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The July AFS Meeting
Summer Cookout Party!

Calendar
7/9 Summer Cookout! Starting at Noon (No 

General Meeting)

8/13 AFS Board Meeting 11:00 a.m.

8/13 AFS General Meeting 1:00 p.m.

All events are at AF Hall unless noted  
and are subject to change.

Be sure to like AFS’s Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought

For the latest in upcoming AFS events, join our Meetup group!  
meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society

A Colo. Case Gives 
SCOTUS An Opportunity 
To Say That Businesses 

Can’t Use Religion As An 
Excuse To Discriminate

By Liz Hayes • Wall of Separation
www.au.org

Continued on page 5

June 26 was the two-year anniversary of the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision in Obergefell v. Hodges, 
the landmark case in which the high court rec-
ognized the rights of same-sex couples to marry. 
The Supreme Court chose that anniversary to 
announce it will review Masterpiece Cakeshop v. 
Colorado Civil Rights Commission, the case of a 
Colorado baker who refused to provide a wedding 
cake to a same-sex couple.

We hope the court will reach the same con-
clusion in Masterpiece as the lower courts:  a 
business cannot use religion as an excuse to 
discriminate.

“The owner of Masterpiece Cakeshop can’t treat 
some people like second-class citizens because 
of his religion,” said Barry W. Lynn, executive 
director of Americans United.  “With the eyes 
of the nation and history watching, the Supreme 
Court now has the opportunity to join lower 

In lieu of a General 
Meeting this Sunday, 

AFS is having a Summer 
Cookout Party starting 

at noon.  
In case of inclement 
weather, we will eat 

indoors. 
 

There will be fun, food, 
and games.

AFS will provide food 
and beverages but you 

are encouraged to bring 
dishes and games to 

share.

https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
https://www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/a-colo-case-gives-the-supreme-court-an-opportunity-to-say-that-businesses
http://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/obergefell-v-hodges/
http://www.au.org/our-work/legal/lawsuits/masterpiece-cakeshop-v-colorado-civil-rights-commission
http://www.au.org/our-work/legal/lawsuits/masterpiece-cakeshop-v-colorado-civil-rights-commission
http://au.org/media/press-releases/supreme-court-should-use-masterpiece-cakeshop-to-assert-that-religious-freedom
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Programs and Speakers
All programs are on the second Sunday of each 
month at AF Hall, 4775 N. Church Lane SE, 
Atlanta, GA, 30339 unless otherwise noted.  
Programs start at 1:00 PM, but feel free to 
arrive at 12:00 for socializing.  Visitors are 
always welcome. 

The views and opinions expressed by speakers 
at AFS do not necessarily reflect those of AFS 
members or its policy.

AFS Email List
The AFS Announcements email list provides subscribers with reminders and updates 
on AFS activities. Send an email to AFS-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
to subscribe. The AFS Forum email list is a place for discussions of freethought, athe-
ism, agnosticism, church-state separation and religion. To subscribe to this list, send 
an email to AFSForum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. The AFS Facebook page is 
at facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought. For calender information on AFS activities, 
please join the Meetup group. The AFS website is www.atlantafreethought.org.

To keep up to date on the Atlanta Freethought Society calendar of upcoming events, 
please join our Meetup group: meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society.

The Atlanta Freethought Society is a member-run organization dedicated to advancing 
freethought and protecting the rights and reputation of freethinkers, agnostics, atheists and 
humanists.

We welcome anyone who is interested in learning about living a good life free from 
religion through attending AFS speeches, debates, and discussions. We employ pro-
tests, letters to the editor, broadcast appearances, and any other reasonable and civil 
means available to achieve our mission.

We define freethought as “the forming of opinions about life in general and religion 
in particular on the basis of reason and the evidence of our senses, independently of 
tradition, authority, or established belief.”

We actively support a strict separation of church and state as the best means to 
guarantee liberty for all, regardless of religious belief or lack of belief.

We seek to educate ourselves on many topics but especially on religion and non-
religion.  We do this through a series of thought-provoking speakers and programs, 
and by maintaining a web forum and an extensive library of freethought, religious, 
and related books, pamphlets, videotapes, and audiotapes.

