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The N o v em b er  A F S  M eeti n g  
The Nov ember 1 2 A FS  meeting w ill include guest 

speak er Clark Adams, speak ing on “H ow  to K eep Y our 
Freethought G roup from L ook ing L ik e a Funeral.”  H e w ill 
also show  his updated “A theism in M edia” presentation. 
Clark  A dams is the president of I n t e rn e t  I n f i de ls.  ( S ee 

w w w .infidels.org.)   H e is a past president of the H umanist 
A ssociation of L as V egas and S outhern Nev ada, and is a 
facilitator of meetings for the Co ali t i o n  f o r t h e  Co mmun i t y  
o f  R e aso n  ( CCR) .  H e’s an organiz er and emcee for the an-
nual J uly Freethink ers gathering at L ak e H ypatia, A la-
bama.  H e’s been published in Freethought Today and in 
v arious Freethought and humanist new sletters.  H is most 
famous original q uote is “If atheism is a religion, then 
health is a disease.”   
The A FS  meeting w ill be at 1 :0 0  at the At lan t a F re e -

t h o ug h t  Ce n t e r, 1 1 70  G rimes Bridge Road, Rosw ell, G A .  
( Feel free to arriv e early for discussion and snack s.)   To get 
there from A tlanta, tak e I-40 0  north past I-285 by 8 miles to 
E xit 7B, w hich is G A -1 40 .  Tak e G A -1 40  ( H olcomb Bridge 
Road)  w est about 1  mile and turn left at G rimes Bridge 
Road.  G o 0 .2 miles to 1 1 70  G rimes Bridge Road. 

A F S  A c ti v i ti es  
The next AF S  S o c i al w ill be at P anahar Restaurant, 3375 

Buford H w y, A tlanta, on Friday, Nov ember 1 7, at 7:0 0  P M .    
The AF S  D i sc ussi o n  G ro up  w ill meet at the A tlanta Free-

thought Center on S unday, Nov . 1 9, at 4:0 0  to 6:0 0  P M .    
S O S  M eets  a t A F  C en ter  

The S e c ular O rg an i z at i o n s f o r S o b ri e t y  meets at the A t-
lanta Freethought Center ev ery Tuesday ev ening at 8:0 0 P M . 
S O S  is the secular substitute for A lcoholics A nonymous.   

A F S  E l ec ti o n s  
A FS  officers and board members for next year w ere 

nominated at the O ctober meeting.  ( E lections w ill be by 
mailed ballot later this month.)   The nominees are: 
P resident:  S tev e Y othment 
V ice P resident, Int. Communication:  J udy Thompson 
V ice P resident, E xt. Communication:  Walter Beal 
Treasurer:  E d Buck ner 
Board M embers:  Bill Burton, Freya H arris,  
         J ack  M cK inney, J im M iddleton     
O fficers hav e 1 -year terms;  board members hav e 2-year 

terms.  D iane Buck ner, G eorge P age and L ew  S outhern w ill 
continue their 2-year terms into next year. 

 

The N o v em b er  A thei s t M eetu p    
At lan t a At h e i st s w ill hav e a “meetup” on S unday, No-

v ember 26, at 4:0 0  P M  at Fiv e S easons Brew ing, 560 0  Ros-
w ell Road, in A tlanta.  The phone there is 40 4-255-591 1 . 
H u m a n i s ts  o f  G eo r g i a  M eeti n g  

The H uman i st s o f  G e o rg i a w ill meet at the A tlanta Free-
thought Center on S unday, Nov ember 26, at 1 2:30  P M .   

Ti m e M a g a z i n e A r ti c l e 
Check  out the lead article in the Nov ember 1 3 issue of 

Time magaz ine, titled “G od v s. S cience.”  The article’s sub-
title reads “We rev ere faith and scientific progress, hunger 
for miracles and for M RIs.  But are the w orldv iew s com-
patible?   TIM E  conv enes a debate.” The article includes ex-
cerpts from a debate betw een Richard D aw k ins and Fran-
cis Collins that occurred on S ept. 30 .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Americans United Urges IR S  to  Inv estigate 
F o u r C h u rch es f o r P o l itical  Interv entio n 
O n Nov ember 6, A mericans U nited for S eparation of 

Church and S tate ask ed the Internal Rev enue S erv ice to in-
v estigate four churches for interv ention in partisan politics. 
The four complaints to the IRS  — tw o inv olv ing D emoc-

rats and tw o inv olv ing Republicans — came j ust one day 
before the national mid-term elections. 
”U nfortunately, some churches allow  candidate en-

dorsements from the pulpit, distribute biased v oter guides 
and host partisan rallies,” said the Rev . Barry W. L ynn, ex-
ecutiv e director of A mericans U nited. “S uch blatant elec-
tioneering by tax-exempt churches flouts federal law  and 
threatens the integrity of religion.” 
L ynn noted that the IRS  earlier this year announced a 

crack dow n on non-profit groups, including houses of w or-
ship, that v iolate the Internal Rev enue Code by interv ening 
in partisan campaigns. A s part of that effort, the IRS  has 
repeatedly w arned about prov isions in the federal tax code 
that bar partisan inv olv ement in campaigns. 
[ From a Nov ember 5 press release by A mericans U nited.] 

