional right of all A mericans 
to choose their own religious belief, 
Stevens wrote, “A t one time it was 
thought that this right merely  pro-
scribed the preference of one C hris-
tian sect over another, but would not

req uire eq ual respect for the con-
science of the infidel, the atheist, or 
the adherent of a non-C hristian faith 
such as Mohammedism or J udaism. 
B ut when the underly ing principle 
has been examined in the crucible of 
litigation, the C ourt has unambigu-
ously  concluded that the individual 
freedom of conscience protected by  
the F irst A mendment embraces the 
right to select any  religious faith or 
none at all.” 
A  determined faction of C hristians 

has fought against this wise and time-
tested policy  throughout our history . 
In the mid 19th century , several ef-
forts were made to add specific refer-
ences to C hristianity  to the C onstitu-
tion. O ne group, the N ational R eform 
A ssociation (N R A ), pushed a “C hris-
tian nation” amendment in C ongress 
in 18 6 4 . N R A  members believed that 
the C ivil W ar was divine punishment 
for failing to mention G od in the C on-
stitution and saw the amendment as a 
way  to atone for that omission.  
The N R A  amendment called for 

“humbly  ack nowledging A lmighty  
G od as the source of all authority  and 
power in civil government, the L ord 
J esus C hrist as the R uler among the 
nations, [ and]  H is revealed will as the 
supreme law of the land, in order to 
constitute a C hristian government.” 
Ten y ears later, the H ouse J udiciary  
C ommittee voted against its adoption. 
The committee noted “the dangers 
which the union between church and 
state had imposed upon so many  na-
tions of the O ld W orld” and said in 
light of that it was felt “inexpedient to 
put any thing into the C onstitution 
which might be construed to be a ref-
erence to any  religious creed or doc-
trine.” 
Similar theocratic proposals resur-

faced in C ongress sporadically  over 
the y ears. A s late as 195 0 , a proposal 
was introduced in the Senate that 
would have added language to the 
C onstitution that “devoutly  recog-
niz es the A uthority  and L aw of J esus 
C hrist, Savior and R uler of nations, 
through whom are bestowed the 
blessings of liberty .” This amendment

was never voted out of committee. E f-
forts to revive it in the early  196 0 s 
were unsuccessful. 
Today , A merica’s religious demo-

graphics are changing, and diversity  
has greatly  expanded since our na-
tion’s founding. The number of J ews 
has increased, and more Muslims are 
living in A merica than ever before. 
O ther religions now represented in 
A merica include H induism, B ud-
dhism and a my riad others. In addi-
tion, many  A mericans say  they  have 
no religious faith or identify  them-
selves as atheists, agnostics or H u-
manists. A ccording to some scholars, 
over 2 ,0 0 0  distinct religious groups 
and denominations exist in the U nited 
States. 
A lso, even though most A mericans 

identify  as C hristian, this does not 
mean they  would back  official gov-
ernment recognition of the C hristian 
faith. C hristian denominations dis-
agree on points of doctrine, church 
structure and stands on social issues. 
Many  C hristians tak e a moderate or 
liberal perspective on church-state re-
lations and oppose efforts to impose 
religion by  government action.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A mericans should be proud that we 

live in a democracy  that welcomes 
persons of many  faiths and none. 
A round the globe, millions of people 
still dwell under oppressive regimes 
where religion and government are 
harshly  commingled. (Iran and the 
former Taliban regime of A fghanistan 
are j ust two examples.) Many  resi-
dents of those countries look  to the 
U nited States as beacon of hope and a 
model for what their own nations 
might someday  become. ( con ti n u ed p 8 ) 
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The gov er n m en t  of  t he U n it ed 
S t a t es is n ot ,  in  a n y  sen se,  f ou n ded 

on  t he C hr ist ia n  r el igion …  
   ―  U .S. Treaty  with Tripoli, 17 97  

 W hen  t he u n der l y in g p r in c ip l e ha s 
b een  ex a m in ed in  t he c r u c ib l e of  
l it iga t ion ,  t he C ou r t  ha s u n a m b i-
gu ou sl y  c on c l u ded t ha t  t he in di-
v idu a l  f r eedom  of  c on sc ien c e p r o-
t ec t ed b y  t he F ir st  A m en dm en t  

em b r a c es t he r ight  t o sel ec t  a n y  r e-
l igiou s f a it h or  n on e a t  a l l .  