We provide an organization where freethinkers and non-theists can develop friend-
ships, talk freely, socialize and enjoy each other’s company.  We do not discriminate 
against anyone on such irrelevant grounds as race, sexual orientation, age, gender, 
class, or physical disability.  We welcome members and leaders of all political parties 
and preferences.  Any who are like-minded are welcome to join us.

Because we are designated by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) educational organization, con-
tributions to AFS are tax deductible.  

Views, opinions, positions or strategies expressed by authors are theirs alone and 
do not necessarily reflect the views, opinions, positions or strategies of the Atlanta 
Freethought Society or any member thereof.  The editors of Atlanta Freethought News 
reserve the right to edit or alter in any manner it sees fit any articles deemed to be 
obscene, offensive, defamatory, threatening, in violation of trademark, copyright 
or other laws, or is otherwise unacceptable; and also to correct grammar and to 
conserve space.

Atlanta Freethought News   
An AFS Publication

Editor: Laura Ross 
Assistant Editor: Steve Yothment

 
How to Contact the Editor

Send correspondence to AFS at:  
4775 N. Church Lane SE,  

Atlanta, GA 30339, 
phone Laura at 404-634-1005, or send  

e-mail to Laura@LauraRossDesign.com

Atlanta Freethought Society President
Laura Ross – 404-825-0258

VP for Internal Communication
Daniel Pyron – 404-695-1907

VP for External Communication
Dwight Lyman – 404-634-1005

Secretary
John Carver – 404-822-6124 

Treasurer
Diane Buckner – 770-432-3049

Board of Directors
Freya Harris –   Not available      

Judy Thompson – 404-296-2020
Keith Nalumango – 818-856-9677

Mark Banks – 770-354-1546
Michael Buckner – 404-633-2486
Steve Yothment – 678-364-8703

Atlanta Freethought News
Vol. 23, Number 7, July 2017 

Copyright © 2017 by the Atlanta Freethought 
Society, Inc. Signed articles are all copyright 

© 2017 by their respective authors.

Membership in AFS is $50/year per person,  
$20 for low income. 

Membership includes AFNews by email or mail. 
(Tell us which one you want.) 

Sustaining Membership is $100. 
Life Membership is $1000. 

Subscriptions only are $30 for 12 issues.  

Please make checks and money orders payable to 
Atlanta Freethought Society

(or Paypal to afs@atlantafreethought.org).

Visit our Meetup page at  
meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society.

See AFS events and member views at:  
facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought.

Send E-mail to  
afs@atlantafreethought.org. 

AFS Wordpress specialist: Dwight Lyman 
AFS Facebook page: Laura Ross

July 9: Summer Cookout Party
Aug 13: TBD
Sept 10: TBD
Oct 8: TBD

AFS-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
AFSForum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
http://www.atlantafreethought.org/
https://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
Laura@LauraRossDesign.com
afs@atlantafreethought.org
https://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
http://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
afs@atlantafreethought.org
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Washington, DC—In a 7-2 decision on June 26th, 
the United States Supreme Court ruled that 
churches and other houses of worship are en-
titled to state funding, undermining the founda-
tion of the wall of separation between religion and 
government.

In Trinity Lutheran Church v. Comer, the Court 
decided that the Missouri State Constitution’s no-
aid clause was an unconstitutional burden on the 
church’s free exercise rights.

David Silverman, president of American Athe-
ists, made the following statement:

“By striking down Missouri’s no-aid clause, the 
Court has opened Pandora’s Box.  This case was 
about more than a playground.  It was about 
whether unaccountable religious groups are entitled 
to receive taxpayer funding despite their complete 
lack of financial transparency.  For the first time, 
this Court has decided that they are.

“Without the protection of these no-aid clauses, 
taxpayers are now being forced to directly subsi-
dize religious denominations they do not support.  
That is fundamentally un-American and I am 
profoundly disappointed that the Court continues 
to erode the wall of separation between religion 
and government.

“We will continue to remain vigilant against 
any further attempts to direct taxpayer funding 
to churches and other houses of worship.  Taken 
with the ongoing attempts to repeal the Johnson 
Amendment and turn churches into Super PACs, 
this decision represents a clear and profound 
threat to our democracy.  We must demand full 
and equal accountability and transparency of 
all groups receiving tax-exempt status, including 
houses of worship.”

American Atheists 
‘Profoundly Disappointed’ by 

Supreme Court’s  
Trinity Lutheran Church v. 