 

“The problem w ith organiz ed religion is not that so many believ e it, but that so few  q uestion it.”  - Neil D onald Walsch, 
from “A re Y ou There, G od? ”, an article in the O ctober 28 A t l a n t a  J o u r n a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n , P age F1 . 
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Dare to Think  f or Y ou rs el f  

A F S  M eeti n g s  a n d  A c ti v i ti es  
Nov  1 2:  A FS  G eneral M eeting at A F Center, 1 :0 0  P M . 
Nov  1 7:  A FS  S ocial, P anahar Restaurant, 7:0 0  P M . 
Nov  1 9:  A FS  Board M eeting at A F Center, 2:0 0  P M . 
Nov  1 9:  A FS  D iscussion G roup at A F Center, 4:0 0  P M .  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Programs and Speakers 
All programs are on the second Sunday of each month at the AFS Center, 1170 

Grimes Bridge Road, Roswell, GA, unless otherwise noted.  Programs start at 1:00 
PM, but feel free to arrive at 12:00 for socializing.  Visitors are always welcome. 
   

Nov 12: Clark Adams will speak on “How to Keep Your Freethought Group from 
     Looking Like a Funeral” and his updated “Atheism in Media.” 
 

Dec 10:  TBD. 
 
Jan  14:  TBD. 
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Send E-mail to 
afs@atlantafreethought.org. 
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The A tlanta Freethought S ociety is a member-run organiz ation dedicated 
to adv ancing freethought and protecting the rights and reputation of free-
think ers, agnostics, atheists and humanists.  
We w elcome anyone w ho is interested in learning about liv ing a good 

life free from religion through attending A FS  speeches, debates, and dis-
cussions. We employ protests, letters to the editor, broadcast appearances, 
and any other reasonable and civ il means av ailable to achiev e our mission.  
We define f r eet h o u g h t  as “the forming of opinions about life in general 

and religion in particular on the basis of reason and the ev idence of our 
senses, independently of tradition, authority, or established belief.” 
We activ ely support a strict separation of church and state as the best 

means to guarantee liberty for all, regardless of religious belief or lack  of 
belief. 
We seek  to educate ourselv es on many topics but especially on religion 

and non-religion. We do this through a series of thought-prov ok ing speak -
ers and programs, and by maintaining a w eb forum and an extensiv e li-
brary of freethought, religious, and related book s, pamphlets, v ideotapes, 
and audiotapes. 
We prov ide an organiz ation w here freethink ers and non-theists can de-

v elop friendships, talk  freely, socializ e and enj oy each other’s company.  
We do not discriminate against anyone on such irrelev ant grounds as race, 
sexual orientation, age, gender, class, or physical disability.  We w elcome 
members and leaders of all political parties and preferences. 
Because w e are designated by the IRS  as a 50 1 ( c) ( 3)  educational organiz a-

tion, contributions to A FS  are tax deductible. 
A ny w ho are lik e-minded are w elcome to j oin us. 
 
 

   To join the AFS Forum e-mail list, send a blank message to AFSforum-subscribe 
@yahoogroups.com.  To join the AFS Announcements list, send a blank email to 
afs-announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. To join the Georgia Freethinkers Letter 
Writing Cooperative, send a blank email to flwc-ga-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
  You can unsubscribe by sending an email to xxx-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com. 



 
 

Evangelical Leader Ousted  
A major opponent of gay marriage, Rev. Haggard was involved with a gay man 

 v angelical pastor Ted H aggard 
confessed on S unday, Nov . 5, to 

a “lifelong” sexual problem, and said 
he w as “a deceiv er and a liar,” in a let-
ter read to his New  L ife Church. 
“There is part of my life that is so 

repulsiv e and dark  that I’v e been w ar-
ring against it all of my adult life,” he 
said in the letter.  
H aggard apologiz ed to his Colo-

rado S prings, Colorado congregation 
and ask ed for their forgiv eness in the 
letter read by pastor L arry S tock still, a 
member of the board of ov erseers of 
New  L ife Church. 
O n S aturday, the board ousted H ag-

gard from the 1 4,0 0 0 -member church, 
w hich he founded more than 20  years 
ago.  In a one-page statement issued 
S aturday afternoon, the board said, 
“O ur inv estigation and P astor H ag-
gard’s public statements hav e prov en 
w ithout a doubt that he has commit-
ted sexually immoral conduct.” 
A lso on that S aturday, H aggard re-

signed as president of the National 
A ssociation of E v angelicals, an um-
brella group representing more than 
45,0 0 0  churches w ith 30  million mem-
bers.  The group named a new  interim 
president the same day. 
 H aggard had prev iously admitted 

that he bought methamphetamine and 
got a massage from M ik e J ones, a for-
mer prostitute. J ones said the promi-
nent pastor had paid him for sex ov er 
a three-year period. 
H aggard, in an interv iew  w ith re-

porters on Friday, denied hav ing sex 
w ith J ones and said he did not use the 
drug and threw  it aw ay. 
In the letter read S unday, H aggard 

took  responsibility for his actions, say-
ing “I am guilty of sexual immorality” 
and noted that “the things I did opened 
the door for additional allegations.” 
H e ask ed the congregation to also 

forgiv e his accuser, w ho H aggard said 
has rev ealed “the deception… that 
w as in my life.” 

