
Our program for October 8th will be by Dr. 
Dennis Martin on the topic of “Freethinkers’ 
BFFs: Inconsistency & Impossibility.”

When you see or hear an inconsistency and 
point it out, what happens?  Try it a few times 
before coming to this talk.  How do people react?  

In this talk, Dr. Martin 
will discuss the deeper 
role that detecting 
inconsistencies plays 
in freethought and 
scientific thought.  The 
importance of the 
relationship between in-
consistency and impos-
sibility will be discussed 
with a defense against 
its detractors.  Finally, 
Dr. Martin will make 

some suggestions on how freethinkers should deal 
with inconsistent statements.  Topics also include 
multiverses, Gödel’s proof of God, superposition, 
alternate logics, and the agnosticism-atheism link.

From Dennis: “I was concerned that some so-
called atheists or skeptics who I otherwise greatly 
respect – Victor Stenger, Jerry Coyne, and Michael 
Shermer, among others – say that God might ‘pos-
sibly’ exist.  This led me to examine how logicians, 
mathematicians, scientists, and philosophers use 
these terms – consistency, possibility, probability, 
etc.  I think the AFS group will be interested in 
my musings, and I am interested in hearing from 
audience members.”  In his usual informal style, 
Dennis will engage the audience and seek their 
insights on these topics.

Dr Dennis Martin is a 15-year member of AFS. 
He is a retired philosophy professor who lives in 
metro Atlanta. Dennis has a mathematics degree 
from Georgia Tech and a PhD in philosophy from 
Emory. Dennis has spoken at AFS on eight previ-
ous occasions, in addition to teaching a 6-week 
course on secular humanism at AFS in 2010. 
Dennis notes, “I always try to bring some original 
thinking to AFS in my talks, and I admire the clear-
thinking, important comments that AFS members 
bring.”
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The October AFS Meeting
Dennis Martin - “Freethinkers’ BFFs” 

Calendar
10/8 AFS Board of Directors meet 11:00 a.m.

10/8 AFS General Meeting 1:00 p.m.

11/12 Potluck Lunch 12:00 p.m.

11/12 AFS General Meeting

All events are at AF Hall unless noted  
and are subject to change.

Be sure to like AFS’s Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought

For the latest in upcoming AFS events, join our Meetup group!  
meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society

Dennis Martin

L-R: CW Brown, David Silverman, Mark Gura

In recognition of his advocacy on behalf of the 
atheist community, Atheist Alliance of America 
presented American Atheists president David Sil-
verman with the 2017 Richard Dawkins Award 
on Saturday, September 2 at its annual convention 
at Dragon Con.  It’s estimated that Dragon Con 
attracted more than 83,000 attendees this year.

In recognizing Silverman, Atheist Alliance of 
America cited his “tireless advocacy for po-
litical and social justice causes for more than 20 
years” and his work bringing together the atheist 

‘Firebrand Atheist’ David 
Silverman Recognized for 

Advocacy, Community Building
www.atheist.org

‘Firebrand’ Continued on Page 3

https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
http://www.atheistallianceamerica.org/the-richard-dawkins-award/
http://www.dragoncon.org/
http://www.atheistallianceamerica.org/
http://www.atheistallianceamerica.org/
https://www.atheists.org/2017/09/firebrand-atheist-recognized-advocacy-community-building/
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Programs and Speakers
All programs are on the second Sunday of each 
month at AF Hall, 4775 N. Church Lane SE, 
Atlanta, GA, 30339 unless otherwise noted.  
Programs start at 1:00 PM, but feel free to 
arrive at 12:00 for socializing.  Visitors are 
always welcome. 

The views and opinions expressed by speakers 
at AFS do not necessarily reflect those of AFS 
members or its policy.

AFS Email List
The AFS Announcements email list provides subscribers with reminders and updates 
on AFS activities. Send an email to AFS-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
to subscribe. The AFS Forum email list is a place for discussions of freethought, athe-
ism, agnosticism, church-state separation and religion. To subscribe to this list, send 
an email to AFSForum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. The AFS Facebook page is 
at facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought. For calender information on AFS activities, 
please join the Meetup group. The AFS website is www.atlantafreethought.org.

To keep up to date on the Atlanta Freethought Society calendar of upcoming events, 
please join our Meetup group: meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society.

