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The September AFS Meeting 
The September 14 AFS meeting will include a talk by 

Chris Wilson on his recently-published book, Healing The 
Unhappy Caveman: Why The Human Mind Was Not De-
signed For Happiness And What You Can Do About It.  
(You can see details of the book, an author biography and 
years of blog posts at http://www.enlightenedcaveman.com/.)  

Chris will discuss rationality in modern society—specifi-
cally asking how rational we really are and whether there 
are limits to how rational we can (and should) be.  The first 
20 attendees will receive a free copy of his book. 

The meeting will be at our new property, Atlanta Free-
thought Hall, 4775 N. Church Lane SE, Smyrna, GA, at 
2:00 PM, right after the Potluck Lunch.  

To get there, take I-285 (the perimeter road around At-
lanta) to Exit 16 (Atlanta Road).  Turn toward Atlanta.  Go 
½ mile and then turn right onto N. Church Lane.  Go only 
300 feet to Atlanta Freethought Hall, which is on the left. 

The September Potluck Lunch 
Before the September meeting, we will have a Potluck 

Lunch, starting at 1:00. Join AFS members and guests for 
some good food and great socializing.  Please bring food 
according to the first letter of your last name as follows:  

A-G: Bring a side dish; 
H-P: Bring a main dish;  
Q-Z: Bring a dessert. 

AFS will provide drinks, plates and silverware.  
Folding chairs are not needed. (We now have painted 

seating benches along three sides of the pavilion.)  

The AFS Social 
The next AFS Social will be at Panahar Restaurant, 3375 

Buford Hwy, Atlanta, on Friday, September 19, at 7:00 PM. 

The AFS Yard Sale: September 20 
The Atlanta Freethought Society will have a Yard Sale 

from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM on Saturday, September 20, at 
Atlanta Freethought Hall. Bring your stuff and be ready for 
some good deals.  See the article on page 4 for details. 

The AFS Reading Group 
The AFS Reading Group will meet on Thursday, Sep-

tember 25, at 7:30 PM at Atlanta Freethought Hall. The 
group will discuss any books read in the past few months.  
(We’ve not met for the past 2 months).  On the reading list 
especially for this meeting was the book The Blood of the 
Lamb: A Novel by Peter De Vries.  

If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Steve Yothment or 
Brian Shriver at bookclub@atlantafreethought.org .   

 

Other Meetings of Interest 
The Fellowship of Reason meets on the first Sunday of 

every month at 1:00 PM at the Northwest Unitarian Uni-
versalist Congregation, 1025 Mount Vernon Hwy, in At-
lanta.  For details, see http://www.fellowshipofreason.com.  

 

The Humanists of Georgia will meet at the AF Hall Pa-
vilion on September 21 at 1:00 PM for their annual picnic. 
For details, see http://www.geocities.com/gahumanists/. 

 

The Secular Organizations for Sobriety meets at the At-
lanta Freethought Center every Tuesday evening at 8:00 PM. 
SOS is the secular substitute for Alcoholics Anonymous. 

 

GUST (Gwinnett: Understanding Secular Truths) will 
meet at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Gwinnet (12  

Bethesda Church Road, in Lawrenceville) on Wednesday, 
Sept. 10, at 7:00 PM.  For details, see http://gust.domek.org/.  

 

A Freethought Discussion Group meets in Fayetteville, 
GA on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM at Starbucks on Hwy 54.  
The group also meets for lunch on the first and third Sat-
urday of the month. For more information, contact Shelby 
Weddle, the group’s leader, at freediscussion@hotmail.com. 

 

There will be a “meetup” for Atlanta atheists on Sunday, 
September 14, at 6:00 PM at Thinking Man Tavern, 537 W. 
Howard Ave, in Decatur, GA.  

 

Yet another meetup for Atlanta atheists is scheduled for 
Sunday, September 28, at 4:00 PM at Five Seasons Brewery, 
5600 Roswell Rd, in Atlanta.  

 
“Ignorance more frequently begets confidence than does knowledge: it is those who know little, and not those who know much, 

who so positively assert that this or that problem will never be solved by science.”  —Charles Darwin, from The Decent of Man 
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Dare to Think  for Yourself 

AFS Meetings and Activities 
 Sept 14:  AFS Board Meeting at AF Hall, 11:00 AM. 
 Sept 14:  AFS Potluck Lunch at AF Hall, 1:00 PM. 
 Sept 14:  AFS General Meeting at AF Hall, 2:00 PM. 
 Sept 19:  AFS Social, Panahar Restaurant, 7:00 PM. 
 Sept 20:  AFS Yard Sale at AF Hall, 10:00 to 3:00. 
 Sept 25:  AFS Reading Group at AF Hall, 7:30 PM. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Programs and Speakers 
All programs are on the second Sunday of each month at the AFS Center, 1170 

Grimes Bridge Road, Roswell, GA, unless otherwise noted.  Programs start at 1:00 
PM, but feel free to arrive at 12:00 for socializing.  Visitors are always welcome. 
   