A n ov erflow  congregation respond-
ed to the announcement w ith a stand-
ing ov ation. 
In a separate letter from H aggard’s 

w ife, also read by S tock still, G ayle 
H aggard said w hile her heart is bro-
k en, she remains “committed to him, 
until death do us part.”  H aggard, 50 , 
and his w ife hav e fiv e children. 
H aggard initially denied k now ing 

J ones. H is admissions Friday sent 
shock  w av es through ev angelical cir-
cles, w here many leaders had rallied 
to his defense w hen the allegations 
surfaced earlier in the w eek . 
A lthough Time magaz ine had put 

H aggard on its list of the nation’s 25 
most influential ev angelicals, citing 
his White H ouse access, White H ouse 
spok esman Tony Fratto insisted that it 
w as inaccurate to portray H aggard as 
hav ing close White H ouse ties. 
In an interv iew  w ith reporters on 

Friday, J ones said he decided to go 
public about his sexual relationship 
w ith H aggard because of the pastor’s 
support for a constitutional amend-
ment banning same-sex marriage that 
is on the ballot Tuesday in Colorado. 
“For someone w ho is up there 

preaching that marriage should only 
be betw een a man and a w oman, and 
he’s going behind his w ife’s back  and 
seeing a gay man for sex — I felt lik e I 
ow ed it to the gay community to ex-
pose the hypocrisy,” J ones said. 
But J ones’ account of ev ents also 

came under scrutiny Friday after the 
results of a polygraph test he v olun-
teered to tak e for D env er’s K H O W 
radio, w here he originally made his 
allegations Wednesday. 
The polygraph examiner concluded 

J ones show ed some “deception.” 
H ow ev er, the examiner said because 
J ones w as exhausted at the time the 
test w as administered, it w ould need 
to be redone after he slept and ate to 
get more trustw orthy results. 
J ones told reporters that the part of 

the test he failed w as on the q uestion 
of w hether he and H aggard had sex. 
“I don’t understand w hy I failed 

the part about H aggard,” he said. 
“That’s the reason he contacted me to 
begin w ith.” 
H aggard had told reporters earlier 

in the w eek  that he did not k now  
J ones. But Friday, he said a D env er 
hotel w here he w as staying referred 
him to J ones for a massage, and J ones 
“told him about” the methampheta-
mine.  H e did not identify the hotel. 
J ones told reporters he did not sell 

methamphetamine to H aggard, but he 
said he gav e H aggard a contact to ob-
tain the drug and saw  him use it on 
multiple occasions. H e also said he 
w as “not listed w ith any concierge” at 
a D env er hotel. 
A sk ed about H aggard’s continued 

denials of a sexual relationship, J ones 
noted that H aggard had denied ev en 
k now ing him until he released v oice 
mails he had k ept from H aggard. 
A n expert hired by K U S A  con-

cluded the v oice on the messages w as 
probably H aggard, and a more de-
tailed analysis w as under w ay. The 
pastor admitted Friday that he did 
call J ones “to buy some meth, but I 
threw  it aw ay.” 
J ones has said he met H aggard 

three years ago w hen the pastor an-
sw ered his escort ad, pretending to be 
a man from K ansas City named “A rt.” 
H e said their sexual encounters con-
tinued monthly until A ugust. 
H aggard’s middle name is A rthur. 
J ones, w ho said he no longer w ork s 

as a prostitute, told reporters he only 
learned H aggard’s true identity sev -
eral months ago, w hen he recogniz ed 
him after seeing him on TV . 
“Y ou can’t put yourself in the posi-

tion he w as in and w ant respect and 
people to follow  your w ords w hen 
you’re actually doing the opposite be-
hind their back s,” J ones said. 
[ From a Nov  5 CNN.com article.]

 
“I do not feel obliged to believ e that the same G od w ho endow ed us w ith sense, reason, and intellect 

had intended for us to forgo their use.”  — G alileo 
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                                           A QUIZ: WHO SAID IT?  from w w w .seek erthoughts.blogspot.com  
 

1 . “A s the gov ernment of the U nited 
S tates is not, in any sense, founded on 
the Christian religion…” 

A . J ohn A dams  
B.  J oel Barlow   
C. G eorge Washington  

 

2. “I hope I liv e to see the day w hen, 
as in the early days of our country, w e 
w on’t hav e any public schools. The 
churches w ill hav e tak en them ov er 
again and Christians w ill be running 
them. What a happy day that w ill be! ” 

A .  D . J ames K ennedy  
B.  J erry Falw ell  
C.  G eorge W. Bush  

 

3. “A s to J esus of Naz areth…I hav e… 
some doubts as to his div inity;  though 
it is a q uestion I do not dogmatiz e 
upon, hav ing nev er studied it, and 
think  it needless to busy myself w ith 
it.”   A . A lbert E instein  

B.  J ohn D ew ey  
C.  Benj amin Frank lin  

 

4. “A nd often it is necessary to de-
ceiv e, and to do the greatest benefits 
by means of this dev ice, w hereas he 
w ho has gone by a straight course has 
done great mischief to the person 
w hom he has not deceiv ed.” 

A . Bill Clinton  
B. A nton L aV ey  
C. J ohn Chrysostom  

 

5. “A ccordingly, it must and dare not 
be considered a trifling matter but a 
most serious one to seek  counsel 
against this and to sav e our souls 
from the J ew s, that is, from the dev il 
and from eternal death. M y adv ice, as 
I said earlier, is: First, that their syna-
gogues be burned dow n, and that all 
w ho are able toss in sulphur and 
pitch;  it w ould be good if someone 
could also throw  in some hellfire. 
That w ould demonstrate to G od our 
serious resolv e and be ev idence to all 
the w orld that it w as in ignorance that 
w e tolerated such houses, in w hich 
the J ew s hav e rev iled G od.” 

A . S adaam H ussein  
B. A nw ar S adat 
C. M artin L uther  

6. “Communism w as the brainchild of 
G erman-J ew ish intellectuals.” 

A . J erry Falw ell 
B. A dolf H itler 
C. P at Robertson 

 

7. “When a man strik es his male or 
female slav e w ith a rod, and the slav e 
dies under his abuse, the ow ner must 
be punished. H ow ev er, if the slav e 
can stand up after a day or tw o, the 
ow ner should not be punished be-
cause he is his [ ow ner’s] property.” 

