
Loren Collins, an Atlanta attorney, is the 
author of Bullspotting: Finding Facts in the Age of 

Misinformation (Pro-
methius Books, 2012), 
and creator of the 
website Barackryphal, 
which debunks claims 
of “birthers” who deny 
the U.S. citizenship 
of former President 
Barack Obama. Loren 
has spoken on skepti-
cism and critical think-

ing at Dragoncon and Sunday Assembly, as well 
as for the podcast Skepticality, and he has been 
published in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution on the 
topic of misinformation. He founded the Science! 
Superpac to promote scientific literacy among U. 
S. lawmakers. He ran for GA State Representative 
as a Republican in 2015, and later served as legisla-
tive advisor during the 2016 General Assembly 
for the Democrat who won the seat.  A classical 
liberal who describes himself as fiscally conserva-
tive yet socially libertarian, Loren is an advocate 
for bilateral cooperation between Democrats and 
Republicans. He was a write-in candidate for the 
U.S. House in 2006, and for U.S. President in 2016 
under the slogan “Stark Raving Sane”.

Loren will talk about how to identify common 
features of misinformation campaigns and comspi-
racy theories, including the genesis of false facts, 
manipulated evidence, rhetorical techniques, and 
the logical fallacies which characterize misleading 
or outright false claims.
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The March AFS Meeting
Loren Collins, attorney and author of Bullspotting 

Calendar
3/12 Daylight Savings Time-Spring Forward!

3/12 Potluck before meeting 12:00 pm

3/12 AFS General Meeting 1:00 pm

3/12 Game afternoon after meeting

4/9 AFS Board Meeting 11:00 am

4/9 AFS General Meeting 1:00 pm

4/9 Game afternoon after meeting

All events are at AF Hall unless noted  
and are subject to change.

Be sure to like AFS’s Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought

The March Potluck
Before the March 12th meeting we will have 
a Potluck Lunch, starting at noon. Join AFS 
members and guests for some good food and 
great socializing.  Please bring food according to 
the first letter of your last name:

A-G: Bring a dessert 
H-P: Bring a side dish 
Q-Z: Bring a main dish

AFS will provide drinks, plates and silverware.

For the latest in upcoming AFS events, join our Meetup group!  
meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society

Loren Collins

The Nashville Nones Convention (NaNoCon) is 
a one-day secular extravaganza for those who, 
when asked what religion they prefer, select 
“none.” The nick-name “Nones” applies whether 
you’re just questioning your beliefs or you’re 
happily religion-free—either way, NaNoCon “is 
an event aimed for you.” NaNoCon will occur 
Saturday, March 18th, 10 am to 10 pm, at Unity of 
Nashville, 5125 Franklin Pike, Nashville TN.

The first NaNoCon last March was a success with 
over 400 participants, and it is now an annual 
event. The NaNoCon on March 18, 2017, will 
feature Matt Dillahunty as keynote speaker. The 
one-day schedule is packed with engaging panels 
and workshops, followed by the NaNoConcert 
and an evening afterparty in downtown Nash-
ville…described as friendly, affordable, and fun!  
Tickets are going fast. Register at nashvillenones.
com/register.

https://smile.amazon.com/Bullspotting-Finding-Facts-Age-Misinformation/dp/1616146346/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1488745985&sr=8-1&keywords=Bullspotting
https://smile.amazon.com/Bullspotting-Finding-Facts-Age-Misinformation/dp/1616146346/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1488745985&sr=8-1&keywords=Bullspotting
http://barackryphal.blogspot.com/
http://www.dragoncon.org/
https://sundayassemblyatlanta.org/
http://www.skepticality.com/
http://www.ajc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
https://nashvillenones.com/register/
https://nashvillenones.com/register/
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Programs and Speakers
All programs are on the second Sunday of each 
month at AF Hall, 4775 N. Church Lane SE, 
Atlanta, GA, 30339 unless otherwise noted.  
Programs start at 1:00 PM, but feel free to 
arrive at 12:00 for socializing.  Visitors are 
always welcome. 

The views and opinions expressed by speakers 
at AFS do not necessarily reflect those of AFS 
members or its policy.