Sept 14:  Chris Wilson will speak on his new book Healing The Unhappy Caveman. 
       (See http://www.enlightenedcaveman.com/.)  
 

Oct 12:   Dr. Niall Shanks will speak on his new book God, the Devil, and Darwin:  
     A Critique of Intelligent Design Theory. 

 

Nov 9:   TBD 
 

Dec 14:  TBD  
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Membership in AFS is $25/year for  
individuals, $35 for households, and  

$10 for students/low income/under 21. 
Add $15 to receive AFNews by mail.  
Sustaining members (individual) $100 
and sustaining members (households) 
$125.  Subscriptions alone are $20 for 

12 issues, $25 to Canada/Mexico,  
$30 for other addresses.  Please make 
checks and money orders payable to  

Atlanta Freethought Society, Inc. 
 

Visit our World Wide Web site at 
www.atlantafreethought.org.   

Send E-mail to 
afs@atlantafreethought.org. 
AFS Webmaster: Walter Bell 
Call and leave messages on the 
AFS Info Line: 404-ATHEIST 

 

The Atlanta Freethought Society is a member-run organization dedicated 
to advancing freethought and protecting the rights and reputation of free-
thinkers, agnostics, atheists and humanists.  

We welcome anyone who is interested in learning about living a good 
life free from religion through attending AFS speeches, debates, and dis-
cussions. We employ protests, letters to the editor, broadcast appearances, 
and any other reasonable and civil means available to achieve our mission.  

We define freethought as “the forming of opinions about life in general 
and religion in particular on the basis of reason and the evidence of our 
senses, independently of tradition, authority, or established belief.” 

We actively support a strict separation of church and state as the best 
means to guarantee liberty for all, regardless of religious belief or lack of 
belief. 

We seek to educate ourselves on many topics but especially on religion 
and non-religion. We do this through a series of thought-provoking speak-
ers and programs, and by maintaining a web forum and an extensive li-
brary of freethought, religious, and related books, pamphlets, videotapes, 
and audiotapes. 

We provide an organization where freethinkers and non-theists can de-
velop friendships, talk freely, socialize and enjoy each other’s company.  
We do not discriminate against anyone on such irrelevant grounds as race, 
sexual orientation, age, gender, class, or physical disability.  We welcome 
members and leaders of all political parties and preferences. 

Because we are designated by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) educational organiza-
tion, contributions to AFS are tax deductible. 

Any who are like-minded are welcome to join us. 
 

AFS Email Lists 
The AFS eNews Announcement list provides subscribers with reminders and up-
dates on AFS activities and news. The AFS Forum is a place for discussions of 
freethought, atheism, agnosticism, church-state separation, and religion. Visit the 
AFS website at http://www.atlantafreethought.org for more info or to subscribe. 



 
 

 

Americans United Hails Florida Supreme Court Ruling 
Removing Deceptive Amendments From Florida Ballot  

The Decision Preserves Florida Constitution’s Religious Liberty Protections, Says Church-State Watchdog Group 
 

mericans United for Separation 
of Church and State issued a 

press release on September 3 hailing 
the ruling by the Florida Supreme 
Court that removed two ballot 
amendments that would have erased 
religious freedom safeguards and 
harmed public schools in the state. 

The lawsuit, Ford v. Browning, filed 
by Americans United and other civil 
liberties and education groups in June, 
asserted the Taxation and Budget Re-
form Commission exceeded its au-
thority by approving both ballot 
amendments and that one of the 
amendments is worded misleadingly. 

“This ruling puts an end to a dan-
gerous assault on the religious liberty 

rights of all Floridians,” said the Rev. 
Barry W. Lynn, Americans United ex-
ecutive director. “These reckless and 
deceptive amendments had no busi-
ness being on the ballot in the first 
place, and we’re glad to see them go.” 

Lynn noted that former Gov. Jeb 
Bush engineered the placement of the 
amendments on the ballot. If ap-
proved, they would have permitted 
voucher subsidies for religious and 
other private schools in Florida and 
eliminated the state constitution’s lan-
guage barring tax aid to religion, 
opening up massive new streams of 
public funding to private religious 
schools and houses of worship. 

“Religious liberty and public edu-

cation are two cornerstones of the  
American way of life, and these 
amendments would have badly dam-
aged both of them,” said Rabbi Merrill 
Shapiro, a plaintiff in the lawsuit and 
vice president of Americans United. 
“We’re glad the Florida Supreme 
Court did its duty and put a stop to it.”  