Comer Decision
www.atheists.org

Atheists Warn Kentucky Schools About 
Potentially Unconstitutional Bible Classes

www.atheists.org

Frankfort, KY—American Atheists today sent a letter to the Kentucky 
Commissioner of Education reminding him of the state’s obligations under 
the U.S. Constitution to discuss religion only in an academic context despite 
the recently enacted “Religious Literacy Law” which allows the teaching of 
religion and the use of the Bible as an instructive tool in Kentucky public 
schools. 

“Passing a law allowing the Bible to be used in schools doesn’t change the 
fact that public schools can’t advance any particular religion in classrooms,” 
said Geoffrey T. Blackwell, staff attorney for American Atheists.  “Creating 
an elective course that caters only to Christian students would do just that.”

“We are closely monitoring Kentucky’s schools to ensure compliance with 
the state’s Constitutional obligations and to protect the rights of students,” 
Blackwell added.

Governor Matt Bevin, shown below, signed HB 128, which went into ef-
fect on Thursday, June 29.  The law requires the state Board of Education to 
develop courses that teach “Biblical content, characters, poetry, and narra-
tives” that the state claims are “prerequisites to understanding contempo-
rary society and culture.”  No other religious texts or religion is mentioned 
in the statute.

“This law is yet another attempt to promote Christianity by elevating it 
above all others in Kentucky’s schools,” said Jen Scott, American Atheists’ 
Kentucky State Director and a board member for Tri-State Freethinkers, a 
local atheist activist group.

The letter urges the state to create a comparative religion course that 
educates students about the diverse beliefs of their fellow Kentuckians and 
others around the world rather than an unconstitutional attempt to indoctri-
nate children into Christianity.

TRI-STATE FREETHINKERS is a social, academic, and activist group with 
over 2,100 members in Kentucky, Indiana, and Ohio.  They are advocates for 
equal rights and the separation of church and state.  They empower mem-
bers to make positive change by giving back to the community.

AMERICAN ATHEISTS is a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that 
defends civil rights for atheists, freethinkers, and other nonbelievers; works 
for the total separation of religion and government; and addresses issues of 
First Amendment public policy. American Atheists was founded in 1963 by 
Madalyn Murray O’Hair.

https://www.atheists.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/TrinityDecision.pdf
https://www.atheists.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/TrinityDecision.pdf
https://www.atheists.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/TrinityDecision.pdf
https://www.atheists.org/2017/06/american-atheists-profoundly-disappointed-supreme-courts-trinity-lutheran-church-v-comer-decision/
https://www.atheists.org/2017/06/atheists-warn-kentucky-schools-potentially-unconstitutional-bible-classes/


Page 4  Atlanta Freethought News

Congress Stealthily Permitting  
Church Electioneering

ffrf.org

Trump Still Trying to 
Ban As Many Muslims As 

Possible
By Andrew Nellis • Wall of Separation

www.au.org

Congress is engaging in cloak-and-dagger tactics to thwart public opinion 
with a sneaky attempt to undermine a more than 60-year-old prohibition on 
church electioneering.

Nearly 4,500 nonprofits signed a joint letter to Congress in opposing 
repeal of the Johnson Amendment, a move that would be disastrous for the 
nonprofit sector and for campaign finance.  A repeal is so widely unpopular 
that fully 79 percent of Americans oppose pastors endorsing candidates from 
the pulpit.

But rather than go along with the public consensus, House Republicans 
have now tried to hamstring the Johnson Amendment through a provision 
buried 116 sections deep in the House Financial Services appropriations 
bill.  The provision reads:  “None of the funds made available by this Act 
may be used by the Internal Revenue Service to make a determination that 
a church, an integrated auxiliary of a church, or a convention or association 
of churches is not exempt from taxation for participating in, or intervening 
in, any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate 
for public office unless” and is followed by a series of restrictions meant to 
ensure that no church is ever 
penalized for violating the law.  
Specifically, the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue must per-
sonally consent to enforcement, 
must notify Congress of the IRS’ 
intent to enforce the law, and 
must then wait 90 days before 
making a determination against 
the church.

Note that these additional 
protections against enforce-
ment are only contemplated 
for churches and associations 
of churches, but not for other nonprofits, who are equally bound by the 
Johnson Amendment.  The result is unequal treatment under the law — a 
preferential boon to churches in violation of the Constitution’s separation 
between religion and government.