The Atlanta Freethought Society is a member-run organization dedicated to advancing 
freethought and protecting the rights and reputation of freethinkers, agnostics, atheists and 
humanists.

We welcome anyone who is interested in learning about living a good life free from 
religion through attending AFS speeches, debates, and discussions. We employ pro-
tests, letters to the editor, broadcast appearances, and any other reasonable and civil 
means available to achieve our mission.

We define freethought as “the forming of opinions about life in general and religion 
in particular on the basis of reason and the evidence of our senses, independently of 
tradition, authority, or established belief.”

We actively support a strict separation of church and state as the best means to 
guarantee liberty for all, regardless of religious belief or lack of belief.

We seek to educate ourselves on many topics but especially on religion and non-
religion.  We do this through a series of thought-provoking speakers and programs, 
and by maintaining a web forum and an extensive library of freethought, religious, 
and related books, pamphlets, videotapes, and audiotapes.

We provide an organization where freethinkers and non-theists can develop friend-
ships, talk freely, socialize and enjoy each other’s company.  We do not discriminate 
against anyone on such irrelevant grounds as race, sexual orientation, age, gender, 
class, or physical disability.  We welcome members and leaders of all political parties 
and preferences.  Any who are like-minded are welcome to join us.

Because we are designated by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) educational organization, con-
tributions to AFS are tax deductible.  

Views, opinions, positions or strategies expressed by authors are theirs alone and 
do not necessarily reflect the views, opinions, positions or strategies of the Atlanta 
Freethought Society or any member thereof.  The editors of Atlanta Freethought News 
reserve the right to edit or alter in any manner it sees fit any articles deemed to be 
obscene, offensive, defamatory, threatening, in violation of trademark, copyright 
or other laws, or is otherwise unacceptable; and also to correct grammar and to 
conserve space.

Atlanta Freethought News   
An AFS Publication

Editor: Laura Ross 
Assistant Editor: Steve Yothment

 
How to Contact the Editor

Send correspondence to AFS at:  
4775 N. Church Lane SE,  

Atlanta, GA 30339, 
phone Laura at 404-634-1005, or send  

e-mail to Laura@LauraRossDesign.com

Atlanta Freethought Society President
Laura Ross – 404-825-0258

VP for Internal Communication
Daniel Pyron – 404-695-1907

VP for External Communication
Dwight Lyman – 404-634-1005

Secretary
John Carver – 404-822-6124 

Treasurer
Diane Buckner – 770-432-3049

Board of Directors
Freya Harris –   Not available      

Judy Thompson – 404-296-2020
Keith Nalumango – 818-856-9677

Mark Banks – 770-354-1546
Michael Buckner – 404-633-2486
Steve Yothment – 678-364-8703

Atlanta Freethought News
Vol. 23, Number 10, October 2017 

Copyright © 2017 by the Atlanta Freethought 
Society, Inc. Signed articles are all copyright 

© 2017 by their respective authors.

Membership in AFS is $50/year per person,  
$20 for low income. 

Membership includes AFNews by email or mail. 
(Tell us which one you want.) 

Sustaining Membership is $100. 
Life Membership is $1000. 

Subscriptions only are $30 for 12 issues.  

Please make checks and money orders payable to 
Atlanta Freethought Society

(or Paypal to afs@atlantafreethought.org).

Visit our Meetup page at  
meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society.

See AFS events and member views at:  
facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought.

Send E-mail to  
afs@atlantafreethought.org. 

AFS Wordpress specialist: Dwight Lyman 
AFS Facebook page: Laura Ross

Oct 8: Dennis Martin - “Freethinkers’ BFFs: 
Inconsistency & Impossibility”

Nov 12: Connie Venuso
Dec 10: Warren Alan Tidwell
Jan 14: TBD

AFS-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
AFSForum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
http://www.atlantafreethought.org/
https://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
Laura@LauraRossDesign.com

afs@atlantafreethought.org
https://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
http://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
afs@atlantafreethought.org
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Help Nonbelief Relief help Puerto Rico  
& other disaster victims 

ffrf.org

community for the 2012 Reason Rally in Wash-
ington, DC.

