
Scott O. Lilienfeld is the Samuel Candler 
Dobbs Professor of Psychology at Emory 
University in Atlanta, Georgia.  He received his 
A.B. at Cornell University in 1982 and his Ph.D. in 

psychology (clinical) 
from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota in 
1990.  He is editor 
of the journal Clini-
cal Psychological 
Science and recent 
past president of 
the Society for a 
Science of Clini-
cal Psychology.  
Dr. Lilienfeld is a 
Committee for 
Skeptical Inquiry 
(CSI) Fellow and 
member of the CSI 

Executive Council.  He is also a consulting editor 
for and regular contributor to Skeptical Inquirer 
magazine.  

His primary areas of research include personality 
disorders, individual differences in cognitive biases, 
psychological misconceptions, and the relevance 
of scientific thinking to psychology.  Dr. Lilienfeld 
has authored, co-authored, and co-edited over a 
dozen books, including 50 Great Myths of Popular 
Psychology (John Wiley & Sons, 2010) and Facts 
and Fictions in Mental Health (John Wiley & Sons, 
2017). 
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April AFS Meeting
Scott Lilienfeld - “Intellectual Humility: Implications for 

Psychology, Politics, Religion, and Scientific Thinking” 

Calendar
Apr 14 Potluck Lunch 12:00 p.m.
Apr 14 AFS General Meeting 1:00 p.m.
Apr 20 FFRF/AFS Movie Night 7:00 p.m.

May 12 AFS Board Meeting 11:00 a.m.
May 12 AFS General Meeting 1:00 p.m.
May 18 FFRF/AFS Open Mic Night 7:00 p.m.

All events are at AF Hall unless noted  
and are subject to change.

Be sure to like AFS’s Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought

The April Potluck
Before the April 14th meeting we will have 
a Potluck Lunch, starting at noon. Join AFS 
members and guests for some good food and 
great socializing.  Please bring food according to 
the first letter of your last name:

A-G: Bring a main dish 
H-P: Bring a dessert 
Q-Z: Bring a side dish

AFS will provide drinks, plates and silverware.

For the latest in upcoming AFS events, join our Meetup group!  
meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society

Scott O. Lilienfeld
From the ancient times of Sun Tzu, to our modern 
era of intelligence gathering, the importance of 
knowing everything you can about your adversary 
has not changed.  

On Saturday, April 20 at Atlanta Freethought Hall 
we will try to get some ideas about what we are up 
against with television evangelists.  We will watch 
a video of a typical TV “Preacher” (42 min.).  His 
sermon will cover God’s plan for the world, America, 
the covenant today & America’s foundation.  He will 
demonstrate a total lack of scientific knowledge, a 
distorted and fictionalized view of history, fabricate 
quotes of our founding fathers, and pontificate 
about his delusional world view. 

Warning:  Do not eat a large meal before attend-
ing.  The video may cause you to have a overwhelm-
ing urge to purge, or make you laugh so hard that 
tears may run down your leg.  Please bring your 
thoughts and experiences about this sbject so that 
we can all share ideas and strategies to cope.

FFRF will provide hot chocolate, coffee, and soft 
drinks.  Please bring snacks (chips & dip, cookies, 
appetizers) and your favorite beverage. Doors open 
at 6 pm and the program starts at 7.

F.F.R.F./A.F.S. Movie Night

http://psychology.emory.edu/home/people/faculty/index.html
http://psychology.emory.edu/home/people/faculty/index.html
http://psychology.emory.edu/home/people/faculty/index.html
https://www.psychologicalscience.org/publications/clinical
https://www.psychologicalscience.org/publications/clinical
https://www.psychologicalscience.org/publications/clinical
http://sscpweb.org/
http://sscpweb.org/
http://sscpweb.org/
https://skepticalinquirer.org/
https://skepticalinquirer.org/
https://skepticalinquirer.org/
https://skepticalinquirer.org/archive/?/archive/
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Myths-Popular-Psychology-Misconceptions/dp/1405131128
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Myths-Popular-Psychology-Misconceptions/dp/1405131128
https://www.amazon.com/Facts-Fictions-Mental-Health-Arkowitz-ebook/dp/B01MZEE3PT/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=facts+and+fictions+in+mental+health&qid=1554690351&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Facts-Fictions-Mental-Health-Arkowitz-ebook/dp/B01MZEE3PT/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=facts+and+fictions+in+mental+health&qid=1554690351&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
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Programs and Speakers
All programs are on the second Sunday of each month 
at AF Hall, 4775 N. Church Lane SE, Atlanta, GA, 
30339 unless otherwise noted.  Programs start at 
1:00 PM, but feel free to arrive at 12:00 for socializing.  
Visitors are always welcome. 