In May, FFRF testified before Congress on the dire implications of scuttling 
the Johnson Amendment.

“In short, overturning the Johnson Amendment would make the Citizens 
United decision look trivial and nominal,” it said.  “If the Johnson Amend-
ment is repealed, millions, possibly billions, will inevitably flow into and out 
of churches for political purposes.”

The Freedom From Religion Foundation filed a legal challenge in May 
against President Trump’s “religious liberty” executive order.  The order 
and Trump’s repeated statements clearly communicated to churches that 
they can now endorse political candidates from the pulpit, hence undercut-
ting the Johnson Amendment via the executive branch.  Congress is now 
intent on the same result legislatively. 

Defunding enforcement is no different than overturning it, and FFRF con-
demns any attempt to give churches special treatment.

“Theocrat-loving members of Congress are surreptitiously trying to chip 
away at the wall of separation,” says FFRF Co-President Annie Laurie 
Gaylor.  “But we will not allow them to get away with this.”

The Trump administration released guidance on 
June 29 on how it will implement the Muslim ban 
going forward – and it’s ugly.

As we wrote on June 28, the Supreme Court 
on Monday said that the Trump administration 
could proceed with its Muslim ban while awaiting 
the court’s review, but only against people who 
have no “credible claim of a bona fide relationship 
with a person or entity in the United States.”  The 
Supreme Court used that broad language to try to 
ensure that the implementation of the ban would 
“not burden any American party.”

The Supreme Court gave a few examples of 
what would constitute a “bona fide relationship.”  
For example, the court said that the ban can’t cur-
rently be applied to people with a “close familial 
relationship” to someone in the United States.  
The court specified that that “clearly” would in-
clude the mother-in-law of someone in the United 
States.  Yet the Trump administration announced 
yesterday evening that grandparents and grand-
children, aunts and uncles, nieces and nephews, 
brothers- and sisters-in-law, and cousins all would 
not count – those individuals would all be banned.

Not only is the government’s policy point-
lessly cruel, it’s also clearly inconsistent with the 
Supreme Court’s order.  The court particularly 
mentioned mothers-in-law because one of the 
plaintiffs in Trump v. Hawaii is suing so that his 
mother-in-law can visit him in Hawaii.

Mother-in-law jokes aside, it’s impossible to 
reconcile the Supreme Court’s recognition that 
the relationship between a son-in-law and a 
mother-in-law is “clearly” “close” with the Trump 
administration’s view that the relationship be-
tween a brother-in-law and a sister-in-law is not 
“close.”  Nor is there any reason to think it more 
of a burden to be separated from your mother-in-
law than to be separated from your grandmother 
or your aunt.  At most family events in America, 
like a wedding or funeral or graduation ceremony 
or birthday party, all these relations might be ex-
pected to attend.  But under the Trump adminis-
tration’s policy, all would now be barred.

In short, because the Supreme Court didn’t enu-
merate every single type of close familial relation-
ship, the Trump administration is trying to keep 

Continued on page 5

https://ffrf.org/news/news-releases/item/29816-congress-stealthily-permitting-church-electioneering
https://www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/trump-still-trying-to-ban-as-many-muslims-as-possible
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2017/06/29/frequently-asked-questions-protecting-nation-foreign-terrorist-entry-united-states
http://au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/what-s-next-for-trump-s-muslim-ban
gave
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/30/podcasts/the-daily/the-daily-bona-fide-trump-travel-ban.html
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American Muslims’ grandparents, grandkids, aunts, uncles, and more out of 
the country.

Although it’s no surprise from this administration, it’s nevertheless disap-
pointing to see that Trump and his team are still trying to ban as many Mus-
lims as they think they can get away with.

To recap:  The first iteration of the Muslim ban applied even to legal perma-
nent residents of the United States. In the face of widespread public outrage, 
the administration retreated from that position.  But the Muslim ban was 
still unconstitutional, and multiple federal courts blocked it.  So Trump again 
retreated slightly – watering it down, in his words.  But the second executive 
order was still a Muslim ban – and still unconstitutional – and multiple federal 
courts blocked it, too.

