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9 March 2016
NEWS RELEASE—for immediate release
“The Scandalous Paradox of a Black Atheist”
Beatrice Ford Brown will speak at Atlanta Freethought Society on March 13
(Atlanta) Atlanta Freethought Society President Laura Ross announced that Beatrice Ford Brown will talk about “The Scandalous Paradox of a Black Atheist” on March 13th (Sunday). Brown’s speech will begin at 1:00 P.M. at Atlanta Freethought Hall, 4775 N. Church Lane, Atlanta 30339, and will be preceded by a potluck lunch starting at noon. 

Beatrice Ford Brown is a certified facilitator with the National Coalition Building Institute of Washington, D.C., with expertise in leadership development, enhancing cultural competence across group identities, and train-the-trainer for peer groups.  She has mediated conflicts with church groups who were challenged with decisions of accepting LGBT members.  She has been instrumental in conducting difficult conversations between parents and teens who were “coming out” as gay or lesbian.
Brown is an affiliate at the Intercultural Communication Institute in Portland, Oregon.  ICI is a non-profit organization whose aim is to foster an awareness of cultural differences in the US as well as around the world. Her expertise includes facilitation, mediation, interactive learning, training games and simulations, and controversial issues process.

She co-founded the Anti-Hate Crimes Task Force of Pima County and initially worked with State Attorney General Grant Woods and later with Attorney General Janet Napolitano to successfully pass the Hate Crimes bill in the state of Arizona. 

Brown holds a BFA in fashion and design, BS in Biochemistry, and a Ph.D in Immunology, Cell Pathology and DNA repair.

The Atlanta Freethought Society is a member-run (all volunteer) non-profit, 501(c)(3) educational organization. Atlanta Freethought Hall was previously a church from 1866 until 2001. The building was restored by AFS and is now available for rent at a modest fee on request. Regular AFS meetings, free and open to the public, are held on the second Sunday afternoon of every month, with a variety of other events and activities each month as well. The regular meeting usually features a speaker (often nationally known) on religion, freethought, science, history, or some combination of these. AFS has published, under the auspices of its press—Freethought Press—seven books and dozens of calendars, brochures, and flyers. AFS has often led protests against church-state violations.  
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For more information, on this program or on AFS more generally, please visit our website, www.atlantafreethought.org , or call any of these AFS leaders:

Laura Ross, President, (770) 912-6974
Steve Yothment, VP for Internal Communications/Programs, (770) 722-3171
Paul Broman, VP for External Communications/Programs, (678) 237-2645
Ed Buckner, Activism Chair, (678) 662-3857