AFS Email List
The AFS Announcements email list provides subscribers with reminders and updates 
on AFS activities. Send an email to AFS-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com to 
subscribe. The AFS Forum email list is a place for discussions of freethought, atheism, 
agnosticism, church-state separation and religion. To subscribe to this list, send an 
email to AFSForum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. The AFS Facebook page is at 
facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought. For calender information on AFS activities, please 
join the Meetup group. The AFS website is www.atlantafreethought.org.

To keep up to date on the Atlanta Freethought Society calendar of upcoming events, 
please join our Meetup group: meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society.

The Atlanta Freethought Society is a member-run organization dedicated to advancing 
freethought and protecting the rights and reputation of freethinkers, agnostics, atheists and 
humanists.

We welcome anyone who is interested in learning about living a good life free from 
religion through attending AFS speeches, debates, and discussions. We employ protests, 
letters to the editor, broadcast appearances, and any other reasonable and civil means 
available to achieve our mission.

We define freethought as “the forming of opinions about life in general and religion 
in particular on the basis of reason and the evidence of our senses, independently of 
tradition, authority, or established belief.”

We actively support a strict separation of church and state as the best means to 
guarantee liberty for all, regardless of religious belief or lack of belief.

We seek to educate ourselves on many topics but especially on religion and non-reli-
gion.  We do this through a series of thought-provoking speakers and programs, and by 
maintaining a web forum and an extensive library of freethought, religious, and related 
books, pamphlets, videotapes, and audiotapes.

We provide an organization where freethinkers and non-theists can develop friend-
ships, talk freely, socialize and enjoy each other’s company.  We do not discriminate 
against anyone on such irrelevant grounds as race, sexual orientation, age, gender, class, 
or physical disability.  We welcome members and leaders of all political parties and 
preferences.

Because we are designated by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) educational organization, contri-
butions to AFS are tax deductible.  Any who are like-minded are welcome to join us.

Views, opinions, positions or strategies expressed by authors are theirs alone and 
do not necessarily reflect the views, opinions, positions or strategies of the Atlanta 
Freethought Society or any member thereof.  The editors of Atlanta Freethought News 
reserve the right to edit or alter in any manner it sees fit any articles deemed to be ob-
scene, offensive, defamatory, threatening, in violation of trademark, copyright or other 
laws, or is otherwise unacceptable; and also to correct grammar and to conserve space.

Atlanta Freethought News   
An AFS Publication

Editor: Laura Ross 
Assistant Editor: Steve Yothment

 
How to Contact the Editor

Send correspondence to AFS at:  
4775 N. Church Lane SE,  

Atlanta, GA 30339, 
phone Laura at 404-634-1005, or send  

e-mail to Laura@LauraRossDesign.com

Atlanta Freethought Society President
Laura Ross – 404-825-0258

VP for Internal Communication
Daniel Pyron – 404-695-1907

VP for External Communication
Dwight Lyman – 404-634-1005

Secretary
John Carver – 404-822-6124 

Treasurer
Diane Buckner – 770-432-3049

Board of Directors
Freya Harris –   Not available      

Judy Thompson – 404-296-2020
Keith Nalumango – 818-856-9677

Mark Banks – 770-354-1546
Michael Buckner – 404-633-2486
Steve Yothment – 678-364-8703

Atlanta Freethought News
Vol. 23, Number 3, March 2017 

Copyright © 2017 by the Atlanta Freethought 
Society, Inc. Signed articles are all copyright 

© 2017 by their respective authors.

Membership in AFS is $50/year per person,  
$20 for low income. 

Membership includes AFNews by email or mail. 
(Tell us which one you want.) 

Sustaining Membership is $100. 
Life Membership is $1000. 

Subscriptions only are $30 for 12 issues.  

Please make checks and money orders payable to 
Atlanta Freethought Society

(or Paypal to afs@atlantafreethought.org).

Visit our Meetup page at  
meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society.

See AFS events and member views at:  
facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought.

Send E-mail to  
afs@atlantafreethought.org. 