Now, once again, Trump is gratuitously overstepping his legal authority 
in his relentless quest to keep as many Muslims out as he possibly can.  It 
won’t work.  The plaintiffs in Hawaii have already pointed out the illegal-
ity of the administration’s implementation of the ban, and the government 
has once again begun to back down:  The guidance, which originally blocked 
Americans’ fiancé(e)s from the six targeted countries, has been revised to 

confirm that an engagement is a bona fide rela-
tionship.  And the government has also retracted 
a statement from yesterday that refugees who 
were already sponsored by resettlement agencies 
in the United States would be banned despite that 
relationship.

Let’s be perfectly clear.  The Muslim ban is 
unconstitutional, and it cannot stand.  We fully ex-
pect the Supreme Court to agree with us on this 
come October.  But whether such a pronounce-
ment from the high court will finally put an end to 
Trump’s efforts to discriminate against Muslims is 
another question altogether.

No matter how long the Trump administration 
pursues its hateful policies, we will continue to 
stand with the American Muslim community.  For 
discrimination against any religion jeopardizes the 
religious liberty that all Americans enjoy.  Read 
more about our efforts to fight Trump’s un-Amer-
ican Muslim ban here.

Continued from page 4

Continued from page 1
The justices deliberated on whether to review the Masterpiece case for an 

extended period of time, leading to speculation that newly appointed Jus-
tice Neil Gorsuch could have provided the fourth vote needed for review.

Now that the high court has agreed to hear the case, it should make it clear 
that no claim to religious freedom can override anti-discrimination laws.

“Religious freedom – the right to believe or not as you see fit – is a funda-
mental American value.  And finding a partner to love and to marry is a fun-
damental part of the American dream for many.  Our country’s laws should 
provide everyone with access to both,” said Lynn.

Americans United made a similar 
argument in State of Washington 
v. Arlene’s Flowers, in which a florist 
refused to sell flowers to a same-sex 
couple.  In February, the Washington 
Supreme Court unanimously ruled 
that the florist could not use religion 
to justify discrimination.

Like the Colorado bakery, the 
Washington florist had tried to 
justify her discriminatory practices 
by calling her work “expressive 
conduct” – in other words, nonver-
bal communication protected by the 
First Amendment.

But the courts in both Colorado and Washington rightly rejected this argu-
ment.  In the Washington case, the court cited AU’s brief in dismissing the 
idea that discrimination laws don’t apply to businesses providing an “artistic” 
service.  Such an arrangement, the court noted, would create an unworkable 
“two-tiered system” in which a “dime-store lunch counter would be required 
to serve interracial couples but an upscale bistro could turn them away.”

The Arlene’s Flowers case will likely be appealed to the U.S. Supreme 
Court as well.  With several related cases filtering through the court system 
around the country, the high court should now definitively declare that busi-
nesses can’t use religion as an excuse to discriminate.

courts in affirming that religious freedom does not 
grant a business owner license to harm others.”

In 2012, the owner of Masterpiece Cakeshop 
in Lakewood refused to bake a wedding cake for 
Charlie Craig and David Mullins.  The couple 
filed a complaint with the Colorado Civil Rights 
Commission, which found that the baker had 
violated a Colorado law that prohibits businesses 
from discriminating against customers based on 
their sexual orientation.

The bakery appealed that deci-
sion to the Colorado Court of 
Appeals, and Americans United 
filed a friend-of-the-court brief 
with that court.  We argued that 
the First Amendment does not 
excuse businesses from their 
obligation to treat all customers 
equally – even when the desire 
to discriminate is motivated by 
religion.

“Antidiscrimination statutes like 
Colorado’s do not burden or re-
strain business owners’ symbolic 
speech,” AU wrote in the brief.  “Neither the act 
of accepting or turning away customers, nor fur-
nishing baked goods and other similar products to 
customers, is the kind of activity deemed worthy 
of symbolic-speech protection under existing First 
Amendment doctrine.”