In addition to Americans United, 
groups who backed the lawsuit in-
clude the Florida Education Associa-
tion, the Florida School Boards Asso-
ciation, the Florida Association of Dis-
trict School Superintendents, the 
Florida Association of School Admin-
istrators, the Florida ACLU, the Anti-
Defamation League and People For 
the American Way. 
 

 

Fundamentalist Group Drops Public Funding 
Windfall After Americans United Protest 

Kentucky Arm of “Teen Challenge” Gives Up $50,000 Federal Grant 
  

fundamentalist Christian group 
that claims to help people over-

come drug and alcohol addiction 
through Bible study and prayer has 
given up a federal grant after Ameri-
cans United for Separation of Church 
and State protested the funding. 

Attorneys with Americans United 
wrote a letter to the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) in 
June, noting that a $50,000 grant to 
Teen Challenge of Kentucky raised se-
rious constitutional issues. The money 
was allocated through the Compas-
sion Capital Fund, a special program 
created as part of President George W. 
Bush’s “faith-based” initiative. 

Teen Challenge, Americans United 
pointed out, requires participants to 
take part in prayer, worship, Bible 
study and other religious activities. 
Program participants must sign a 
“Civil Rights Waiver” in which each 
surrenders the right to “exercis[e] the 
religion of my choice.” 

Applicants for the program are re-
quired to describe their Christian faith 

and agree to conduct themselves in a 
“Christ-like manner.” The organiza-
tion vows to offer “deliverance from 
addiction through a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ and practical 
application of Biblical principles.” 

Public funding of such activities, 
Americans United asserted, would 
clearly violate the First Amendment. 

In response to Americans United’s 
letter, an official with HHS wrote to 
say that Teen Challenge “voluntarily 
terminated” its participation in the 
program. 

The Rev. Barry W. Lynn, Americans 
United executive director, said he was 
pleased with the outcome but noted 
that Teen Challenge should never 
have received public funds in the first 
place. 

“Teen Challenge boasts about its 
program being saturated with fun-
damentalist Christianity and makes it 
clear that required participation in re-
ligious activities is key to its ap-
proach,” Lynn said. “I cannot imagine 
a worse candidate for tax funding.”  

“Bush administration officials have 
claimed that they do not fund reli-
gious activities, but this grant sug-
gests otherwise,” he continued. “Ap-
parently their policy is to do it until 
they get caught.” 

Lynn noted that while fundamen-
talist groups like Teen Challenge often 
claim high rates of success, no empiri-
cal data backs up the claim. 

“Tax funds were being funneled to 
this organization even though it 
openly boasts about its religious con-
tent, and there’s no evidence its ap-
proach even works,” Lynn said. “This 
incident is a perfect example of what’s 
so wrong with faith-based initiatives.” 

AU Senior Litigation Counsel Alex 
Luchenitser, who handled the AU 
complaint about the funding, said, 
“This was a clear example of unconsti-
tutional support of religious coercion 
and discrimination. I’m glad we were 
able to bring the matter to an appro-
priate conclusion.”  
[From an August 22 press release by 
Americans United: http://www.au.org. ]
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The AFS Yard Sale: Saturday, September 20 
By Ed Buckner 

 

he Atlanta Freethought Society’s 
Board of Directors has seen fit, 
after only a brief struggle, to 

name me as Chief Administrator for 
Sale in September for a Yard Sale 
(Chief Yard Sale A.S.S. Officer, for 
short).  I therefore hereby announce 
that AFS will have a yard sale worth 
driving to from Alabama or Alaska:  

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, 20 
September (six days after our next 
regular meeting).  

You have, I know, been wondering 
how to help your beloved AFS—you 
realize that we need money, that a 
contribution of $85,000 would really 
help, but you cannot manage to do 
that just now (cash flow problems and 
what have you), so what, not in God’s 
name, can you possibly do?  

Well, first of all, even $84,500 would 
help, it really would.  

But second, even if you cannot af-
ford a dime, you can give us serious 
help and have a seriously good time

while you’re at it: 
1. Donate items for the yard sale. 

Anything of even modest value that 
can be sold will be welcome. Bring 
items to the 14 September (Sunday 
meeting) or on Friday morning, 19 
September. (If neither time will work, 
call Ed at 770-432-3049.)  Please, 
please, if you can, put a price sticker 
on your items—remember that we ac-
tually want to sell it, but we want as 
much as we can get for it at a one-day 
yard sale. Remember, too, that we’ll 
reduce prices during the sale, proba-
bly twice—and that we’ll bargain with 
Satan or anyone else. And remember, 
also, that we do not have any long-
time storage space and that we will 
haul all leftover goods to Goodwill af-
terwards.  

2. Come on Friday, 19 September 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and help us or-
ganize, price, sort, etc.  