The views and opinions expressed by speakers at AFS do 
not necessarily reflect those of AFS members or its policy.

AFS Email List
The AFS Announcements email list provides subscribers with reminders and updates 
on AFS activities. Send an email to AFS-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
to subscribe. The AFS Forum email list is a place for discussions of freethought, athe-
ism, agnosticism, church-state separation and religion. To subscribe to this list, send 
an email to AFSForum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. The AFS Facebook page is 
at facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought. For calender information on AFS activities, 
please join the Meetup group. The AFS website is www.atlantafreethought.org.

To keep up to date on the Atlanta Freethought Society calendar of upcoming events, 
please join our Meetup group: meetu  om/Atlanta-Freethought-Society.

The Atlanta Freethought Society is a member-run organization dedicated to advancing 
freethought and protecting the rights and reputation of freethinkers, agnostics, atheists and 
humanists.

We welcome anyone who is interested in learning about living a good life free from 
religion through attending AFS speeches, debates, and discussions. We employ pro-
tests, letters to the editor, broadcast appearances, and any other reasonable and civil 
means available to achieve our mission.

We define freethought as “the forming of opinions about life in general and religion 
in particular on the basis of reason and the evidence of our senses, independently of 
tradition, authority, or established belief.”

We actively support a strict separation of church and state as the best means to 
guarantee liberty for all, regardless of religious belief or lack of belief.

We seek to educate ourselves on many topics but especially on religion and non-
religion.  We do this through a series of thought-provoking speakers and programs, 
and by maintaining a web forum and an extensive library of freethought, religious, 
and related books, pamphlets, videotapes, and audiotapes.

We provide an organization where freethinkers and non-theists can develop friend-
ships, talk freely, socialize and enjoy each other’s company.  We do not discriminate 
against anyone on such irrelevant grounds as race, sexual orientation, age, gender, 
class, or physical disability.  We welcome members and leaders of all political parties 
and preferences.  Any who are like-minded are welcome to join us.

Because we are designated by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) educational organization, con-
tributions to AFS are tax deductible.  

Views, opinions, positions or strategies expressed by authors are theirs alone and 
do not necessarily reflect the views, opinions, positions or strategies of the Atlanta 
Freethought Society or any member thereof.  The editors of Atlanta Freethought News 
reserve the right to edit or alter in any manner it sees fit any articles deemed to be 
obscene, offensive, defamatory, threatening, in violation of trademark, copyright 
or other laws, or is otherwise unacceptable; and also to correct grammar and to 
conserve space.

Atlanta Freethought News   
An AFS Publication

Editor: Laura Ross 
Assistant Editor: Steve Yothment

 
How to Contact the Editor

Send correspondence to AFS at:  
4775 N. Church Lane SE,  

Atlanta, GA 30339, 
phone Laura at 404-634-1005, or send  

e-mail to Laura@LauraRossDesign.com
or luara.mom@gmail.com

2019 President
Laura Ross – 404-825-0258

2019 Treasurer
Diane Buckner – 404-257-6008

2019 Secretary 
Dwight Lyman – 404-825-0260

2019 Board of Directors

Mark Banks – 770-354-1546
Michael Buckner – 404-633-2486
Judy Thompson – 404-296-2020
Steve Yothment – 678-364-8703

Atlanta Freethought News

Vol. 25, Number 4, April 2019 
Copyright © 2019 by the Atlanta Freethought 

Society, Inc. Signed articles are all copyright 
© 2019 by their respective authors.

Membership in AFS is $50/year per person,  
$20 for low income. 