The court of appeals agreed with us and, in 
August 2015, affirmed the Commission’s finding.  
After the Colorado Supreme Court declined to 
hear the case, the bakery appealed to the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

http://www.cnn.com/2017/02/02/politics/donald-trump-immigration-ban/index.html
http://au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/another-court-ruling-against-trump-s-muslim-ban-agrees-with-au-s-religious
http://au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/federal-judges-continue-to-block-president-trump-s-muslim-ban
https://www.au.org/files/Hawaii.pdf
revised
http://au.org/content/au-fights-trumps-muslim-ban-in-court
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/courts_law/immediate-impact-gorsuch-could-redefine-supreme-court-starting-next-week/2017/04/07/24e6a9cc-1ae9-11e7-9887-1a5314b56a08_story.html?utm_term=.40cec82bc5e6
argument
https://www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/washington-supreme-court-says-there-s-no-constitutional-right-to
https://www.adflegal.org/detailspages/press-release-details/washington-floral-artist-to-ask-us-supreme-court-to-protect-her-freedom
https://au.org/files/legal_docs/2015-02-13_MasterpieceCakeshop_AmicusBrief_COappeals.pdf
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Other Meetings of Interest in Metro Atlanta
The SOS (Secular Organizations for Sobriety) meets 
on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. in Roswell.  For more information, send 
an email to donnajgore@yahoo.com. 

We Agnostics Atlanta meets on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Galano Club, 585 Dutch Valley Rd NE, Atlanta, GA 30324. 
Clubhouse phone number: (404) 881-9188. This is like an Alco-
holics Anonymous group.

Gainesville Atheists are now having weekly meet-
ups on Sundays at 3:00 p.m. at Lake Lanier Club Business 
Center, 2350 Avonlea Way, Gainesville to discuss the his-
toricity of Jesus. They are also doing outreach to Univer-
sity of North Georgia - Gainesville.  (www.meetup.com/
Secular-Atheist-Study-the-Scriptures-SASS-Gainesville) 

Post-Christian Church of SHATTER meets every 
Sunday at 5:00 pm at 1371 Hartford Ave SW, Atlanta. This is a 
new group so check out the website to find out what to expect 
and be sure to RSVP: www.churchofshatter.com/sunday-
service (www.meetup.com/
Post-Christian-Church-of-
SHATTER)

Marietta Skeptic/Hu-
manist Meetup has various 
get-togethers and discussion 
groups.  Several upcoming 
events.  (www.meetup.com/
Marietta-Atheists-Meetup)

The Peachtree City 
Humanists participate 
in social and educational 
activities such as dinners, lunches, coffees, outdoor recre-
ation, discussion groups, and book clubs with topics that 
include science, psychology, philosophy.  (www.meetup.com/
Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH)

The Southern Crescent Freethinkers sponsor Naviga-
tors, Owl & Ibis:  A Confluence of Minds, and meet for dinner, 
etc. Several upcoming events each month.  (www.meetup.com/
Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers)

N. Georgia Freethinkers Secularists & Humanists  
Non-religious freethinking adults, who at times feel somewhat 
isolated in this little corner of Georgia, meet for drinks, to forge 
friendships, have dinner parties, chat over coffee, practice debat-
ing skills, laugh, hold game nights, etc.  (www.meetup.com/
North-Gwinnett-Freethinkers-Atheist-Agnostic-Meetup)

Atlanta Astronomy Club is not having meetings during the 
summer months. Check website for more info.  (www.atlanta-
astronomy.org)

Freedom From Religion Foundation of Geor-
gia does not have any events planned at press time so 
please check Meetup or Facebook.  (www.meetup.com/
Freedom-From-Religion-Foundation-of-Georgia)

The Atlanta Science Tavern has several meetings planned. 
Please check meetup page for more information. (www.meetup.
com/AtlantaScienceTavern)

Recovery from Religion - Morrow Chapter 
meets on Sat, Jul 8 at 1 p.m. at Barnes & Noble Booksellers 

Southlake, 1939 Mount Zion Road, Morrow, GA.  There 
is no proselytizing of any kind allowed at these meet-
ings.  For more information and resources, please visit 
www.recoveringfromreligion.org.  (www.meetup.com/
Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter)

There will be a meetup for Atlanta Atheists Sun., Jul 9 at 
6:00 p.m. at Thinking Man Tavern, 537 W. Howard Ave, in Deca-
tur.  (www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists)

GUST (Gwinnett: Understanding Secular Truths) 
had a summer party on July 4 at a member’s house.  To find out 
about future meetings, go to the Meetup page.  (www.meetup.
com/brights-295)

Atlanta Atheists will have a third Sunday meetup at The 
Brass Tap, 4505 Ashford Dunwoody Rd., Atlanta on Sun, Jun 16 
at 2:00.  (www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists)