A . M oses  
B. M ohammad  
C. J efferson D av is  

 

8. “The courts are merely a ruse, if 
you w ill, for humanist, atheistic edu-
cators to beat up on Christians.” 

A . J erry Falw ell 
B. A dolf H itler 
C. P at Robertson 

 

9. “S ecular schools can nev er be toler-
ated because such a school has no re-
ligious instruction, and a general 
moral instruction w ithout a religious 
foundation is built on air;  conse-
q uently, all character training and re-
ligion must be deriv ed from faith . . . 
We need believ ing people.” 

A . J erry Falw ell  
B.  J ames D obson  
C. A dolf H itler  

 

1 0 . “In this hour I w ould ask  of the 
L ord G od only this: that, as in the 
past, so in the years to come H e 
w ould giv e H is blessing to our w ork  
and our action, to our j udgment and 
our resolution, that H e w ill safeguard 
us from all false pride and from all 
cow ardly serv ility, that H e may grant 
us to find the straight path w hich H is 
P rov idence has ordained for [ us]…” 

A . J erry Falw ell 
B. A dolf H itler 
C. P at Robertson 

 

1 1 . “It is impossible to rightly gov ern 
the w orld w ithout G od and the Bi-
ble.”A . G eorge Washington 

B. J ohn A dams 
C. Thomas J efferson  
D . None of the abov e 

ANSWERS: 
1 : B. From the Treaty of Tripoli, w rit-
ten by J oel Barlow  and ratified unani-
mously by Congress on J une 1 0 , 1 797. 
2: B. J erry Falw ell, in America Can Be 
S av ed , 1 979 
3: C. Benj amin Frank lin, in a letter to 
Y ale P resident E z ra S tiles. 
4: C: J ohn Chrysostom, A rchbishop of 
Constantinople, from T reat is e o n t h e 
P ries t h o o d ,  Bo o k  I . 
5: C. M artin L uther, P rotestant Refor-
mer, “The J ew s and Their L ies” ( 1 543) . 
6: C. P at Robertson, T h e N ew  W o rl d  
O rd er, ( 1 991 ) , p. 1 7. 
7: A . M oses, q uoting J ehov ah in E xo-
dus 21 :20 -21  ( NIV )  
8. C. P at Robertson, The 70 0  Club, O c-
tober 2, 1 990 . 
9: C: A dolf H itler, A pril 26, 1 933, from 
a speech made during negotiations  
leading to the Naz i-V atican Concor-
dat of 1 933. 
1 0 : B. A dolf H itler, from a speech at 
Wurz burg on J une 27, 1 937. 
1 1 :D . None of the abov e. Though w ide-
ly attributed to G eorge Washington, 
there is no ev idence of its v alidity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The complete works of Charles Darwin is available online at http://darwin-online.org.uk/. 
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WRONG on the Money!   
by AFS Treasurer Ed Buckner 

 I reported in last month’s A FNew s 
that, as of the end of S eptember, 
w e’v e raised $ 2 0 , 1 0 6 . 3 8  in dues, sub-
scriptions, and contributions. We 
hav e in fact only raised $ 1 3 , 3 1 3 . 9 6 .  
The good new s is that no one stole 

any of our money. The bad new s is 
that your treasurer, w hile generally 
competent and trustw orthy, is w oe-
fully inept at E xcel. It seems that 
sub-totaling a column and then add-
ing the sub-total as w ell as the indi-
v idual cells into a subseq uent total 
w ill giv e a b ad l y  incorrect sum. 
H ere’s hoping someone w ill con-

tribute another $ 6,792.42 j ust to k eep 
me from look ing stupid.   
In the meantime, I still say, 

“Thank s!  Thank s for your confi-
dence in the current leadership and 
thank s, especially, for supporting 
freethought and A FS .”  
 



 
 

                          Religion is Evil     by Mike Cornellison  
 believ e that religion has been a 
force for ev il in w orld history 

and in the liv es of people.  I w ill start 
out w ith a few  sw eeping accusations, 
and in the follow ing paragraphs ex-
plain my reasoning. 
M ost religion is based on distorted 

and politiciz ed history and myth, and 
most believ ers remain largely igno-
rant about the true historical origins 
of their faith.  Curing this ignorance 
w ould k ill the dependent beliefs ( ex-
cept for the hopelessly dishonest) . 
Religious leaders protect their in-

fluence through black mail: doubters 
are cast as arrogant sinners w ho hav e 
turned aw ay from G od. This intimi-
dates most believ ers from ask ing dif-
ficult q uestions. 
D istortion of history and intimida-

tion are ev il enough in themselv es, 
but the perpetuation of the religious 
belief system causes much greater 
problems than these. 
Religion discourages people from 

tak ing responsibility for their liv es 
and problems: they rely instead on 
false hopes ( prayer, div ine interv en-
tion) ;  they passiv ely w ait for G od to 
correct all inj ustices in the afterlife;  
they accept suffering as G od’s w ill, or 
a path to greater personal sanctity. 
Religion replaces difficult moral 

choices and challenges w ith easy for-
mulas: repent and be forgiv en;  you 
are sav ed by faith in G od.  Righteous-
ness in life becomes a simplistic set of 
beliefs and behav iors, replacing the 
need for thought, careful j udgment, 
open-mindedness, and moral courage. 
Thus religion mak es it easier to be 
immoral and irresponsible. 
Religion prov ides j ustification for 

self-righteousness and persecution. 
Throughout history, pow erful leaders 
hav e used religion to control their 
subj ects and destroy their enemies: 
the div ine right of k ings, the Inq uisi-
tion, w itch burnings, stonings, un-
counted w ars, popes of old, and mul-
lahs of today. 
There is a core set of religious be-

liefs, common to most religions:  

• There is a G od w ho defines req uired 
beliefs, and req uired and forbidden 
behav iors. 