AFS Wordpress specialist: Dwight Lyman 
AFS Facebook page: Laura Ross

Mar 12: Loren Collins
Apr 9: TBD
May 14: TBD
Jun 11:  Lecia Brooks from the SPLC

AFS-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
www.meetup.com/Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter/
meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/ 
afs@atlantafreethought.org
meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/ 
facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
afs@atlantafreethought.org
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Bruce Horacek right but ...
Dear Editor,

Bruce Horacek (Letters, Marietta Daily Journal, 
25 February, 2017) was right about some 
important matters, but he’s mistaken about at 
least one major idea, too. 

There is no question that mere words on parchment do not guarantee 
freedom and that deep-seated American values are crucial to supporting 
freedom of conscience.  Other nations have religious liberty, but few can 
match our ideals and our governing documents.  The framers, including 
Madison, Adams, Jefferson, Franklin, Hamilton, Washington, Paine, and other 
giants had varied religious beliefs but were united in wanting government and 
religion separated for the sake of both—and they said so, plainly. 

Many bogus quotes have been concocted which purport to show, for ex-
ample, Madison declaring that government depends on the Bible or Christi-
anity—but those quotes cannot be found in Madison’s writings and contra-
dict many other of his documented statements.  Jefferson’s famous letter 
to the Danbury Baptists, written in 1802 while Jefferson was President and 
reviewed by his Attorney General before it was sent, explicitly declared what 
the First Amendment did:  “building a wall of separation between Church & 
State.”

The framers were emphatic in their understanding that liberty and our 
rights do not come from government or from religion; that such inalienable 
individual rights are natural and inherent.  Most of the framers were intellec-
tual heirs to the Enlightenment ideas of Hume, Locke, D’Alembert, Holbach, 
Voltaire, and others; most also were, unlike some French Enlightenment 
leaders, unwilling to have governments support or oppose religion.  And of 
course there are no significant religious principles incorporated into the US 
Constitution.

The framers understood that to keep consciences (of Christians like Mr. 
Horacek and of atheists like me) free, governments must be kept out of the 
religion business.

Regards,

ED BUCKNER     Smyrna GA

Marietta Daily Journal Helps Pat Buchanan Lose Credibility

Horacek’s LTE, for reference:
I would like to take exception to the letter written 
by Ed Buckner (“Our government has been secular 
since its inception,” MDJ Letters, 2/19/2017).

First, the article cited a few quotes of the found-
ers, but ignored the myriad of citations by many 
others, including James Madison (author of the 
Constitution) and John Jay (first Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court).  These men recognized that the 
principles on which our nation was founded are 
Judeo-Christian and that our republic could not be 
maintained unless it was perpetuated by a people 
with this type of foundation.

Second, it is only countries that have this heritage 
that allow a very broad expression of views.  We 
only need to look at the following to illustrate this 
point:

• India:  Claims to have freedom of religion 
but the Hindu ruling party persecutes and 
marginalizes Christians and Muslims.

• Communist/atheistic countries:  No freedom 
of expression.

• Muslim majority countries:  Other beliefs are 
persecuted on a regular basis.

Third, when Jefferson wrote his private letter 
regarding separation of church and state to the 
Danbury Baptists, it was to protect the church from 
the state, not the other way around.

I applaud the freedom that Ed and Mike have 
to express their views, but it’s only because of “In-
alienable Rights” conferred on us by our Creator.

BRUCE HORACEK     Acworth

[writing the Constitution] had interviews with the gods, or were in any 
degree under the inspiration of Heaven.” The founders intentionally 
established a secular government, and that was well before any “secular 
justices” had anything to say about it.

2. In 1796, near the end of George Washington’s second term, a treaty 
was agreed to with a Muslim nation. That treaty, unanimously ratified 
by the US Senate and proclaimed by the President (by then John Ad-
ams), assured the Islamic leader and his people that “the government 
of the United States of America is not in any sense founded on the 
Christian religion.” The American population, then and now, included 
Christians, Muslims, Jews, deists, and atheists.

All your readers should join me, the founders, and justices in wanting gov-
ernment to stay out of the religion business.

Regards,

Ed B.