       ―  J ustice J ohn P aul Stevens  
 



 

 

Americans United Criticizes Bush for Faith-based Funding 
 A mericans U nited for Separation of 
C hurch and State blasted the B ush 
administration on March 9 for its re-
lentless effort to steer federal funds to 
religious organiz ations, charging that 
the “faith-based” initiative under-
mines civil rights and civil liberties. 
P resident G eorge W . B ush renewed 

his push for the initiative on March 9 
in a speech in W ashington, D .C . A  
new administration report claims that 
$ 2 .15  billion in tax aid was directed to 
faith-based groups for social services 
during the last fiscal y ear.  
J ames Towey , head of the W hite 

H ouse O ffice of F aith-B ased and 
C ommunity  Initiatives, asserts that 
B ush is break ing down barriers that 
prevented religious groups from ac-
cessing government funds. 
“The president seems to have little 

or no regard for the separation of 
church and state,” said the R ev. B arry  
W . L y nn, A mericans U nited executive 
director. “This initiative clearly  rolls 
back  constitutional safeguards and

civil rights protections that people 
count on. 
“B ush is slashing social service 

spending across the board and using 
the faith-based initiative to divert at-
tention from the cuts,” said L y nn. 
“This initiative is a scam, and I hope 
A merica’s religious leaders and the 
A merican people don’t fall for it.” 
L y nn added, “B ush persists in 

claiming that religious charities have 
a better success rate than governmen-
tal and private secular programs. 
H owever, there is no proof that this 
assertion is true.  
“It is particularly  deplorable that 

B ush boasts about rolling back  civil 
rights protections for government 
employ ment,” L y nn continued. “This 
initiative lets religious groups run 
publicly  funded programs that openly  
discriminate in hiring on religious 
grounds. That’s an outrage.” 
U nder executive orders issued by  

the president, tax dollars can go to re-
ligious groups to operate social ser-

vices even if they  discriminate in hir-
ing on religious grounds. Thus, tax-
pay ers are being req uired to pay  for 
programs where they  would not be al-
lowed to work  or even volunteer. 
L y nn charged that far from try ing 

to create a level play ing field for faith-
based groups, B ush wants to tilt the 
process toward favored religious 
groups and leaders. 
“I don’t think  it’s coincidental that 

TV  preacher P at R obertson, a promi-
nent B ush back er, received $ 1.5  mil-
lion in faith-based funding,” said 
L y nn.  
The initiative, L y nn said, has 

clearly  been used for partisan pur-
poses. H e noted that in F ebruary , 
Towey  spok e at a conference on the 
initiative for religious leaders in 
P ennsy lvania, where U .S. Sen. R ick  
Santorum, who is lock ed in a tight re-
election bid, appeared via video. 
[ F rom a March 9 press release from 
A mericans U nited for Separation of 

C hurch and State.]  
 

Atheists Identified as America’s Most Distrusted Minority 
 A merican’s increasing acceptance 
of religious diversity  doesn’t extend 
to those who don’t believe in a god, 
according to a national survey  by  re-
searchers in the U niversity  of Minne-
sota’s department of sociology .  
F rom a telephone sampling of more 

than 2 ,0 0 0  households, university  re-
searchers found that A mericans rate 
atheists below Muslims, recent immi-
grants, gay s and lesbians and other 
minority  groups in “sharing their vi-
sion of A merican society .” A theists 
are also the minority  group most 
A mericans are least willing to allow 
their children to marry . 
E ven though atheists are few in 

number, not formally  organiz ed and 
relatively  hard to publicly  identify , 
they  are seen as a threat to the A meri-
can way  of life by  a large portion of 
the A merican public. “A theists, who 
account for about 3 percent of the U .S. 
population, offer a glaring exception 
to the rule of increasing social toler-
ance over the last 30  y ears,” say s 