3. If you have stuff you want to sell 
and you want to keep the proceeds

and if you are a paid up member of 
AFS, come and set up a booth or table 
and sell your stuff on Saturday. You 
will not get the best sales spaces (AFS 
gets those) and you have to be re-
sponsible for your own table, chairs, 
and stuff, but it will only cost a gener-
ous donation (maximum $84,500, of 
course—but otherwise, it’ll be up to 
you) after the sale.  

4. Tell your friends—and remember, 
even non-heathens like bargains. 
While we will probably have some 
newsletters and other information on 
AFS available, the purpose of this 
event will be dollars, not education.  

5. On Saturday, come buy—and 
come help us sell, too.  

I'll prepare and put out some signs 
before the sale and send an e-mail out 
to neighborhood associations nearby. 
We will not, this time, buy any ads.  

Call (770-432-3049) or e-mail Ed at 
ed@buckners.us if you have complaints 
or suggestions.  
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 Here is Donna Gore posing with James 
Randi at Dragoncon in Atlanta.  Donna 
remarked on the AFS Forum email list 
that “Randi was so sweet.  I always had 
this image of him as a bad ass for going 
after the Sylvia Brownes of the world.  
So I guess I figured he would be kinda 
gruff.  But he was so friendly and kind...  
He gave me a big hug and said, ‘You 
aren’t by chance a wealthy widow, are 
you?’  I replied, ‘No, unfortunately not.’  
He said, ‘Oh drat, I’m looking for a rich 
widow.’”  
   (Thanks to Ken for taking the picture.) 

 

A last minute update: Jack McKinney has volunteered to haul items in his truck for a reasonable distance to 
the Yard Sale as needed, so, if you have things to donate but can’t transport them, call Jack at 770-424-5004. 



  

 
The President is Confused Again  

By Gary Whittenberger1  
 

tanding at the entrance of a Prot-
estant church in Beijing during 

the China Olympics, with his arm 
around the minister and surrounded 
by his wife and a throng of children 
from the church, President George 
Bush said to the news cameras: “Laura 
and I just had the great joy and privi-
lege of worshiping here in Beijing, 
China. You know, it just goes to show 
[looking upward] that God is univer-
sal and God is love. And no state 
[shaking head side to side], man, or 
woman should fear the influence of 
loving religion. I want to thank the 
pastor for his hospitality. I want to 
thank this beautiful choir for singing 
Amazing Grace and Edelweis. It was 
a touching moment. It’s been a joy to 
worship here. And again I want to 
thank you sir, and God bless you. God 
bless you.” You can watch the video 
of this speech for yourself.2  

Among his many inadequacies, the 
Current Occupant of the Presidency 
just doesn’t understand the difference 
between endorsing freedom of relig-
ion and endorsing religion itself. His 
confusion is demonstrated in this brief 
declaration he made to the world ear-
lier this morning, August 10, 2008. 
Maybe we could have excused him if 
he had said something like this: 
“Laura and I just had the opportunity 
to attend the religious service of this 
church. I thank the pastor here for in-
viting us. And I thank the government

of China for making great progress on 
religious freedom during the last dec-
ade and for allowing this service to 
take place. I look forward to the day 
when other religious freedoms are 
implemented here. As a member of 
the community of nations, the United 
States supports the right of all people 
to devote themselves peaceably to 
their own worldviews, believing in a 
divinity or not, unencumbered, as 
they see fit. Thank you.” 

But no, Mr. Bush just could not re-
strain himself from deliberately an-
tagonizing the host country and en-
dorsing his own religious views 
which resembled those held by the 
congregants of the Chinese Christian 
church he visited. Unfortunately, he 
seems to have crossed a constitutional 
line and in his official capacity as 
President of the United States has fa-
vored one religious belief system over 
others and over no belief at all. In do-
ing this he has abused his power and 
authority. I assume that he was on 
this trip to China on the tax-payer 
dime, and if so, then he is misusing 
our money to promote his own reli-
gious views. This is exactly the kind 
of thing Thomas Jefferson was trying 
to prevent when he helped to draft 
the Constitution’s First Amendment. 

Let us briefly look at the religious 
propositions which our dear President 
has propounded in his little act of 
evangelizing: 1) God exists. How does

Mr. Bush know this? What is the ob-
jective evidence to support it? 2) God 
is universal. Really? For being univer-
sal, there seems to be a great deal of 
confusion and disagreement about 
God’s existence, nature, and wishes. 
3) God is love. How often do we hear 
this trite refrain? Where was this lov-
ing God when the recent earthquake 
occurred in China, killing at least 
60,000 people? Did God cause this or 
allow it to happen? 4) Nobody should 
fear the influence of loving religion. 
Perhaps, but shouldn’t we fear the in-
fluence of hating religion, and this 
type has caused much trouble re-
cently. Might there be something 
about the nature of religious belief it-
self which too easily leads to division, 
strife, and aggression? 5) God blesses 
some people when asked to do so by 
other people. Really? Several well-
designed experimental studies seem 
to argue against this hypothesis. What 
evidence does Mr. Bush have that his 
all-too-frequent requests for God’s 
blessing have any effect at all? These 
propositions are on very shaky 
ground, untuned to the evidence, and 
perhaps merely speculations. This is 
part of the reason they are classified 
as “religious beliefs.” 