ED BUCKNER     Smyrna GA

Dear Editor,

Pat Buchanan (“Trump must break judicial power,” 
Marietta Daily Journal, 14 February 2017) gave 
us a column riddled with illogical claims, but his 
credibility was perhaps hurt most by a line he may 
have intended as a throwaway but which the MDJ 
highlighted: “Secular justices de-Christianized our 
country.”

This is demonstrably and easily disprovable, as 
many examples would show.  Here are two:

1. John Adams wrote in an essay published in 
England at the time of the ratification of the 
US Constitution, A Defence of the Constitu-
tions of Government of the United States of 
America, that “it will never be pretended 
that any persons employed in that service 
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Women Who Have Advocated For  
And Impacted Religious Freedom

Erica Monical in Wall of Separation
www.au.org

Women’s History Month started this week, and we are recognizing the im-
portant role that women have played in fighting for the separation of church 
and state and religious freedom.

Though women have been essential throughout America’s history in sepa-
rating church and state, their impact is often overlooked.

Women are often discriminated against on the basis of religion and thus an 
essential part of the population to consider when considering the fight for 
church state separation.

While the Religious Right throws around support for the rights of women 
only when they are attacking Islam, they stay silent or even support legisla-
tion that denies women health care on the grounds of religion.

For Women’s History Month, these women deserve recognition for their 
roles in impacting true religious freedom:

Anne Hutchinson:  In 1634, Anne Hutchinson took part in a religious 
conflict in the Massachusetts Bay Colony. She hosted meetings where she 
criticized the way that the church was operating in the colony. She was later 
tried and charged with contempt and sedition and was banished from the 
colony.

Anne Hutchinson is one of the first women in American History to have 
defied the smothering combination of church and state in pursuit of genuine 
freedom of conscience.  

She’s important to America’s religious freedom history because in a time 
where speaking out against the church could result in banishment or even 
death, she boldly spoke up for her beliefs.

Sojourner Truth:  Truth inspired passion in many people with her pow-
erful speeches. She was born a slave, but after becoming free she dedicated 
her life to using spoken word to further both abolitionist and women’s right 
causes.

Her most famous speech “Ain’t I a Woman” advocated for equality. It was 
later published and used in the American Civil War and further inspired 
people to fight for equality.

Sojourner Truth is a great example of someone who used religion to make 
powerful statements but who emphasized that religion shouldn’t be used to 
discriminate. 

Lucretia Mott:  Another important figure to remember is Lucretia Mott, 
who fought for women’s right to vote and an end to slavery. She was a 
Quaker religious leader whose powerful skills as an orator caught the atten-
tion of many.

Mott is an important figure in women’s history due to her passion and 
commitment to women’s suffrage and equal treatment. She advocated for 
universal suffrage in the mid-19th century, when that was not a common or 
popular view.

At a time when many religious leaders preached women’s submission and 
racial segregation, Mott stood for different values: tolerance and equality.

Vashti McCollum:  In 1948, Vashti McCollum was the plaintiff in a U.S. 

Supreme Court case that sought to remove coer-
cive forms of religion from public schools.  

Her fourth-grade son Jim was enrolled in a 
public school that allowed outside religious groups 
to come into the school during the day and offer 
theological instruction. The program was allegedly 
voluntary, but families were coerced to choose 
one of three classes. Originally, McCollum chose 
Protestant instruction for Jim, but she removed 
him after reviewing the course materials. As a re-
sult, Jim was forced to sit outside in the hallways 
while the other students were taught religion. 
McCollum was put in the position where she had 
to choose between her son’s isolation and his be-
ing taught religious beliefs that she did not agree 
with. This is the reason she ended up in Supreme 
Court.

The McCollum vs. Board of Education case is a 
landmark ruling for separation of church and state. 
The case ended the practice of public schools 
sponsoring religious instruction during the school 
day and laid the groundwork for the school prayer 
decisions of the early 1960s. McCollum’s per-
severance and commitment to the cause were 
essential to this landmark case.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg:  As current U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice, Ruth Bader Ginsburg has 
consistently voted in favor of the separation of 
church and state. Even as a lawyer who attended 
Columbia Law School, Ginsburg has had to fight 
sexism and anti-Semitism throughout her entire 
career to become the first Jewish woman on the 
Supreme Court.