• There are historical persons, sent by 
G od, to deliv er this message to M an. 

• It is M an’s obligation to hear this mes-
sage and to believ e and to obey. 

• Those w ho do not believ e and obey 
w ill suffer a terrible fate in the after-
life. 

• There are anointed agents of G od w ho 
interpret and direct religious and 
moral think ing, and it is M an’s obliga-
tion to hear and obey these agents ( or 
else) . 
S ome religions ( e.g. Buddhism)  do 

not fit this mold. These also do not 
claim div ine rev elation, an exclusiv e 
path to G od, or moral guides w ho 
demand obedience. 
When you step back  from the de-

tails and reduce religion to the abov e 
core principles, the absurdity of the 
w hole idea should be clear to any 
honest mind: 

• Why w ould G od communicate w ith 
M an through obscure messengers in 
ancient times?   Is this a reasonable 
method to reach all mank ind?   Is it 
not more reasonable to believ e that 
deluded people w ere pushing their 
ow n agendas?   Why should one be-
liev e otherw ise?  

• H ow  can one choose the “one true re-
ligion” among the many claimants to 
this title?  

• What happens to the great maj ority of 
persons w ho are nev er exposed to the 
ancient rev elations, and therefore 
hav e no w ay to reach G od?  

• Why w ould G od hate and torture per-
sons ( hellfire)  w ho do not accept his 
one true religion?   In a human, this 
w ould be the behav ior of an egoma-
niac, condemned in ev ery culture.  
D oes G od behav e lik e S talin?  

• What does G od gain from H ell?   Re-
v enge?   E go gratification?   D o you lik e 
this G od?  

• E v en if you believ e that H ell is a pro-
per fulfillment of div ine j ustice, the 
punishment does not rev erse the ev il 
that w as done — it j ust adds more ev il. 

I w ill now  pick  on Christianity, 
w hich is my ow n back ground.  From 
w hat I hav e read of Islam, it seems 
ev en more unreasonable. 
In Christianity, the core belief is 

that G od suffered and died to atone 
for the sins of M an ( or the O riginal 
S in of A dam) , thus mak ing M an w or-
thy to be lov ed by G od.  Is this a sound 
idea?   Would you accept the suffering 
of a mother as atonement for the 
crimes of her child?   D oes this mak e 
her ev il child more lov able?   A re ba-
bies born w ith A dam’s sin on their 
souls?   D oes this idea of O riginal S in 
and Redemption mak e sense?  
Christianity contains a great con-

tradiction: J esus told us to lov e our 
enemies, but G od throw s his enemies 
into eternal hellfire.  G od lov es only 
those w ho lov e and obey H im, reduc-
ing G od to an egomaniac lik e S talin. 
S ome apologists claim that mis-

guided humans hav e distorted the 
original truth brought to us by J esus, 
S t. P aul, etc.  P erhaps the idea of H ell 
w as inv ented by religious leaders to 
intimidate and subj ugate their follow -
ers, and the necessary w ords w ere put 
into the mouth of J esus by later w rit-
ers.  If this is true, then how  are w e 
supposed to k now  w hat is true and 
w hat has been inv ented or distorted?  
Whom can w e trust if the agents of 
G od are misleading us, or the div ine 
scripture has been manipulated?  
S ome apologists attempt to raise 

Christian religion to the lev el of phi-
losophy, turning dubious religious 
dogma into analogies representing 
sophisticated moral principles and 
eternal truths.  But one can arriv e at 
these same principles w ithout the in-
credible baggage of Christianity.  Is it 
not more logical to believ e that it is all 
claptrap?   There is an incredible bur-
den of proof ( logic and history)  and a 
long tradition of obv ious ev il for 
Christianity to ov ercome. 
The Christian Bible is far more 

myth than history.  In the case of the 
O ld Testament, this is obv ious enough, 
but this is also true for the New  Testa- 
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Religion is Evil  (continued) 

 ment. None of the four ev angelists 
k new  J esus personally — they w rote 30  
to 1 0 0 +  years after his death.  They re-
corded a v erbal tradition. They w ere 
motiv ated by desires to defend and 
spread their faith.  J ust lik e the prose-
lytiz ers of today, they w rote to get re-
sults.  We hav e no more reason to trust 
them than the founders of A strology. 
Citations from the New  Testament 

in other Christian w ritings do not ap-
pear until about the year 1 50 , and these 
are not the same as in later texts. The 
obv ious conclusion is that the New  

Testament w as still being rev ised 1 50  
years after J esus had left the scene. 
U nderstanding the early Church as 

a historical process is sufficient to ex-
plain ev erything.  There is no need to 
posit div ine interv ention. A nyone w ho 
believ es that the New  Testament is 
the w ord of G od does not base this be-
lief on history or logic, but on faith 
alone, and an incredible suppression 
of inconv enient historical data and 
logical thought. 
If Christianity ( or Islam or others)  is 

illogical and based on distorted his-

tory, is this ev il?   P erhaps it could be 
considered an innocuous pastime, or 
ev en an influence for good.  I disagree.  
For the reasons I hav e already giv en, 
freeing people from the obligation to 
think  critically has been a bad influ-
ence on both their personal liv es and 
the liv es of others, sometimes con-
tributing to great historical disasters 
and w idespread suffering and death 
( e.g. the Crusades, the 9/1 1  terrorist 
attack s, etc.) .  
Religion is clearly ev il. 
 