When acting as President of our 
country and visiting another, Mr. 
Bush is obligated to keep his religious 
beliefs to himself. Both Reason and 
our constitution demand it. 

 

1 Gary Whittenberger Ph.D. is a semi-retired psychologist, living in Tallahassee, Florida, who belongs to several freethink-
ing groups and supports the Atlanta Freethought Society.  You may contact him at http://www.TallySkeptic.com. 

2 See the video of the speech at http://tinyurl.com/59fcky, which is a shortened URL for http://www.comcast.net/data/fan/html/pop 
up.html?v=818949932&pl=apfannews.xml&config=&launchpoint=Link&cid=fanlink&attr=news_sidebar&tab=news. 
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“When I became convinced that the Universe is natural—that all the ghosts and gods are myths, there entered into 
my brain, into my soul, into every drop of my blood, the sense, the feeling, the joy of freedom ... For the first time, I 

was free ... I stood erect and joyously faced all worlds. And then my heart was filled with gratitude, with thank-
fulness, and went out in love to all the heroes, the thinkers who gave their lives for the liberty of hand and brain ... 
And then I vowed to grasp the torch that they had held, and hold it high, that light might conquer darkness still.” 

 

—Robert Ingersoll, from “Why I Am An Agnostic,” chapter XI   (See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_G._Ingersoll.) 



  

 
Louisiana Enacts ‘Science Education’ Act  

By Sheldon F. Gottlieb  
 

ecently, Louisiana Governor 
Bobby Jindel signed into law 

Louisiana Senate Bill 733 (the “Science 
Education Act”), which gives teachers 
the right to introduce into the class-
room “supplemental textbooks and 
other instructional materials” about 
evolution, the origins of life, global 
warming, and human cloning.  This 
material is not required to meet even 
the minimal standards of academic 
legitimacy set by scientifically re-
spected agencies or be approved by 
the state’s Department of Education. 
By adopting this bill, the governor 
and state legislature, under the tute-
lage of the Discovery Institute of Seat-
tle, Washingon—the country’s leading 
think tank for intelligent design—are 
undermining the state’s K-12 science 
standards and forcing religion into the 
public schools. 

This legislation was enacted despite 
the advice and efforts of teachers and 
scientists in Louisiana. I myself ap-
peared on the Jeff Crouere radio talk-
show for almost an hour arguing 
against the passage of the Science 
Education Act. What this law permits 
is unconscionable. Allowing any ma-
terial in the classroom that discredits 
empirically derived knowledge is in-
ane. Pandering politicians have been 
allowed to abjure the First Amend-
ment and destroy what Jefferson 
termed the “separation of church and 
state”—just to further the political 
agenda of the fundamentalist reli-
gious segment of society. 

One cannot help but wonder 
whether this is Louisiana’s delayed 
response to the defeat it suffered in 
the Supreme Court in 1987 when it 
lost the Edwards v. Aguilard case, in 
which Louisiana’s “Creationism Act” 
was held to be unconstitutional. The 
Creationism Act prohibited the teach-
ing of evolution in public schools ex-
cept when it was accompanied by in-

struction in “creation science.” The 
Court also found that a comprehen-
sive science education program is un-
dermined when evolution cannot be 
taught except alongside creation sci-
ence. It was in that case that Justice 
Scalia wrote a dissenting legal/politi-
cal (not scientific) opinion in which he 
argued for the teaching of religion to 
be coequal to science in the public 
school system. He showed himself to 
be a scientific illiterate and supporter 
of religiously based anti-intellectual-
ism.   

Concern about the appointment of 
Supreme Court justices and their rul-
ings in the future should not be lim-
ited to subjects such as the reproduc-
tive rights gained in Roe v. Wade. Sci-
ence education is also at risk. Issues of 
science are supposed to be settled in 
the laboratory, not a court of law. 
However, since curricula develop-
ment has a political component asso-
ciated with it, religious fanatics will 
strive to win in the political arena. 
That is why the fundamentalist Reli-
gious Right wants more justices like 
Anton Scalia and Clarence Thomas 
appointed to the Supreme Court. 

The consequences will be severe if 
this comes to pass. The American and 
global economy is dependent on ad-
vances in science and technology. Any 
country that does not maintain a high 
standard of science education will be 
undermining its economy and world 
status by failing to have the necessary 
scientific and technological base re-
quired for its support. Also in the 
Christianizing of American politics, 
especially since the 1980s and rapidly 
escalating with President George W 
Bush’s “faith-based” agenda, there is 
the danger of the rise of the Christian 
Taliban. Unless the citizenry is vigi-
lant, it will be upon them with virtu-
ally no way to undo it.  