Before her nomination as Supreme Court Jus-
tice, Ginsburg worked as a volunteer lawyer for 
the ACLU fighting for women’s rights.

She was quoted by The New York Times discussing 
women’s rights and she said, “The side that wants 
to take the choice away from women and give it 
to the state, they’re fighting a losing battle. Time is 
on the side of change.”

Ruth Bader Ginsburg has been a strong feminist 
ally in the Supreme Court with her persistence 
to ensure that religion isn’t used to discriminate 
against women.

There are many other women who have had a 
positive impact on religious freedom and church-
state separation, and we salute all of them.

https://www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/women-who-have-advocated-for-and-impacted-religious-freedom
file:///C:/Users/Hassanein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/VPLFX457/(https:/www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/guess-what-religious-right-islamophobes-don-t-really-care-about-women-s
https://www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/birth-control-battles-the-theocrats-long-war-on-contraceptive-access)
http://www.history.com/topics/womens-history)
http://www.biography.com/people/anne-hutchinson-9348085
http://www.biography.com/people/lucretia-mott-9416590
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/333/203/case.html
http://www.supremecourthistory.org/history-of-the-court/the-current-court/justice-ruth-bader-ginsburg/
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Removal of Transgender Protection Laws  
Violates State/Church Separation

ffrf.org

The Freedom From Religion Foundation is deeply 
troubled by the Trump administration’s recent 
removal of antidiscrimination laws protecting 
transgender students.

On Wednesday, Feb. 22, the Departments of 
Education and Justice reversed the federal protec-
tions set by the Obama administration, which 
allowed transgender students in public schools 
to use the washrooms corresponding with their 
gender identity. The Trump 
administration claims Title 
IX, a federal law banning sex 
discrimination in schools, no 
longer extends to gender 
identity. Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions, an evangelical Chris-
tian who has opposed expand-
ing gay, lesbian and transgender 
rights, advocated for lifting the 
previous protections. Trump 
sided with Sessions over Educa-
tion Secretary Betsy DeVos, 
who, surprisingly, expressed 
misgivings about the repeal 
because of the harm it could 
cause transgender students.

The White House stated that the policy regulat-
ing which lavatory transgendered students use 
should be issued at the state level. However, this 
repeal on national anti-discrimination laws displays 
an unconstitutional intermeshing of religious ide-
ology with legal policy, which is a federal 
issue.

The American Civil Liberties Union has 
called the reversal a violation of discrimi-
nation laws. FFRF contends that it is also 
a violation of the principle of separation 
between church and state guaranteed 
in the Establishment Clause of the First 
Amendment.

The argument against laws allowing 
transgender students to use the rest-
room of their choice is that the protec-
tions “allow men into women’s bath-
rooms,” thus exposing women to sexual 
predators. However, according to two 
investigations conducted by Media Mat-
ters, school districts with trans-inclusive 
policies had no increases in sex crimes 
after putting those policies in place.

The Trump administration’s recent 
attack on the civil rights of transgender 

students shows how it is bowing to the agenda of Christian conservative 
organizations. One of the most vocal supporters of the new guidelines has 
been The Family Research Council, a Christian Right advocacy group based in 
Washington, D.C. The organization is among several theocratic groups that 
have frontlined anti-trans attacks over the years. Others have included Focus 
on the Family, Family Policy Alliance, and the Southern Baptist Convention.

Sessions, one of the main officials behind the recent revocation of trans-
gender anti-discrimination laws, indirectly suggested that religious people 
are closer to truth during his confirmation hearing. He was asked during the 

hearing if a person who is secu-
lar had just as good of a claim 
to understanding the truth as a 
religious person, to which Ses-
sions dissembled.

Deuteronomy 22:5 calls men 
who wear women’s garments 
and vice-versa “abominations.”  
The Trump administration and 
the religious organizations that 
support rescinding civil rights 
protections are legislating false, 
biblical ideas about gender 
essentialism and applying it to 
public policy. In a secular na-
tion, laws must not be molded 
by church doctrine. 