“It means so much for AAoA to present me with 
the Dawkins Award,” said Silverman.  “Our com-
munity is strongest when we stand together and 
this is another example of the progress we have 
made to set aside the differences of the past and 
work toward the common goals of a society that 
is more accepting of atheists and less tolerant of 
religious privilege.”

“Atheist activism has come a long way in the 
years since David started his work,” said Mark 
W. Gura, vice president of Atheist Alliance of 
America.  “So much of that progress can be 
directly attributed to his outspokenness and his 
work at American Atheists.

“We’re proud to recognize David with this 
award,” added Atheist Alliance of America’s exec-
utive director, CW Brown.  “I wouldn’t be stand-
ing here today without David’s work.  His outspo-
kenness inspires people to become activists.”

Previous recipients of Atheist Alliance of 
America’s Richard Dawkins Award include:  
Christopher Hitchens, James Randi, Ann 
Druyan, Penn Jillette, Julia Sweeney, Daniel 
Dennett, Ayaan Hirsi Ali, Bill Maher, Susan 
Jacoby, Eugenie Scott, Steven Pinker, Rebecca 
Goldstein, Jerry Coyne, and Lawrence Krauss.

After receiving the Richard Dawkins Award, 
Silverman discussed his book Fighting God, which 
makes the argument that firebrand, outspoken 
atheism is the most effective—and most human-
istic and compassionate—approach to atheist 
activism.

‘Firebrand’ Continued from Page 1

Nonbelief Relief, a humanitarian agency created by the board of the Free-
dom From Religion Foundation, is wiring $10,000 today in the name of 
nonbelievers to a Puerto Rican disaster relief group.

The nonprofit ConPRmetidos partners with the Foundation for Puerto 
Rico, a 501(c)(3) organization.

Hurricane Maria has taken the U.S. island’s entire power grid offline, 
slowing down the disbursement of the grant. Only as of September 27 has 
Nonbelief Relief been able to make direct connection with the development 
agency.

Calling the crisis in Puerto Rico a humanitarian emergency, Nonbelief Relief 
will continue raising money to aid the U.S. territory.

Adding to the major gifts 
it announced last week 
totaling $98,000, Nonbe-
lief Relief additionally has 
bestowed a $10,000 gift 
to a well-organized relief 
group formed by former 
military members.  Found-
ed in 2010, Team Rubicon 
sends out 48,000 volunteer 
military veterans as first responders who go out like a “rapid response team” 
in cases of natural disasters.  So far, the vets have alleviated suffering in more 
than 200 disasters across the United States and the world.  A quarter of the 
military and veterans today are nonbelievers.

Please help renew Nonbelief Relief’s coffers!

As additional funds come in, Nonbelief Relief, working with advisers from 
Puerto Rico, will be selecting at least one more charity to help our sister citi-
zens in Puerto Rico in dire need.

You may earmark your donation, deductible for income tax purposes, via 
FFRF (please choose Nonbelief Relief in the dropdown or earmark a 
check to FFRF for “Nonbelief Relief).  Only donations to FFRF so earmarked 
go to that fund.

Nonbelief Relief 
is also challeng-
ing the Internal 
Revenue Service’s 
discriminatory poli-
cies, which exempt 
churches and their 
charities from 
accounting to the 
public for what they 
do with tax-de-
ductible donations.

NonBelief Relief, 
Inc., was started 

in part to enable atheists, agnostics, freethinkers and nonbelievers to give 
under the banner of freethought to improve this world, our only world. 
Nonbelief Relief seeks to remediate conditions of human suffering and injus-
tice on a global scale, whether the result of natural disasters, human actions 
or adherence to religious dogma.

https://ffrf.org/news/news-releases/item/30411-help-nonbelief-relief-help-puerto-rico-other-disaster-victims
http://reasonrally.org/2012-reason-rally/
https://www.atheists.org/people/mark-gura/
https://www.atheists.org/people/mark-gura/
https://robotdomination.com/team/cwbrown/
https://smile.amazon.com/Fighting-God-Atheist-Manifesto-Religious/dp/1250130719/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1506727269&sr=8-1&keywords=fighting+god+david+silverman
https://ffrf.org/donate/nonbelief-relief-inc
https://www.facebook.com/conPRmetidos/
http://foundationforpuertorico.org/
http://foundationforpuertorico.org/
https://teamrubiconusa.org/
https://secure.ffrf.org/np/clients/ffrf/donation.jsp
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Forced Patriotism: You Don’t Have To Stand For It
By Rokia Hassanein in Wall of Separation

www.au.org

Last week, as Puerto Rico and other American territories were reeling from 
the aftermath of Hurricane Maria, President Donald J. Trump had other 
things on his mind – primarily professional football players who chose to 
“take a knee” during the playing of the National Anthem.