The role of the Discovery Institute 

in enacting Louisiana’s law is interest-
ing for two reasons. First is because 
the Discovery Institute declined to tes-
tify in the Dover v. Kitzmiller case—the 
first major constitutional test of intel-
ligent design. District Judge E. John 
Jones III ruled against the Dover Area 
School District by stating that “ID can-
not uncouple itself from its creation-
ist, and thus religious, antecedents.” 
With respect to whether intelligent 
design is science, Judge Jones wrote 
that ID “is not science and cannot be 
adjudged a valid, accepted scientific 
theory as it has failed to publish in 
peer-reviewed journals, engage in re-
search and testing, and gain accep-
tance in the scientific community.” 
Second, despite this major constitu-
tional defeat, the Institute is still the 
prime mover in promoting similar 
legislation in other states. 

The failure of the Institute to par-
ticipate in the Dover v. Kitzmiller case 
could cause one to conclude that the 
Institute’s administration and scien-
tists did not want to disgrace them-
selves in public. That way, they could 
continue to promote public ignorance 
and raise money to support their anti-
social and anti-intellectual agenda. 

Should the Discovery Institute be 
successful in its endeavors of forcing 
religion into science education and, by 
extension, all public education, the 
United States will have entered the 
slippery slope of becoming a Third 
World nation in science and technol-
ogy. Citizen rights may also suffer. 
But, Americans should have no fear—
they may then be poor, but they will 
have become a more religious nation. 
―――――――――――――――――――――― 

   Sheldon F. Gottlieb, Ph.D is a retired 
Professor of Biological Sciences and 
the author of The Naked Mind.  He 
lives in Boynton Beach, FL. His email 
address is sheldongottlieb@gmail.com. 
  This article reprinted by permission. 
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Don’t miss the movie Religulous by Bill Maher, in theaters starting October 3rd. 



  

 
 

Sad News: Dr. John Henderson Has Died 
Written by Ed Buckner 

 

ohn Arthur Henderson, M.D., a 
retired Air Force Flight Surgeon 

and General Surgeon from Asheville, 
North Carolina, died on 31 August, 
2008.  He was 85. 

 Henderson graduated with honors 
from the University of Illinois College 
of Medicine in 1945. He interned at 
the Research and Educational Hospi-
tal, Chicago, Illinois; and was surgical 
resident at Scott and White Clinic, 
Temple, Texas. During his Air Force 
career, he served in England, Spain, 
and Japan. Within the United States, 
he was stationed in various states 
from New York to California.  

Dr. Henderson, well respected in 
the medical community, gained na-
tional respect and affection for his 
powerful freethought words, heard 
and read by many people across the 
nation. He had improved steadily as 
an effective speaker, charming audi-
ences even as he inspired them to 
think. His wit and easy manner as a 
speaker, along with his popular con-
stant traveling companion, his wife  
Ruth, made him increasingly in de-

mand as a speaker, with repeat per-
formances at venues where he had 
spoken earlier increasingly the norm. 
He had addressed both local free-
thought groups, like Atlanta Free-
thought Society and the Secular Hu-
manists of the Low Country (in 
Charleston), or at Furman Uni-
versity, and national events like 
the Freethought Advance in Ala-
bama or other atheist confer-
ences.  He served on the speaker’s 
bureau for Military Association 
of Atheists and Freethinkers.  His 
talks, his books, and his letters to 
the editor forced many to think 
and to laugh, often simultan-
eously. Henderson’s philosophi-
cal reputation grew steadily as 
well in recent years, with each of 
his books presenting a deep-
ening complexity without sacri-
ficing his sharp wit. He touched 
the lives of countless people, first 
as a doctor, then as a writer and 
speaker.  He will be much missed. 

His books included God.com: a 
Deity For the New Millennium

(2005), Fear Faith, Fact, Fantasy 
(2004), and Judging God: It Is Time to 
Judge Religions and Their Gods (2007; 
with Craig Gurgew).  

Condolences can be sent to his wife 
Ruth at jrh828@webtv.net.  

 

Virgin Births, Ascensions, and All That 
by Ronald Crowe 

 

ow many people know that the 
idea of a virgin birth, in Jesus’ 

day, was about as common as Coca 
Cola at a Tennessee country store?  I 
didn’t know it when I was young. 
Like my friends and acquaintances, I 
just assumed Jesus’ supposed virgin 
birth was the first and only one.  