All citizens must be equally free from religious oppression. FFRF will con-
tinue to advocate for the rights and protections of the transgender commu-
nity against discrimination rooted in religious bigotry.

https://ffrf.org/news/news-releases/item/28803-removal-of-transgender-protection-laws-violates-state-church-separation
http://mediamatters.org/blog/2014/03/20/debunking-the-big-myth-about-transgender-inclus/198530
http://mediamatters.org/blog/2014/03/20/debunking-the-big-myth-about-transgender-inclus/198530
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2017/01/jeff_sessions_confirmation_hearing_had_one_moment_that_revealed_why_so_many.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2017/01/jeff_sessions_confirmation_hearing_had_one_moment_that_revealed_why_so_many.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2017/01/jeff_sessions_confirmation_hearing_had_one_moment_that_revealed_why_so_many.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2017/01/jeff_sessions_confirmation_hearing_had_one_moment_that_revealed_why_so_many.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2017/01/jeff_sessions_confirmation_hearing_had_one_moment_that_revealed_why_so_many.html
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Other Meetings of Interest in Metro Atlanta
The SOS (Secular Organizations for Sobriety) meets 
on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. in Roswell.  For more information, 
send an email to donnajgore@yahoo.com. 

We Agnostics Atlanta meets on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Galano Club, 585 Dutch Valley Rd NE, Atlanta, GA 30324. 
Clubhouse phone number: (404) 881-9188. This is like an Alco-
holics Anonymous group.

Post-Christian Church of SHATTER meets every 
Sunday at 5:00 pm at 1371 Hartvord Ave SW, Atlanta. This is a 
new group so check out the website to find out what to expect 
and be sure to RSVP: www.churchofshatter.com/sunday-service 
(www.meetup.com/Post-Christian-Church-of-SHATTER)

Marietta Skeptic/Humanist Meetup has various get-
togethers and discussion groups.  Several upcoming events.  
(www.meetup.com/Marietta-Atheists-Meetup)

The Peachtree City Humanists participate in social 
and educational activities such as din-
ners, lunches, coffees, outdoor recre-
ation, discussion groups, and book clubs 
with topics that include science, psychol-
ogy, philosophy.  (www.meetup.com/
Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH)

The Southern Crescent Free-
thinkers sponsor Navigators, Owl 
& Ibis:  A Confluence of Minds, and 
meet for dinner, etc. Several upcoming 
events each month.  (www.meetup.com/
Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers)

N. Georgia Freethinkers Secular-
ists & Humanists  Non-religious free-
thinking adults, who at times feel somewhat 
isolated in this little corner of Georgia, meet 
for drinks, to forge friendships, have dinner 
parties, chat over coffee, practice debat-
ing skills, laugh, hold game nights, etc.  (www.meetup.com/
North-Gwinnett-Freethinkers-Atheist-Agnostic-Meetup)

The Atlanta Science Tavern has several meetings 
planned. Please check meetup page for more information. 
(www.meetup.com/AtlantaScienceTavern)

Recovery from Religion - Morrow Chapter 
meets on Sat, Mar 11 at 1 p.m. at Barnes & Noble Book-
sellers Southlake, 1939 Mount Zion Road, Morrow, GA.  
There is no proselytizing of any kind allowed at these 
meetings.  For more information and resources, please 
visit www.recoveringfromreligion.org.  (www.meetup.com/
Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter)

Secular Atheist Study Scriptures (SASS), Gaines-
ville will meet Sun, Mar 12 at 1:00 p.m. at Lake Lanier 
Club: Business Center, 2350 Avonlea Way, Gainesville to 
discuss the historicity of Jesus. They will be going over the 
evidence for his existence as well as the criticisms of that 
evidence. Also they will be going over the future of this 
group: what types of meet ups everyone would like to have 

and outreach. Anyone not interested in participating in this 
portion is welcome to leave early.  (www.meetup.com/
Secular-Atheist-Study-the-Scriptures-SASS-Gainesville) 

There will be a meetup for Atlanta Atheists Sun., Mar 
12 at 6:00 p.m. at Thinking Man Tavern, 537 W. Howard Ave, in 
Decatur.  (www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists)

GUST (Gwinnett: Understanding Secular Truths) 
meets on the Mon Mar 13 at 7:00 pm at UUCG, 12 Bethesda 
Church Road, Lawrenceville, unless otherwise indicated.  
Check Facebook/Meetup pages for more information.  (www.
meetup.com/brights-295)

Sunday Assembly Atlanta will have a general meeting on 
Sun Marb 19 at 6 p.m. at First Existentialist Congregation, 470 
Candler Park Dr NE, Atlanta. 