As usual, Trump kicked things off with an obligatory string of tweets.  He 
then ramped up the rhetoric in other forums.  

“Wouldn’t you love to see one of these NFL owners, when somebody 
disrespects our flag, to say, ‘Get that son of a b*tch off the field right now, 
out, he’s fired?  He’s fired,’”  Trump said at a Sept. 23 rally, referencing 
pro football players who have been kneeling during the anthem to protest 
racial injustice.  “You know, some owner is going to do that.  He’s going 

to say, ‘That guy that disre-
spects our flag, he’s fired.’  
And that owner, they don’t 
know it [but] they’ll be the 
most popular person in this 
country.”

Trump’s rhetoric stands in 
contrast with the words of 
the U.S. Constitution.  Under 
the First Amendment, people 
can’t be compelled to stand 
for patriotic or religious 
ceremonies if they don’t 
want to.  That includes the 
National Anthem.  Obviously, 
the NFL is not bound by the 
First Amendment, but, as 

President, it is disappointing that Trump does not appear to value freedom of 
speech.

Trump also fails to grasp what’s going on here:  This started as a protest 
over racial injustice, not the anthem itself.  In that sense, the protests were 
not unpatriotic – but even if they were, it would not matter.  It’s a violation 
of basic rights to compel someone to participate in a patriotic ritual.

Nevertheless, some of Trump’s most prominent supporters, including 
former White House chief strategist Steve Bannon, have praised his 
comments.  

“If people in this country take a knee and the National Football 
League players want to take a knee, they should take a knee at night, 
every night, and thank God in heaven Donald J. Trump is president of 
the United States,” Bannon told Fox News in a Sept. 25 interview.  “He 
has saved this country so much grief.  He has done such a tremendous 
job with virtually no help.”

Trump, Bannon and many of their backers are abysmally ignorant of 
the history of this issue.  Americans have the right to decide if they will 
take part in patriotic rituals thanks to a 1943 church-state case called 
West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette. 

The Barnette case occurred in the public school context and con-
cerned the Pledge of Allegiance, not the National Anthem – but the 
general principles laid down in the decision are clearly applicable here.

Many states used to have laws requiring public school students to 

salute the flag and recite the Pledge of Allegiance 
every morning.  Jehovah’s Witnesses argued that 
their only allegiance was to God and instructed 
their children not to take part.  Witnesses’ chil-
dren were expelled from some public schools, and 
the matter entered the courts.

In 1940, the Supreme Court actually upheld 
mandatory participation in the flag ritual in public 
schools in a case from Pennsylvania titled Miners-
ville School District v. Gobitis.  But just three years 
later, the high court took up the matter again and 
ruled the other way in Barnette.

The ruling contains this eloquent and often-
quoted passage by Justice Robert H. Jackson:  
“If there is any fixed star in our constitutional 
constellation, it is that no official, high or petty, 
can prescribe what shall be orthodox in politics, 
nationalism, religion, or other matters of opinion 
or force citizens to confess by word or act their 
faith therein.”

Why did the court reverse itself so quickly? In 
part because many Jehovah’s Witnesses were 
attacked in the interim.  (There had also been 
some changes among personnel on the court.)

Although NFL players are not objecting to the 
anthem for religious reasons as students in the 
Gobitis and Barnette cases did, Barnette laid down a 
powerful rule:  If participation in a patriotic ritual 
clashes with the right of conscience, the latter 
takes precedence.  

So, as week four of the NFL season kicks off 
tonight, players can, when the National Anthem is 
played, take a knee, lock arms or stand.  It’s their 
constitutional right to choose as they please.

Thanks to the Barnette church-state case, we all 
have that right – and we should be thankful for it.