 
Atheist B o o k s F in d  a  M a r k et in  U . S .  

 fresh w av e of atheistic book s 
has hit the mark et this autumn, 

some climbing onto best-seller lists in 
w hat proponents see as a back lash 
against the w ay religion is entw ined 
in politics.  
“Religion is fragmenting the human 

community,” said S am H arris, author 
of L et t er  t o  a  C h r is t ia n  N a t io n , No. 
1 1  on the New  Y ork  Times nonfiction 
list as of O ctober 1 5. 
There is a “huge v isibility and po-

litical empow erment of religion.  P resi-
dent G eorge W. Bush used his first 
v eto to deny funding for stem cell re-
search and scientists ev eryw here w ere 
horrified,” he said in an interv iew . 
Religious polariz ation is part of 

many w orld conflicts, he said, includ-
ing those inv olv ing Israel and Iran, 
“but it’s nev er discussed.  I consider it 
the story of our time, w hat religion is 
doing to us. But there are v ery few  
people calling a spade a spade.” 
H is L et t er , a blunt 96-page pock et-

siz ed book  condensing arguments 
against belief in q uick -fire v olleys, 
appeared on the Times list j ust ahead 
of Th e G o d  D el u s io n , by Richard 
D aw k ins, a scientist at O xford U ni-
v ersity and long-time atheist. 
In addition, H arris’s Th e E n d  o f  

F a it h , a 20 0 4 w ork  w hich prompted 
his L et t er  as a response to critics, is 
holding the No. 1 3 Times spot among

nonfiction paperback s. 
P ublishers Week ly said the busi-

ness has seen “a strik ing number of 
impassioned critiq ues of religion -- any 
religion, but Christianity in particu-
lar,” a probably inev itable dev elop-
ment giv en “the super-soak ing of 
A merican politics and culture w ith re-
ligion in recent years.” 
P aul K urtz , founder of the Council 

for S ecular H umanism and publisher 
of F r ee I n q u ir y  magaz ine, said, “The 
A merican public is really disturbed 
about the role of religion in U .S . gov -
ernment policy, particularly w ith the 
Bush administration and the break -
dow n of church-state separation, and 
secondly w ith the conflict in the 
M ideast.” 
They are turning to free thought 

and secular humanism and publishers 
hav e recogniz ed this, he added. 
“I’v e published 45 book s, many criti-

cal of religion,” K urtz  said. “I think  in 
A merica w e hav e this notion of toler-
ance ... it w as considered bad taste to 
criticiz e religion. But I think  now  
there are profound q uestions about 
age-old hatreds.” 
D r. Timothy L arsen, professor of 

theology at Wheaton College in Illi-
nois, says any grow th in interest in 
atheism is a reflection of the strength 
of religion. 
That happened late in the 1 9th cen-

tury A merica w hen an era of intense 
religious conv iction gav e rise to 
v oices lik e famed agnostic Robert Ing-
ersoll, he said. 
For Christianity, he said, “It’s v ery 

important for people of faith to realiz e 
how  unsettling and threatening their 
posture and rhetoric and practice can 
feel to others.  S o it’s an opportunity 
for the church to look  at itself and say 
‘w e hav e done things ... that mak e 
other people uncomfortable.’  It is an 
opportunity for dialogue.” 
L arsen, author of the soon-to-be-

published C r is is  o f  D o u b t , added that 
in some sense atheism is “a disap-
pointment w ith G od and w ith the 
church.  S ome of these are people w e 
w ounded that w e should be handling 
pastorally rather than w ith aggressiv e 
k nock dow n debate.” 
These are also probably some of the 

same people H arris says he’s hearing 
from after his tw o book s.  
“M any, many readers feel utterly iso- 

lated in their communities,” he said. 
“They are surrounded by cult mem-
bers, from their point of v iew , and are 
unable to disclose their feelings.”  
“I get a lot of e-mail j ust expressing 

incredible relief that they are not alone 
… reliev ed that I’m w riting something 
that couldn’t be said,” H arris added.  

[ From an O ctober 1 8 article by         
M ichael Conlon for Reuters.]

 

 “Infidels in all ages hav e battled for the rights of man, and hav e at all times been 
the fearless adv ocates of liberty and j ustice.”  — Robert G . Ingersoll, from “The G ods,” 1 872 
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Bush ‘Faith-Based’ Initiative Was Used for GOP Campaigns, 

Former White House Official Charges in New Book 
White House Faith-Based Office is “Deplorable Sham” and Should Be Shut Down, Says AU’s Lynn 

 

new  book  by a former staffer in 
the White H ouse O ffice of Faith-

Based and Community Initiativ es de-
tails how  the much-ballyhooed Bush 
“faith-based” initiativ e w as cynically 
manipulated by Republican opera-
tiv es to help G O P  candidates lock ed 
in close races. 