P enny  E dgell, associate sociology  pro-
fessor and the study ’s lead researcher.  
E dgell also argues that today ’s 

atheists play  the role that C atholics, 
J ews and communists have play ed in 
the past—they  offer a sy mbolic moral 
boundary  to membership in A merican 
society . “It seems most A mericans be-
lieve that diversity  is fine, as long as 
every  one shares a common ‘core’ of 
values that mak e them trustworthy —
and in A merica, that ‘core’ has his-
torically  been religious,” say s E dgell. 
Many  of the study ’s respondents as-
sociated atheism with an array  of 
moral indiscretions ranging from 
criminal behavior to rampant materi-
alism and cultural elitism.  
E dgell believes a fear of moral de-

cline and resulting social disorder is 
behind the findings. “A mericans be-
lieve they  share more than rules and 
procedures with their fellow citi-
z ens—they  share an understanding of 
right and wrong,” she said. “O ur find-
ings seem to rest on a view of atheists 

as self-interested individuals who are 
not concerned with the common 
good.”  
The researchers also found accep-

tance or rej ection of atheists is related 
not only  to personal religiosity , but 
also to one’s exposure to diversity , 
education and political orientation—
with more educated, E ast and W est 
C oast A mericans more accepting of 
atheists than their Midwestern coun-
terparts.  
The study  is co-authored by  assis-

tant professor J oseph G erteis and as-
sociate professor D oug H artmann. It’s 
the first in a series of national studies 
conducted the A merican Mosaic P ro-
j ect, a three-y ear proj ect funded by  the 
Minneapolis-based D avid E delstein 
F amily  F oundation that look s at race, 
religion and cultural diversity  in the 
contemporary  U nited States. The 
study  will appear in the A pril issue of 
the A merican Sociological R eview. 
[ F rom a March 2 0  article in U niversity  

of Minnesota N ews.]
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Is America A ‘Christian Nation’?  (continued) 

O nly  the principle of church-state 
separation can protect A merica’s in-
credible degree of religious freedom. 
The individual rights and diversity  
we enj oy  cannot be maintained if the 
government promotes C hristianity  or 
if our government tak es on the trap-
pings of a “faith-based” state. 
The U nited States, in short, was not

founded to be an officially  C hristian 
nation or to espouse any  official relig-
ion. O ur government is neutral on re-
ligious matters, leaving such decisions 
to individuals. This democratic and 
pluralistic sy stem has allowed a broad 
array  of religious groups to grow and 
flourish and guarantees every  indivi-
dual A merican the right to determine

his or her own spiritual path or to re-
j ect religion entirely . A s a result of this 
policy , A mericans enj oy  more reli-
gious freedom than any  people in 
world history . W e should be proud of 
this accomplishment and work  to pre-
serve the constitutional principle that 
made it possible. 

 
 

March B o ard  Me e ti n g  Mi n u te s
 

Present:  Steve Yothment (President), Judy Thompson (VPI), 
 Freya Harris (VPE), Ed Buckner (Treasurer), Diane 
 Buckner, Bill Burton, Jack McKinney, Jim Middleton, 
            Lew Southern, George Page, Walter Beal, Kevin Fortune. 
Date/Time:  March 19, 2006; 2:00 PM. 
Minutes taken by:  George Page 
 

Call to Order:  Steve Yothment called the meeting to order.  Judy 
noted that a quorum was present. 
 

Minutes:  The February Board minutes of February 19, 2006 
were accepted without amendment. 
 

Financial Report:  Ed submitted an interim report dated March 
19, 2006.  He noted that due to the board decision that the treas-
urer need only report at the end of each quarter, the next com-
plete report will be prepared at the end of March.  The checking 
account balance is $3,660.80.  A portion of the AFS holdings 
was transferred to the PayPal account earning 4.27% interest and 
the balance is $3,039.06.  The current balance is now $6,599.86. 
 

Ed also submitted the AFS Royalties Report covering the period 
September, 2005 through February, 2006.  Ed asked if there were 
any changes required to the reports and none were voiced.  It was 
noted that book sales are down and utility bills are higher. 
 