Eric Reid (35) and Colin Kaepernick (7)

https://www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/forced-patriotism-you-don-t-have-to-stand-for-it
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/911655987857281024
http://www.cnn.com/2017/09/22/politics/donald-trump-alabama-nfl/index.html?iid=EL
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/steve-bannon-nfl-players-should-take-a-knee-and-thank-god-trump-is-president/article/2635614
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/steve-bannon-nfl-players-should-take-a-knee-and-thank-god-trump-is-president/article/2635614
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1940-1955/319us624
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1940-1955/310us586
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1940-1955/310us586
http://www.historynet.com/what-we-owe-jehovahs-witnesses.htm
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Most Americans Believe Religion Is No Excuse  
To Discriminate Against The LGBTQ Community

By Rokia Hassanein in Wall of Separation
www.au.org

On the Trump Administration’s Plan to End DACA
www.atheists.org

A recent survey by the Public Religion Research 
Institute (PRRI) revealed that at 53%, the major-
ity of Americans oppose restricting the rights of 
the LGBTQ community.  An even more promising 
finding for America’s future:  About two-thirds 
of young adults believe wedding-based businesses 
should not be allowed to refuse services to same-
sex couples on religious grounds.

The commitment of American youth to equal-
ity was demonstrated this month when Biolans’ 
Equal Ground, a Christian LGBTQ student group 
at Biola University, penned a letter of opposi-
tion to the Christian university’s president after 
multiple Biola professors signed the “Nashville 
Statement.”

Signed in August by Religious Right leaders, the 
Nashville Statement proclaimed signers’ views on 
human sexuality and gender identity, including the 
view that they “DENY that adopting a homosexual 
or transgender self-conception is consistent with 
God’s holy purposes in creation and redemption.”

But many, including Christians, are pushing back against this divisive view 
and any attempts to translate it into public policy.  As AU’s Faith Organizer 
Bill Mefford noted:  “All people have the right to practice their religious be-
liefs – or to practice no religious belief at all – so long as their practice does 
not cause harm or discriminate against others.”

Biola students also are standing up and asking their university to maintain 
a supportive environment for all students:  “Your silence on this is sending 
a confusing and damaging message to both LGBTQ students who are affirm-
ing as well as to those who have chosen celibacy,” they wrote in the letter 
published in the Huffington Post. 

Youth activism like this is extremely important in shaping the debate about 
true religious freedom.  These current and former students recognized that 
religious freedom is about fairness, not discriminating against others based 
on belief, so they did something about it and made their voices be heard.

Thankfully, the vast majority of Americans agree with them.  According to 
the PRRI poll, 56% of Americans oppose allowing small business owners to 
use their religion as an excuse to deny service to LGBTQ people, while 72% 
of Americans support non-discrimination laws that protect LGBTQ people.

Ensuring that religion is not being used to harm people or take away their 
rights is why Americans United started the Protect Thy Neighbor cam-
paign.  We’re assisted by Faith Leaders United, a network of religious lead-
ers; if you are a member of the clergy, you can get involved.

Stopping religion from being used as an excuse to discriminate is also why 
we’re involved in a pending U.S. Supreme Court case, Masterpiece Cakeshop 
v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission, which could have huge implications 
for religious freedom.  This case involves a Colorado bakery that is using 
religion as an excuse to discriminate against same-sex couples by refusing 
to bake them wedding cakes.  Americans United will file a legal brief telling 
the Supreme Court that the First Amendment does not excuse businesses 
from their obligation to treat all customers equally – even when the desire to 
discriminate is motivated by religion.

In response to the Trump administration’s announcement that it would sus-
pend the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, Ameri-
can Atheists president David Silverman released the following statement:

“This is a difficult time for the more-than 800,000 people who have been 
helped by DACA.

“As atheists, we know that it is only through human action that the lives of 
those in our community can be improved.  There is no question that DACA 
has improved the lives of the men and women brought to our nation as chil-
dren and, indeed, strengthened our communities.

“This is about more than politics.  This is about recognizing our shared 
humanity and celebrating the contributions made by all Americans, includ-
ing those brought here as children.  Just as our nation is made stronger 
by the diversity of religious views of its citizens, it is made stronger by its 
immigrants.

“I have no doubt that countless DACA recipients were brought to our 

nation because of our commitment to religious 
freedom, religious equality, and government 
neutrality.  I fight to protect those commitments 
and I will fight to protect those who come to the 
United States in search of them.  Just as athe-
ists are your friends, neighbors, and classmates, 
DACA recipients are as well.  This is an issue that 
impacts us all.