Assemblies, and the potlucks afterward, are open to the pub-
lic and free to attend. SAA an extremely active community with 

a large number of upcoming events including 
rock chorus, secular support, mindfulness 
meditation, wonder club, urban wonder, 
book club, makers night out, volunteering, 
queer beyond belief group, public speaking 
series, trivia nights, etc.  (www.meetup.com/
Sunday-Assembly)

Atlanta Astronomy Club is having a 
general meeting Sat, Mar 18, 3-5 at Fernbank 
Science Center, 156 Heaton Park Dr, Atlanta.  
(www.atlantaastronomy.org)

Ethical Humanists of Atlanta is meet-
ing Sun., Mar 26 12:30-2:00 p.m. at Manuel’s 
Tavern, 603 N Highland Ave NE, Atlanta to 
have a conversation on ethical living. They 
meet every 4th Sunday. (www.meetup.com/
Ethical-Humanists-of-Atlanta)

Another meetup for Atlanta Athe-
ists is scheduled for Sun., Mar 26 at 4:00 p.m. at Five Seasons 
Brewing, 5600 Roswell Rd, Sandy Springs. (www.meetup.com/
Atlanta-Atheists)

Atlanta Skeptics has “Drinking Skeptically” on the first 
Friday of each month.  5 Seasons Brewing, 5600 Roswell Rd, 
Sandy Springs.   (www.meetup.com/AtlantaSkeptics)

Atlanta Atheists has first Sunday meetups each month: 
the place varies. Check Meetup for info on the get-together.  
(www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists) 

Fellowship of Reason meets on the first Sunday of every 
month at 10:30 AM at AF Hall. There are meetings for book 
discussion, philosophy, a classic film course, and other events.  
(www.fellowshipofreason.com)

Freedom From Religion Foundation of Geor-
gia sometimes meets on the first Sunday of every month 
at 2:00 at AF Hall or at a restaurant. Not every month—
please check Meetup or Facebook.  (www.meetup.com/
Freedom-From-Religion-Foundation-of-Georgia)

donnajgore@yahoo.com
https://www.churchofshatter.com/sunday-service
https://www.meetup.com/Post-Christian-Church-of-SHATTER/
http://www.meetup.com/Marietta-Atheists-Meetup/
http://www.meetup.com/Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH/
http://www.meetup.com/Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH/
http://www.meetup.com/Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers
http://www.meetup.com/Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers
http://www.meetup.com/North-Gwinnett-Freethinkers-Atheist-Agnostic-Meetup/
http://www.meetup.com/North-Gwinnett-Freethinkers-Atheist-Agnostic-Meetup/
http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaScienceTavern
http://www.recoveringfromreligion.org
http://www.meetup.com/Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter/
http://www.meetup.com/Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter/
https://www.meetup.com/Secular-Atheist-Study-the-Scriptures-SASS-Gainesville/
https://www.meetup.com/Secular-Atheist-Study-the-Scriptures-SASS-Gainesville/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.meetup.com/brights-295/
http://www.meetup.com/brights-295/
http://www.meetup.com/Sunday-Assembly/
http://www.meetup.com/Sunday-Assembly/
http://www.atlantaastronomy.org
https://www.meetup.com/Ethical-Humanists-of-Atlanta/
https://www.meetup.com/Ethical-Humanists-of-Atlanta/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists
http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaSkeptics/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.fellowshipofreason.com
http://www.meetup.com/Freedom-From-Religion-Foundation-of-Georgia/
http://www.meetup.com/Freedom-From-Religion-Foundation-of-Georgia/


B
ecom

e a M
em

ber!
(O

r ren
ew

 yo
u

r m
em

b
ersh

ip
 w

ith
 th

is fo
rm

 o
r o

n
lin

e a
t w

w
w

.A
tla

n
ta

Freeth
o

u
gh

t.o
rg!)