D a v i d  K u o ’s forthcoming book , 
Temp t in g  F a it h :  A n  I n s id e S t o r y  o f  
P o l it ic a l  S ed u c t io n , also asserts that 
applications for federal faith-based 
funds w ere sometimes rej ected by re-
v iew ers because they came from non-
Christian applicants, that civ il rights 
rollback s sought by the administra-
tion w ere unneeded and that Bush’s 
conserv ativ e Christian allies w ere de-
rided behind their back s and bought 
off w ith White H ouse cufflink s and 
other trink ets. 
A mericans U nited for S eparation of 

Church and S tate, w hich has led oppo-
sition to P resident G eorge W. Bush’s 
faith-based initiativ e, said the infor-
mation is confirmation of critics’ long-
standing complaints. 
“This is proof that the faith-based 

initiativ e w as a deplorable sham from 
day one,” said the Rev . Barry W. L ynn, 
A mericans U nited executiv e director. 
“This initiativ e w as nev er about help-
ing the poor;  it w as about shameless 
partisan politick ing.  It has undercut 
the constitutional separation of church 
and state, and it has been horrible 
public policy. 
“The White H ouse faith-based of-

fice ought to be shut dow n today, be-
fore more taxpayer money is mis-
used,” L ynn said. “K uo’s book  con-
firms ev idence that A mericans U nited 
brought forw ard four years ago. The 

faith-based initiativ e is a trav esty that 
has gone on far too long.” 
K uo alleges that White H ouse stra-

tegist K arl Rov e and other Republican 
leaders staged a series of supposedly 
non-partisan ev ents around the faith-
based initiativ e in states w ith tight 
H ouse and S enate races. 
A ccording to K uo, 20  ev ents w ere 

held, and Republican candidates sub-
seq uently w on 1 9 of those races.  D is-
cussing the book  on M S NBC’s 
“Countdow n” on O ctober 1 1 , K eith 
O lbermann remark ed, “The [ faith-
based] office w as literally a taxpayer-
funded part of the Republican cam-
paign machinery.” 
In the book , K uo w rites that in 20 0 2, 

“The office decided to hold roundta-
ble ev ents for threatened incumbents 
w ith faith and community leaders, us-
ing the aura of the White H ouse pow er 
to get a div erse group of faith and 
community leaders to a ‘nonpartisan’ 
ev ent discussing how  best to help 
poor people in their area.” 
K uo says faith-based office staffers 

spent a lot of their time trying to prov e 
that religious groups w ere often de-
nied federal funds because they dis-
criminated in hiring on religious 
grounds.  In fact, staffers w ere able to 
find few  examples of such conduct. 
That absence of such ev idence dra-
matically undercuts the Bush admini-
stration’s demand that Congress re-
v ise civ il rights law  so that religious 
groups w ill be better able to apply for 
funds. 
K uo also said that non-Christian 

groups w ere sometimes excluded from 
faith-based funding, ev en though 
White H ouse officials insisted the 

money w ould be av ailable to all. 
K uo q uotes one official w ho rated 

grant applications.  H e told K uo, 
“When I saw  one of those non-
Christian groups on the set I w as re-
v iew ing, I j ust stopped look ing at 
them and gav e them a z ero.  A  lot of 
us did.” 
While the White H ouse w as happy 

to tak e ev angelicals’ v otes, it had 
nothing but contempt for their lead-
ers, K uo asserts.  H e alleges that 
staffers in Rov e’s office referred to Re-
ligious Right leaders as “nuts” and 
w rites, “National Christian leaders re-
ceiv ed hugs and smiles in person and 
then w ere dismissed behind their 
back s and described as ridiculous, out 
of control and j ust plain goofy.” 
To placate them, the ev angelical 

leaders w ere giv en White H ouse cuff-
link s or pens, K uo w rites. 
A mericans U nited’s L ynn said the 

new  rev elations underscore charges 
A U  made four years ago about the 
faith-based initiativ e. 
D uring the 20 0 2 elections, A U  is-

sued a report noting that J ames 
Tow ey, then head of the faith-based 
office, trav eled to states and districts 
w ith close races to host “seminars” on 
how  religious leaders could get fed-
eral money.  H e w as usually accom-
panied by Republican candidates. The 
pattern w as repeated in 20 0 4. 
Concluded L ynn, “A ll of this j ust 

underscores w hy the faith-based ini-
tiativ e is such a bad idea. The White 
H ouse politiciz ed the initiativ e, and 
many religious leaders hav e ended up 
being manipulated.  I hope this sorry 
incident is a lesson to them.” 
[ From an O ct. 1 2 A U  press release.] 
 

 

“Fear paralyz es the brain. P rogress is born of courage.  Fear believ es;  courage doubts.  Fear falls upon the earth and prays;  
courage stands erect and think s.  Fear retreats;  courage adv ances.  Fear is barbarism;  courage is civ iliz ation.   

Fear believ es in w itchcraft, in dev ils and in ghosts.  Fear is religion, courage is science.”  
— Robert G . Ingersoll, from “The G hosts,” 1 877 

 

“For those searching for truth — not the truth of dogma and dark ness, but the truth brought by reason, search, examina-
tion and inq uiry — discipline is req uired.  For faith, as w ell intentioned as it may be, must be built on facts, not fiction.  

Faith in fiction is a damnable false hope.”   — Thomas A . E dison 
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Letter wrong; Individual prayer allowed in school 
DEAR EDITOR: 
 

Re :  C h a d  W i l l i a m s ’ Letter to editor, “S c h ool  p ray er m ig h t 
p reven t viol en c e,” O c t.  4  M D J  
 

T h e M arietta D ail y  J ou rn al , w ith  p l en ty  of  h el p  f rom  s om e 
of  y ou r il l -in f orm ed readers  l ik e M r.  W il l iam s , is  p erp etu -
atin g  b ig  l ies  ab ou t s c h ool  p ray er.   T h e c artoon  in  F riday ’s  
edition  s h ow in g  th e teac h er p rom is in g  n ot to tel l  on  s tu -
den ts  w h o w an t to p ray  c on tin u es  th is  m is in f orm ation .  
 