Black Nonbelievers is having a general meeting Sun, Jul 16, 
3 pm at Little Five Points Community Center, 1083 Austin Ave 

NE, Atlanta.  The topic is the 
new BN Changes Lives campaign. 
Share how BN has helped with 
your transition out of religion, and 
if BN has been instrumental to 
your personal growth and finding 
connections with fellow nonbe-
lievers.  (www.meetup.com/
Black-Nonbelievers/)

Sunday Assembly Atlanta 
will have a Summer Celebration on 
Sun Jul 16 from 5-7:30 p.m. at First 

Existentialist Congregation, 470 Candler Park Dr NE, Atlanta 
(Note earlier start time).  In place of the Assembly this month 
there will be a community celebration with music, food, games 
and fun!  All are welcome.  SAA is an extremely active com-
munity with a large number of upcoming events including rock 
chorus, secular support, mindfulness meditation, wonder club, 
urban wonder, book club, makers night out, volunteering, queer 
beyond belief group, public speaking series, trivia nights, etc.  
(www.meetup.com/Sunday-Assembly)

Ethical Humanists of Atlanta is meeting Sun, Jul 23 12:30-
2:00 p.m. at Manuel’s Tavern, 603 N Highland Ave NE, Atlanta 
to have a conversation on ethical living. They meet every 4th 
Sunday. (www.meetup.com/Ethical-Humanists-of-Atlanta)

Another meetup for Atlanta Atheists is scheduled for 
Sun., Jul 23 at 4:00 p.m. at Five Seasons Brewing, 5600 Roswell 
Rd, Sandy Springs. (www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists)

Atlanta Skeptics has “Drinking Skeptically” on the first 
Friday of each month.  5 Seasons Brewing, 5600 Roswell Rd, 
Sandy Springs.   (www.meetup.com/AtlantaSkeptics)

Atlanta Atheists has first Sunday meetups each month: the 
place varies. Check Meetup for info on the get-together.  (www.
meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists) 

Fellowship of Reason meets on the first Sunday of every 
month at 10:30 AM at AF Hall. There are meetings for book 
discussion, philosophy, a classic film course, and other events.  
(www.fellowshipofreason.com)

donnajgore@yahoo.com
https://www.meetup.com/Secular-Atheist-Study-the-Scriptures-SASS-Gainesville/
https://www.meetup.com/Secular-Atheist-Study-the-Scriptures-SASS-Gainesville/
https://www.churchofshatter.com/sunday-service
https://www.churchofshatter.com/sunday-service
https://www.meetup.com/Post-Christian-Church-of-SHATTER/
https://www.meetup.com/Post-Christian-Church-of-SHATTER/
https://www.meetup.com/Post-Christian-Church-of-SHATTER/
http://www.meetup.com/Marietta-Atheists-Meetup/
http://www.meetup.com/Marietta-Atheists-Meetup/
http://www.meetup.com/Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH/
http://www.meetup.com/Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH/
http://www.meetup.com/Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers
http://www.meetup.com/Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers
http://www.meetup.com/North-Gwinnett-Freethinkers-Atheist-Agnostic-Meetup/
http://www.meetup.com/North-Gwinnett-Freethinkers-Atheist-Agnostic-Meetup/
http://www.atlantaastronomy.org
http://www.atlantaastronomy.org
http://www.meetup.com/Freedom-From-Religion-Foundation-of-Georgia
http://www.meetup.com/Freedom-From-Religion-Foundation-of-Georgia
http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaScienceTavern
http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaScienceTavern
http://www.recoveringfromreligion.org
http://www.meetup.com/Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter/
http://www.meetup.com/Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.meetup.com/brights-295/
http://www.meetup.com/brights-295/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
www.meetup.com/Black-Nonbelievers/
www.meetup.com/Black-Nonbelievers/
http://www.meetup.com/Sunday-Assembly/
https://www.meetup.com/Ethical-Humanists-of-Atlanta/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists
http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaSkeptics/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.fellowshipofreason.com
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If you’ve enjoyed w
hat you’ve read, w

e enthusiastically invite you to join the A
tlanta Freethought  

Society. Every m
onth you w

ill get our acclaim
ed m

onthly new
sletter, the Atlanta Freethought N

ew
s, 

voting rights in the organization—
and enjoym

ent of the superb speakers w
e have com

ing up, as w
ell 

as the social and activist events that w
e sponsor!