Later in life, as I read more, I was 
quite surprised to discover that virgin 
birth stories (people conceived by 
gods) had been circulating up to 2000 
years before Christ.  By Jesus’ time 
most if not all the surrounding pagan 
religions contained some version of a 
virgin birth myth.  Not only that, but 
almost any great man, real or mythi-
cal, had stories floating around about 

his miraculous conception by a god. 
This was apparently an attempt to ex-
plain why certain famous men had 
achieved great wisdom or performed 
great feats. To be so great, it was rea-
soned, they must have in them the 
stuff of the gods.  

Virgin births were claimed for: 
 Alexander the Great; various Roman 
Emperors like Augustus and Claudi-
us;  as well as such pagan gods as Zo-
roaster or Dionysius.  

We can even find in Genesis a ref-
erence to the sons of God who came 
down and got the daughters of men 
pregnant (Gen. 6:1-4). This was ap-
parently an attempt by a Genesis 
writer to explain why certain biblical 

characters lived so long, like Noah 
who conceived a child at age 500 and 
Methuselah who lived 969 years.   

My point is: the idea of women be-
ing made pregnant by a god and giv-
ing birth to extraordinary men had for 
centuries before Jesus been the com-
mon explanation for the origin of oc-
casional great men (some of whom 
supposedly became gods) on earth. 

The claim that Jesus had been fa-
thered by a god, and had under-
gone such a miraculous birth, rather 
than being an exception, was just one 
of a long series. This ancient, long-
enduring belief inspired a poem that I 
published several years ago in Ameri-
can Rationalist magazine: (See page 8.) 

 
“Faith in God necessarily implies a lack of faith in humanity.” 

—Barbara G. Walker, in Women Without Superstition (ed. Annie Laurie Gaylor, Madison, WI: FFRF, 1997) 
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                        AND THE GODS YAWNED   by Ronald Crowe 
 

Christians have been taught to think 
Jesus’s virgin birth unique, 
but history shows more than a few 
to those who would the record seek.  
  

Fifteen centuries before Mary’s crisis 
in seeking a room at the inn, 
Horus was born of the Virgin Isis 
and received gifts from three wise men. 
 

And Krishna, one of the gods Hindu, 
born twelve hundred years before, 
was birthed of Devaki, a virgin too— 
and thus became eighth avatar.*  

Adonis of Babylonian birth, 
whom the goddesses would adore, 
was born of Ishtar virgin queen of earth,  
goddess of heaven, love and war. 
 

Eight hundred years ere Christ’s advent 
came Indra from a virgin in Tibet. 
And like Jesus when he came to die, 
also ascended into the sky.  
  

Six hundred years before “the Son,” 
Buddha was born of Maya the pure; 
virgin-born also was Quirrnus of Rome, 
Zoroaster of Persia, and Mithra for sure. 

The last virgin birth before J.C.’s, 
according to our miracle lore, 
Attis was born of the virgin Nama 
in Phrygia, two hundred years before.  
 

So by the time Joe and Mary found shelter 
and amid oxen their tired bodies sat, 
virgin births, wise men, and ascensions, 
had become, for the most part, old hat.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
*Avatar: Hindu mythology, the descent to earth of a deity in human or animal form.  
 
 

The Atlanta Freethought Society is pleased to have the following books for sale at the next AFS meeting: 
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GOD.COM - A Deity for the New Millennium (2nd edition) 
By: Dr. John Henderson, MD     $16 each 

This book was written to help people overcome their fear of a vengeful, cruel God 
that they have been taught to believe in in childhood.  It also encourages the reader to 
speak out when they hear religious leaders incite cruelty and hatred. 

The author believes that harmful, intolerant religious beliefs, which are the causes of 
so much strife and warfare, must be contained.  If there is ever to be peace in the world, 
religions must be kept in the churches, synagogues, and temples. 

Fear Faith Fact Fantasy 
By: Dr. John Henderson, MD     $18 each 

The Jewish, Christian, Muslim (JCM) God is considered by millions of people to be 
the one and only God.  However, for centuries, atrocities were committed in the name of 
the JCM God. The most recent one that shook the civilized world was the bombing of 
the World Trade Center in New York where thousands of people perished.  

As a result of the WTC bombing, Dr. Henderson wished that more people would be-
gin to question their belief in the JCM God.  So, in this book he examines the role of re-
ligion in society, and discusses the good and bad sides of religion, calling attention to 
the catastrophic effects of mindless faith. 

Fear Faith Fact Fantasy is a witty, accessible, provocative book that encourages read-
ers to use their critical thinking and logic skills in looking at religion. 

Judging God 
By: Dr. John Henderson, MD and Craig Gurgew     $18 each 

Religions and their gods have been judging man since man created his first god thou-
sands of years ago. It is now our turn to judge gods. We cannot afford a god who does 
not live up to our standards of justice and morality. No longer can we afford a god who 
incites and condones intolerance, hatred, and killing. If there is to be peace on earth, we 
and we alone must define morality and strive to enforce justice among human societies. 
Gods have failed to do so. This book does not create another god but it dares to criticize 
the god in common usage today.  