“I call on President Trump and Congress to act 
quickly to pass legislation that recognizes the 
shared humanity of these young people who are 
as much a part of our community as you or me.  
Threatening almost a million people with depor-
tation does not make our nation stronger and 
is fundamentally at odds with our constitution’s 
promise of a more perfect union.”

https://www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/most-americans-believe-religion-is-no-excuse-to-discriminate-against-the
https://www.atheists.org/2017/09/daca-statement/
https://www.prri.org/research/poll-wedding-vendors-refusing-service-same-sex-couples-transgender-military-ban/
https://www.prri.org/research/poll-wedding-vendors-refusing-service-same-sex-couples-transgender-military-ban/
https://www.prri.org/research/poll-wedding-vendors-refusing-service-same-sex-couples-transgender-military-ban/
https://www.facebook.com/biolansequalground/
https://www.facebook.com/biolansequalground/
https://cbmw.org/nashville-statement/
https://cbmw.org/nashville-statement/
https://au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/the-religious-right-s-nashville-statement-is-just-a-rehash-of-tired-anti
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/lgbtq-christian-students-demand-a-response-about-the_us_59bff7c5e4b001058421c521
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/lgbtq-christian-students-demand-a-response-about-the_us_59bff7c5e4b001058421c521
http://www.protectthyneighbor.org/
http://www.protectthyneighbor.org/flu/
https://americansunited.wufoo.com/forms/z19yjgwz1kblsxe/
http://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/masterpiece-cakeshop-ltd-v-colorado-civil-rights-commn/
http://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/masterpiece-cakeshop-ltd-v-colorado-civil-rights-commn/
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Other Meetings of Interest in Metro Atlanta
The Atlanta Science Tavern has several meetings planned. 
Please check meetup page for more information. (www.meetup.
com/AtlantaScienceTavern) 

Atlanta Astronomy Club is not having meetings during the 
summer months. Check website for more info.  (www.atlanta-
astronomy.org)

The SOS (Secular Organizations for Sobriety) meets 
on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. in Roswell.  For more information, send 
an email to donnajgore@yahoo.com. 

We Agnostics Atlanta meets on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Galano Club, 585 Dutch Valley Rd NE, Atlanta, GA 30324. 
Clubhouse phone number: (404) 881-9188. This is similar to 
Alcoholics Anonymous group.

Marietta Skeptic/Humanist Meetup has various get-
togethers and discussion groups.  Several upcoming events.  
(www.meetup.com/Marietta-Atheists-Meetup)

The Peachtree City Humanists participate in social and 
educational activities such as dinners, lunches, coffees, outdoor 
recreation, discussion groups, and book clubs with topics that 
include science, psychology, philosophy.  Former AFS President 
Steve Yothment is now Presi-
dent of PTCH!  (www.meetup.
com/Peachtree-City-Human-
ists-PTCH)

The Southern Crescent 
Freethinkers sponsor Naviga-
tors, Owl & Ibis:  A Confluence of 
Minds, and meet for dinner, etc. 
Several upcoming events each 
month.  (www.meetup.com/
Southern-Crescent-Freethink-
ers)

There will be a meetup for 
Atlanta Atheists Sun., Oct. 
8, 6 pm, Thinking Man Tavern, 
537 W. Howard Ave, in Decatur.  
(www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists)

GUST (Gwinnett: Understanding Secular Truths) 
will meet Mon., Sep 11, 7 pm at UUCG, 12 Bethesda Church 
Rd, Lawrenceville.  To find out about future meetings, go to the 
Meetup page.  (www.meetup.com/brights-295)

Recovery from Religion - Morrow Chapter meets 
on Sat, Oct 14 at 1 p.m. at Barnes & Noble Booksellers 
Southlake, 1939 Mount Zion Road, Morrow, GA.  There 
is no proselytizing of any kind allowed at these meet-
ings.  For more information and resources, please visit 
www.recoveringfromreligion.org.  (www.meetup.com/
Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter)