Steve reported that thank you letters were sent this past month to 
anyone who donated more than $100 in calendar year 2005.  
 

Ed suggested that it is time to write a fund raising letter and of-
fered to prepare a first draft to present to the board.  Various 
board members made suggestions on the contents of the letter 
and points to make in the letter. 
 

Yard Sale:  The time/date of the sale was confirmed to run from 
9:30 AM to 4:00 PM on April 29, 2006.  It was noted that the 
signs for the sale would be put out on Wednesday just prior to 
the sale.  Bill Burton and Kevin Fortune offered to put signs up. 
 

George is to email Judy a letter to give to donors thanking them 
for the donation and to serve as a record of their donations for tax 
purposes. Judy will present a letter for suggested amounts for de-
ductions. 
 

It was noted that we plan to advertise the larger ticket items on 
the AFS website and to try to do some pre-selling of items.  Any 
monies collected prior to the sale are to be given to Ed Buckner. 
 

Diane suggested we hold a BBQ party directly following the yard 
sale. 
 

Space Renovation:  Jack presented the board with the prelimi-
nary layout of the renovation and comments from the renovation 
committee.  The commitment to the board is to get the maximum 
space for the minimum amount of money.  We will re-use as 
much of the existing materials as we can during the process. 

Various board members made suggestions based on the drawing 
and for possible adjustments of the layout.  Invited AFS member 
Walter Beal made two specific comments: It is imperative to 
have a qualified professional review the plan to ensure we meet 
fire codes. The other point was to make the board aware of the 
possibility that many of the systems, if altered enough, might 
need to be brought completely into code. A visitor, Kevin For-
tune, reiterated the comments. 
 

Ed offered that he will attempt to contact the original architect 
with the condo association, who might be able to offer advice on 
the issues Walter brought up regarding the renovation.  If that op-
tion is unavailable, the board directed the renovation committee 
to pursue information on how to get professional advice at the 
lowest cost possible.  Walter suggested that AIA (American In-
stitute of Architects) may be able to give us assistance. 
 

The question of looking into moving to another site was raised.  
Lew and Jack provided information regarding other locations. 
 

Ed requested that the next drawing of the renovation plan reflect 
commitments made for naming rooms/spaces from previous do-
nors. The board room is to be named for Dorothy Lawson and 
the Library should be named for Sam Howell. 
 

Website and Social Expansion:  AFS member Walter Beal re-
quested time to discuss two issues with the board.  Walter sug-
gested that our website be updated to reflect current technology 
and offer a friendlier face to the group and he offered his assis-
tance to update the site. 
 

He also gave testimonial regarding another group he works with 
regarding the social aspect of getting new and younger members. 
One suggestion was to deemphasize the word “society” when 
advertising the group.  It may be more attractive to say some-
thing along the lines of AFS Social group.  Walter also offered to 
supply AFS with leftover movie passes he receives in association 
with his other social group. 
 

Speakers:  Judy reported that the next speakers will be:   
April:  Dan Barker – Freedom from Religion Foundation 
May:  Charles Lantz, D.C. – Chiropractic 
June: Kevin Fortune – Christian Freethinking 
 

Details of Dan Barker’s visit to Atlanta were mentioned and we 
discussed preliminary plans of a possible dinner with Dan the 
night before he speaks to the group (Saturday evening, April 8). 
This depends on his arrival time on Saturday.  Jack was asked if 
he could host Dan during his stay.  Steve is to contact Kelly Wil-
hoit to ask if she may be available to host a dinner\party. 
 

Adjournment and Next Meeting:  There being no further busi-
ness, the meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting of the board 
of directors is scheduled for Sunday April 16th at 2:00 PM. 
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The April Meetin g :  
Sunday, April 9 

1 : 0 0  at  t h e  AF  C e nt e r 
1 1 7 0  G rim e s  B ridg e  R o ad 

R o s w e ll, G A 
 

T h is  M o nt h ’ s  Spe ak e r:  
Dan Barker 
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