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    Become a 
    Member! 
 (Or renew your membership with this form or online at www.AtlantaFreethought.org!) 
 

If you’ve enjoyed what you’ve read, we enthusiastically invite you to join the Atlanta Freethought 
Society.  Every month you will get our acclaimed monthly newsletter, the Atlanta Freethought 
News, voting rights in the organization—and enjoyment of the superb speakers we have coming 
up, as well as the social and activist events that we sponsor! 
 

Individual memberships:  One person can become a member for $25 per year. 
 

Household memberships:  A household is defined as two members sharing one newsletter, and is 
available for $35 per year.  Since some of our households have additional members, there will be a 
$5 per year charge for each additional voting household member. 
 

Paper Newsletters:  Due to printing and mailing expense, we add a surcharge of $15 for members 
to receive a paper newsletter in the mail rather than our email version newsletter.  We encourage 
all members to receive the newsletter by email to save on paper, postage and printing expenses. 
 

International members:  Because of international postage rates and special handling, we have 
been forced to add a surcharge of $5 for members in Canada or Mexico, and $10 for other foreign 
addresses for members who receive the paper newsletter. 
 

Thank you for all your support!  We look forward to your being with us in the coming months! 
 

Annual dues are: 
 

  Membership         Dues   # of mems    Total 
 

   Individual           $25     ______   $_______    Name __________________________________ 
 

   Household          $35     ______   $_______    Address_________________________________ 
      (2 members) 

   Additional            $5      ______   $_______               __________________________________ 
      household mems 

   Low Income/      $10     ______   $_______    Phone  H:_______________  W:_____________ 
      Student/under 21 

   Paper version      $15                    $_______    Email addr:______________________________ 
      of  newsletter 

   Subscription only  $20                    $_______    Please list names of additional household members: 
 

   Sustaining         $100     ______   $_______        _____________________________________ 
      Member 

   Sustaining         $125     ______   $_______        _____________________________________ 
       Household 
 

   Postage for           $5                     $_______        _____________________________________ 
      Canada/Mexico 

   Postage for other   $10                     $_______ 
      foreign addresses 

   Extra donation (thank you!)          $_______ 
 

                                    TOTAL:        $_______ 

Please send this form with payment to: 
 

Atlanta Freethought Society 
4775 N. Church Lane SE 
Smyrna, GA  30080-7224 

 

Atlanta Freethought Society 
 

4775 N. Church Lane SE   Smyrna, GA  30080-7224 
 

www.atlantafreethought.org        afs@atlantafreethought.org 
 

“Religious bondage shackles and debilitates the mind and unfits it for every  
noble enterprise, every expanded prospect.”  —James Madison, 1774 

 
We still have these great books for sale: 

 

Why I Am Not A Christian—$8 
Lucid, comprehensive, engaging answer to Christian apologists by Keith 
Parsons.  Respectful but devastating to all Christian claims.  A wonderful   

follow-up to Bertrand Russell’s great essay with the same title. 
 

 

An Uppity Old Atheist Woman’s Dictionary—$8 
By the late, great Carol Faulkenberry (illustrated by Amanda Faulken-

berry); like Ambrose Bierce’s Devil’s Dictionary —but better: more biting, 
funnier.  Guaranteed to make you laugh out loud and to challenge at least 

one idea you hold. 
 
 

Quotations That Support the Separation of 
 State and Church (2nd edition)—$11 

Compiled by Edward M. Buckner and Michael E. Buckner; ammunition 
against Christian-nation mythologists.  Quotes from America’s revolution-
aries, constitution framers, Presidents, court decisions.  Sources carefully 
documented; extensive index.  Comb-bound—lies flat for easy copying. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Send check or money order to: 
ATLANTA FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY 

4775 N. Church Lane SE   Smyrna, GA  30080-7224 

Please add: 
$4 TOTAL S&H Charge for up to 2 books. 
$1.50 EACH S&H Charge for 3 to 9 books. 

No S&H Charge for 10 Books or more. 
(All Merchandise will be shipped USPS Priority Mail) 



  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Atlanta Freethought News is produced by the Atlanta Freethought Society, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit, member-run, educational organization 
created to advance freethought and protect freethinkers. Any freethought, atheist, secular humanist, agnostic, or rationalist group is granted 
permission to reproduce anything from our newsletter not expressly labeled otherwise (acknowledgement of AFS and author appreciated).   
Articles published represent the official opinion of AFS only when that is clearly stated; all other opinion is that of the individual author. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 

 
               

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Sept. 14 Meeting:
1:00 at our New Location
4775 N. Church Lane SE

Smyrna, GA 
 

This Month’s Speaker: 

Chris Wilson 
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