Black Nonbelievers will have their General Meeting at Little 
Five Points Community Center, 1083 Austin Ave NE, Atlanta on 
Sun, Oct. 15, 3 pm. The special guest will be Jamileh Ann Morien 
from Billings, MT.  Jamileh was the subject of a smear campaign 
on behalf of her soon to be ex-husband for not wanting to raise 
their children to be Christian.  He even started a GoFundMe in 
hopes of slandering her, and portraying himself as a persecuted 

believer.  This plan ultimately backfired on him and BN had the 
opportunity to speak with Jamileh online.  Come and hear her 
journey out of organized religion, her account of this incident, 
and meet her beautiful daughter June Ann!  (www.meetup.com/
Black-Nonbelievers/)

Atlanta Atheists will have their Third Sunday meetup Sun., 
Oct 15, 2 pm, Mellow Mushroom - Sandy Springs, 6100 Roswell 
Rd NE, Sandy Springs.  (www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists)

Sunday Assembly Atlanta will have a general assembly 
(Topic TBA) Sun Oct. 15, 5:30 pm at First Existentialist Congre-
gation, 470 Candler Park Dr NE, Atlanta.  This is also a potluck 
supper.  All are welcome.  SAA is an extremely active com-
munity with a large number of upcoming events including rock 
chorus, secular support, mindfulness meditation, wonder club, 
urban wonder, book club, makers night out, volunteering, queer 
beyond belief group, public speaking series, trivia nights, etc.  
(www.meetup.com/Sunday-Assembly)

Ethical Humanists of Atlanta is meeting Sun, Oct 22 
12:30 pm at Jack’s Tower, 1209 North Highland Avenue, Atlanta 
to have a conversation on ethical living. They meet every 4th 
Sunday. (www.meetup.com/Ethical-Humanists-of-Atlanta)

There will be a meetup for 
Atlanta Atheists Sun., 
Oct 22, 4 pm, 5 Seasons 
Brewing, 5600 Roswell Rd, 
Prado Shopping Center, Sandy 
Springs.  (www.meetup.com/
Atlanta-Atheists)

Atlanta Skeptics has 
“Drinking Skeptically” on the 
first Friday of each month.  
5 Seasons Brewing, Prado 
Shopping Center, 5600 Roswell 
Rd, Sandy Springs.   (www.
meetup.com/AtlantaSkeptics)

Atlanta Atheists has first 
Sunday meetups each month: the 

place varies. Check Meetup for info on the get-together.  (www.
meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists) 

Fellowship of Reason meets on the first Sunday of every 
month at 10:30 AM at AF Hall. There are meetings for book 
discussion, philosophy, a classic film course, and other events.  
(www.fellowshipofreason.com)

Gainesville Atheists does not have a meet-
up scheduled at presstime.  (www.meetup.com/
Secular-Atheist-Study-the-Scriptures-SASS-Gainesville)

Freedom From Religion Foundation of Geor-
gia does not have a meetup scheduled at presstime; 
check Meetup and Facebook.  (www.meetup.com/
Freedom-From-Religion-Foundation-of-Georgia)

Americans United for Separation of Church 
and State does not have a meeting scheduled at press-
time. Check Meetup and Facebook.  (www.meetup.com/
americansunited-georgia)

http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaScienceTavern
http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaScienceTavern
http://www.atlantaastronomy.org
http://www.atlantaastronomy.org
donnajgore@yahoo.com
http://www.meetup.com/Marietta-Atheists-Meetup/
http://www.meetup.com/Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH/
http://www.meetup.com/Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH/
http://www.meetup.com/Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH/
http://www.meetup.com/Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers
http://www.meetup.com/Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers
http://www.meetup.com/Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.meetup.com/brights-295/
http://www.recoveringfromreligion.org
http://www.meetup.com/Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter/
http://www.meetup.com/Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter/
www.meetup.com/Black-Nonbelievers/
www.meetup.com/Black-Nonbelievers/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.meetup.com/Sunday-Assembly/
https://www.meetup.com/Ethical-Humanists-of-Atlanta/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaSkeptics/
http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaSkeptics/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.fellowshipofreason.com
https://www.meetup.com/Secular-Atheist-Study-the-Scriptures-SASS-Gainesville/
https://www.meetup.com/Secular-Atheist-Study-the-Scriptures-SASS-Gainesville/
http://www.meetup.com/Freedom-From-Religion-Foundation-of-Georgia
http://www.meetup.com/Freedom-From-Religion-Foundation-of-Georgia
https://www.meetup.com/americansunited-georgia/
https://www.meetup.com/americansunited-georgia/
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If you’ve enjoyed w
hat you’ve read, w

e enthusiastically invite you to join the A
tlanta Freethought  

Society. Every m
onth you w

ill get our acclaim
ed m

onthly new
sletter, the Atlanta Freethought N

ew
s, 

voting rights in the organization—
and enjoym

ent of the superb speakers w
e have com

ing up, as w
ell 

as the social and activist events that w
e sponsor!