Individual m
em

berships: O
ne person can becom

e a m
em

ber for $50 per year. 

Sustaining m
em

berships: O
ne person can becom

e a sustaining m
em

ber for $100 per year. 

Life m
em

berships: Avoid the hassle of renew
ing every year.  A life m

em
bership lasts a lifetim

e.

P
aper new

sletter: W
e encourage m

em
bers to receive the new

sletter by em
ail. This avoids the printing 

and m
ailing expenses.  But if you really w

ant the paper version of the new
sletter, just let us know

 and w
e w

ill 
send it to you at no additional charge. (You can also pick up a paper new

sletter at any AFS m
eeting.)

T
hank you for your support!  W

e look forw
ard to your being w

ith us in the com
ing m

onths!

A
nnual dues are: 

M
em

bership D
ues # of m

em
s Total 

Individual 
$50 

_
_

_
_

_
_ $_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

N
am

e 
 _________________________________________

Low
 Incom

e 
$20 

_
_

_
_

_
_ $_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

A
ddress: ________________________________________

 Sustaining 
$100 

_
_

_
_

_
_ $_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

 
 _________________________________________

M
em

ber
Life M

em
ber 

$1000 
_

_
_

_
_

_ $_
_

_
_

_
_

_ 
Phone: H

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_W
 ______________

Subscription only 
$30 

_
_

_
_

_
_ $_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

Em
ail: 

 _________________________________________
B

ooks 
 

 
$_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

Any other things you’d like to tell us?

 
 

 
 

 _______________________________________________
Shipping and handling for B

ooks 
$_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

 _______________________________________________
Extra donation (T

hank you!)  
$_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

 _______________________________________________
 

 
Total: 

$_______ 
 ___________________________________________________

R
eceive new

sletter by em
ail 

(N
o charge for m

em
bers)

R
eceive paper new

sletter by m
ail 

(N
o charge for m

em
bers)

Save tim
e and postage  

by m
aking a paym

ent via P
a

yp
a

l to:
afs@

atlantafreethought.org

A
FS A

rt D
isplay P

rogram
4775 N

. C
hurch Lane SE A

tlanta, G
A

 30339
w

w
w

.atlantafreethought.org     afs@
atlantafreethought.org

Person or entity displaying art:

Address: 

Phone(s):  

Em
ail:   

D
escription of artw

ork (subject, color, dim
ensions, w

eight, fram
e, 

price, m
aterials, other info —

 list on separate page if necessary): 

D
isplay dates: from

 
 to 

O
w

ner if other than above:

Address:   

Phone(s):  

Em
ail:   

Is artw
ork for sale? Yes / N

o   $ 
 U

pon sale 
ow

ner agrees to pay AFS a 33.3%
 fee.

Term
s: All artw

ork displays w
ill be subm

itted to Atlanta 
Freethought Society art com

m
ittee for approval (afs@

atlantaf-
reethought.org).  Installation &

 rem
oval w

ill be done by artist/
ow

ner overseen by AFS art com
m

ittee.  D
am

age to building 
w

ill be repaired by artist/ow
ner. The ow

ner assum
es all risk for 

artw
ork at all tim

es.  AFS w
ill not be responsible for any dam

age 
or loss w

hile artw
ork is in our posession.

O
w

ner agrees to term
s: 

Signature/date

AFS Art Com
m

ittee approval: 
Signature/date  
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www.atlantafreethought.org
afs@atlantafreethought.org


Atlanta Freethought News is produced by the Atlanta Freethought Society, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit, member-run, educational  
organization created to advance freethought and protect freethinkers.  Any freethought, atheist, secular humanist, agnostic, or ra-
tionalist group is granted permission to reproduce anything from our newsletter not expressly labeled otherwise (acknowledgement 
of AFS and author appreciated).  Articles published represent the official opinion of AFS only when that is clearly stated; all other 
opinion is that of the individual author.

Atlanta Freethought News
Atlanta Freethought Society
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Atlanta GA  30339

Dare To Think  
For Yourself!

July 9th meeting
12:00 at AF Hall,

4775 N. Church Lane SE
Atlanta, GA 30339

Summer Cookout!