T h ere is  n o reas on  at al l  to b el ieve th at m ore p ray in g  b y  
an y on e in  an y  s c h ool s  w ou l d redu c e th e h orrif ic  viol en c e 
th at oc c u rs  th ere — rarel y .   T h e rec en t in c iden ts  did n ot 
even  in vol ve viol en c e b y  an y on e w h o w ork ed at or at-
ten ded th e s c h ool s .   I t c am e f rom  ou ts iders , m en  u n l ik el y  
to h ave k n ow n  or c ared w h eth er an y on e w as  p ray in g  in  
th e s c h ool .   T h e m u rderer of  th e A m is h  g irl s  w as  n ot on l y  
rel ig iou s , h e even  ap p aren tl y  b l am ed G od f or h is  m is ery  
an d in direc tl y  f or h is  ac tion s .   
 

M r.  W il l iam s ’s  p rof ou n d l ac k  of  u n ders tan din g  is  s h ow n  
n ot on l y  b y  h is  ref eren c e to th e n eed f or s el f -real iz ation    

 
 b y  M adal y n  M u rray  O ’H air — w h o died m ore th an  1 0  y ears  
ag o — b u t m ore b y  h is  in ab il ity  to reas on  l og ic al l y .    H e 
im p l ies  th at a m aj ority  vote in  f avor of  f orc ed g overn m en t 
p ray er w ou l d m ak e it rig h t an d m ak e it ef f ec tive.   H e ap -
p aren tl y  does  n ot u n ders tan d th at ou r C on s titu tion  an d 
th e F irs t A m en dm en t p rotec t in dividu al  l ib erties  ag ain s t 
m aj orities  an d g overn m en ts .  
 

M r.  W il l iam s  m ay  b e w il l in g  to c h an g e h is  rel ig iou s  b el ief s  
an d p rac tic es  b as ed on  a m aj ority  vote, b u t n on e of  th e 
res t of  u s  n eed ac c ep t th is .   N o A m eric an  c ou rt h as  ever 
ru l ed, or even  b een  as k ed to ru l e, th at an y on e, w h eth er a 
s ix th -g rader, a teac h er or a p rin c ip al , c an n ot p ray  in  
s c h ool .   T h e on l y  res tric tion s  h ave b een  to p roh ib it g ov-
ern m en t ag en ts  f rom  dec idin g  rel ig iou s  m atters  f or s tu -
den ts , l eadin g  oth ers  in  p ray er, or en dors in g  a rel ig iou s  
b el ief .  
  E d B u c k n er 
  S ou th ern  D irec tor 
  C ou n c il  f or S ec u l ar H u m an is m  S m y rn a  
 

 

October 2006 Board Meeting Minutes
 

Present: Steve Yothment (President), Judy Thompson (VPI),  
 Freya Harris (VPE), Jack McKinney, Lew Southern, 
 Jim Middleton and Bill Burton. 
Date/Time:  October 15, 2006, 2:10 PM 
Minutes taken by Jim Middleton. 
 

Before the meeting was called to order, there was a discussion 
concerning the presence of a quorum.  It was determined that a 
quorum was present; and, the president called the meeting to or-
der and declared that a quorum was present. 
 

Minutes: The minutes of the September 17 meeting were ap-
proved as presented. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer was absent, but he had pre-
pared a report that was sent by e-mail to all board members.   
The board accepted the report. 

 

Property:  Lew reported that the Collins Springs Primitive Bap-
tist Church property is still a viable home for AFS.  The property 
could perhaps be purchased with a quitclaim deed, and the title 
subsequently cleared. 
 

One proposal by Lew is that a group of AFS members purchase 
the CSPBC property with an agreement with AFS that AFS will 
use the property and maintain it, paying only interest on the pur-
chase amount.  When title is cleared, the group will convey the 
property to AFS.  The group will get legal opinions before pursu-
ing the proposal. 
 

The board authorized Lew to continue his pursuit of the CSPBC 
property.  When the group is ready to purchase the property, the 
AFS board will vote on the proposed agreement with the group. 

It was mentioned that the gas is off in Suite 400; thus, we must 
be concerned with the possibility of frozen pipes.  Lew volun-
teered to watch the property, and possibly turn off the water and 
drain the pipes if a hard freeze in expected. 
 

Elections:  In view of the imminent election, ballots must be sent 
out soon.  Judy will send the list of nominations to Steve, and 
Steve will print the ballots.  A group will meet on November 12, 
2006, to stuff ballots into envelopes. 
 

Newsletter:  It was mentioned that we ought to have a “drop-
dead” date for mailing the newsletter.  The board agreed, and the 
date set is the Monday before the AFS meeting.  
 

Miscellaneous:  There was a discussion about who can be in-
volved in the election.  It was agreed that a candidate for election 
cannot serve on the election committee.  Lew was appointed 
chair of the election committee. 
 

There was further discussion on what constitutes a quorum.  Af-
ter reading the by-laws related to a quorum, our interpretation is 
that the bylaws indicate that the Board of Directors consists of 
the six elected directors plus the four officers, or five if an Editor 
of the Monthly Publication has been appointed.  Therefore, ac-
cording to the bylaws, a quorum consists of:  at least four direc-
tors and two officers, or three directors and three officers, or two 
directors and four officers.  Therefore the initial determination of 
a quorum was correct. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was concluded at 
3:25 PM. 

 

eight                A tl a n ta  F r eetho u ght N ew s               N o v em b er  2 0 0 6  

Letters to the Editor from AFS Members 
 

 Clipped 
  

Ed Buckner’s letter was printed in the Marietta Daily Journal on October 12. 
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The N o v em b er  M eeti n g :  
Sunday, N o v e m b e r  1 2  
1 : 0 0  at  t h e  A F  C e nt e r  

1 1 7 0  G r i m e s  B r i dg e  R o ad 
R o s w e l l , G A  

 

T h i s  M o nt h ’ s  Sp e ak e r :  
Clark Adams   
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