Individual m
em

berships: O
ne person can becom

e a m
em

ber for $50 per year. 

Sustaining m
em

berships: O
ne person can becom

e a sustaining m
em

ber for $100 per year. 

Life m
em

berships: Avoid the hassle of renew
ing every year.  A life m

em
bership lasts a lifetim

e.

P
aper new

sletter: W
e encourage m

em
bers to receive the new

sletter by em
ail. This avoids the printing 

and m
ailing expenses.  But if you really w

ant the paper version of the new
sletter, just let us know

 and w
e w

ill 
send it to you at no additional charge. (You can also pick up a paper new

sletter at any AFS m
eeting.)

T
hank you for your support!  W

e look forw
ard to your being w

ith us in the com
ing m

onths!

A
nnual dues are:	

M
em

bership	D
ues	# of m

em
s	Total 

Individual	
$50	

_
_

_
_

_
_	$_

_
_

_
_

_
_	

N
am

e	
__________________________________________

Low
 Incom

e	
$20	

_
_

_
_

_
_	$_

_
_

_
_

_
_	

A
ddress:_________________________________________

	Sustaining	
$100	

_
_

_
_

_
_	$_

_
_

_
_

_
_		


__________________________________________

M
em

ber
Life M

em
ber	

$1000	
_

_
_

_
_

_	$_
_

_
_

_
_

_	
Phone: H

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_W
_______________

Subscription only	
$30	

_
_

_
_

_
_	$_

_
_

_
_

_
_	

Em
ail:	

__________________________________________
B

ooks			



$_

_
_

_
_

_
_	

Any other things you’d like to tell us?

				





________________________________________________
Shipping and handling for B

ooks	
$_

_
_

_
_

_
_	

________________________________________________
Extra donation (T

hank you!)		
$_

_
_

_
_

_
_	

________________________________________________
		


Total:	

$_______	
____________________________________________________

R
eceive new

sletter by em
ail 

(N
o charge for m

em
bers)

R
eceive paper new

sletter by m
ail 

(N
o charge for m

em
bers)

Save tim
e and postage  

by m
aking a paym

ent via P
a

yp
a

l to:
afs@

atlantafreethought.org

A
FS A

rt D
isplay P

rogram
4775 N

. C
hurch Lane SE A

tlanta, G
A

 30339
w

w
w

.atlantafreethought.org     afs@
atlantafreethought.org

Person or entity displaying art:

Address: 

Phone(s):  

Em
ail:   

D
escription of artw

ork (subject, color, dim
ensions, w

eight, fram
e, 

price, m
aterials, other info —

 list on separate page if necessary): 

D
isplay dates: from

 
 to 

O
w

ner if other than above:

Address:   

Phone(s):  

Em
ail:   

Is artw
ork for sale? Yes / N

o   $ 
 U

pon sale 
ow

ner agrees to pay AFS a 33.3%
 fee.

Term
s: All artw

ork displays w
ill be subm

itted to Atlanta 
Freethought Society art com

m
ittee for approval (afs@

atlantaf-
reethought.org).  Installation &

 rem
oval w

ill be done by artist/
ow

ner overseen by AFS art com
m

ittee.  D
am

age to building 
w

ill be repaired by artist/ow
ner. The ow

ner assum
es all risk for 

artw
ork at all tim

es.  AFS w
ill not be responsible for any dam

age 
or loss w

hile artw
ork is in our posession.

O
w

ner agrees to term
s: 

Signature/date

AFS Art Com
m

ittee approval: 
Signature/date  
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Dare To Think  
For Yourself!

October 8th meeting
1:00 at AF Hall,

4775 N. Church Lane SE
Atlanta, GA 30339

Dennis Martin