If you’ve enjoyed w
hat you’ve read, w

e enthusiastically invite you to join the A
tlanta Freethought  

Society. Every m
onth you w

ill get our acclaim
ed m

onthly new
sletter, the Atlanta Freethought N

ew
s, 

voting rights in the organization—
and enjoym

ent of the superb speakers w
e have com

ing up, as w
ell 

as the social and activist events that w
e sponsor!

Individual m
em

berships: O
ne person can becom

e a m
em

ber for $50 per year. 

Sustaining m
em

berships: O
ne person can becom

e a sustaining m
em

ber for $100 per year. 

Life m
em

berships: Avoid the hassle of renew
ing every year.  A life m

em
bership lasts a lifetim

e.

P
aper new

sletter: W
e encourage m

em
bers to receive the new

sletter by em
ail. This avoids the printing 

and m
ailing expenses.  But if you really w

ant the paper version of the new
sletter, just let us know

 and w
e w

ill 
send it to you at no additional charge. (You can also pick up a paper new

sletter at any AFS m
eeting.)

T
hank you for your support!  W

e look forw
ard to your being w

ith us in the com
ing m

onths!

A
nnual dues are: 

M
em

bership D
ues # of m

em
s Total 

Individual 
$50 

_
_

_
_

_
_ $_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

N
am

e 
 _________________________________________

Low
 Incom

e 
$20 

_
_

_
_

_
_ $_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

A
ddress: ________________________________________

 Sustaining 
$100 

_
_

_
_

_
_ $_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

 
 _________________________________________

M
em

ber
Life M

em
ber 

$1000 
_

_
_

_
_

_ $_
_

_
_

_
_

_ 
Phone: H

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_W
 ______________

Subscription only 
$30 

_
_

_
_

_
_ $_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

Em
ail: 

 _________________________________________
B

ooks 
 

 
$_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

Any other things you’d like to tell us?

 
 

 
 

 _______________________________________________
Shipping and handling for B

ooks 
$_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

 _______________________________________________
Extra donation (T

hank you!)  
$_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

 _______________________________________________
 

 
Total: 

$_______ 
 ___________________________________________________

R
eceive new

sletter by em
ail 

(N
o charge for m

em
bers)

R
eceive paper new

sletter by m
ail 

(N
o charge for m

em
bers)

Save tim
e and postage  

by m
aking a paym

ent via P
a

yp
a

l to:
afs@

atlantafreethought.org

A
FS A

rt D
isplay P

rogram
4775 N

. C
hurch Lane SE A

tlanta, G
A

 30339
w

w
w

.atlantafreethought.org     afs@
atlantafreethought.org

Person or entity displaying art:

Address: 

Phone(s):  

Em
ail:   

D
escription of artw

ork (subject, color, dim
ensions, w

eight, fram
e, 

price, m
aterials, other info —

 list on separate page if necessary): 

D
isplay dates: from

 
 to 

O
w

ner if other than above:

Address:   

Phone(s):  

Em
ail:   

Is artw
ork for sale? Yes / N

o   $ 
 U

pon sale 
ow

ner agrees to pay AFS a 33.3%
 fee.

Term
s: All artw

ork displays w
ill be subm

itted to Atlanta 
Freethought Society art com

m
ittee for approval (afs@

atlantaf-
reethought.org).  Installation &

 rem
oval w

ill be done by artist/
ow

ner overseen by AFS art com
m

ittee.  D
am

age to building 
w

ill be repaired by artist/ow
ner. The ow

ner assum
es all risk for 

artw
ork at all tim

es.  AFS w
ill not be responsible for any dam

age 
or loss w

hile artw
ork is in our posession.

O
w

ner agrees to term
s: 

Signature/date

AFS Art Com
m

ittee approval: 
Signature/date  
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Dare To Think  
For Yourself!

March 12th meeting
1:00 at AF Hall,

4775 N. Church Lane SE
Atlanta, GA 30339

Loren Collins