Membership includes voting privileges and  
AFNews by email/USPS (indicate preferences). 

Sustaining Membership is $100. 

Life Membership is $1000. 

Subscriptions only are $30 for 12 issues. 

Please make checks and money orders payable to 
Atlanta Freethought Society

(or Paypal to afs@atlantafreethought.org).

Visit our Meetup page at  
meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society.

See AFS events and member views at:  
facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought.

Send E-mail to  
afs@atlantafreethought.org. 

AFS Wordpress specialist: Dwight Lyman 
AFS Facebook page: Laura Ross

May 12: Jenny Brown of National Women’s Liberation on 
her book Birth Strike: The Hidden Fight over Women’s 
Work

Jun 9: No speaker, instead there will be a cookout with 
AFS providing hotdogs, hamburgers, and drinks. 
Attendees bring side dishes and desserts.

Jul 14: Open 

AFS-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
AFSForum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
http://www.atlantafreethought.org/
https://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
Laura@LauraRossDesign.com
Laura@LauraRossDesign.com
afs@atlantafreethought.org
https://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
http://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
afs@atlantafreethought.org
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[NAME REDACT-
ED DUE TO AGE 
OF LETTER WRIT-
ER] 
Ellijay GA

Dear [WRITER] and 
[TEACHER],

Thank you for send-
ing an interesting 
letter to the Atlanta 
Freethought Society.  
Our President, Laura 
Ross, has asked me 
to reply, since I have some experience talking to students (though they were 
all high school or college students) about this subject.

Because I have no professional experience in discussing these matters with 
a middle school student, even a bright guy, and because the letter you sent 
to us came from the school address, I decided I’d better send my reply to 
[TEACHER] who can then decide whether your teacher or your parents 
need to see my letter first.

I’m guessing that you don’t realize it, but you made a mistake, one that 
schools at all levels frown on:  the words you sent were not in fact your own, 
but instead were written by Marilyn Adamson and published online here:  
www.everystudent.com/features/isthere.html.  If you turned your letter to us 
in as a paper at school, it would be considered plagiarism and would probably 
get you a really bad grade.  It’s sometimes just fine to use someone else’s 
words, but if you’re honest you have to give them credit.

The whole matter of debating whether any god(s) exist goes back at least 
2500 years (Epicurus is said to have posed the argument against a god’s exis-
tence usually called “The Problem of Evil” around 300 BCE). 

If you’re interested in another set of arguments in favor of God and Chris-
tianity, try looking up William Lane Craig online—he’s probably the most 
famous defender of Christianity in Georgia, and he generally lists five reasons 
for believing.

If you’d like to see arguments on the other side, you can do an internet 
search for atheist responses to Adamson’s “Six Straightforward Reasons.”  
Or you can read an essay/talk in 1927 by the famous British mathemati-
cian and philosopher Bertrand Russell here: https://users.drew.edu/~jlenz/
whynot.html

Or you can even read stuff I’ve written (though it was for high school or 
college students):

Don’t forget!  We are finalizing the food drive at the April 14 meet-
ing for Atlanta Community Food Bank.  Here are the most needed 
items:  engage.acfb.org/site/TR/FoodDrives/FoodDrives

I have been asked as an 
atheist to talk with (or 
write to) you.  As I’m 
sure you must realize, 
a reasonably thorough 
explanation regarding 
many issues would take 
far more than the time 
we will have together—
weeks in fact—and 
would be likely to focus 
too much on some 
points and not enough 
on others.  Therefore 

I’m going to give you short answers to six ba-
sic questions, add a few other points, and then 
invite your questions.  If you have a question that 
doesn’t get answered by this, please e-mail me 
ebuckner@atheists.org. Thanks.

First, let me say that I am speaking for myself 
(and for an unknown number of others who call 
themselves atheists, agnostics, secular humanists, 
freethinkers, or rationalists)—but not for all such 
people.  We certainly don’t agree with each other 
on everything and opinions and beliefs among 
people like us vary greatly.

1.  Origins:  where did everything come 
from?

I think—but cannot prove—that the origins of 
the universe go back around 14 billion years to 
the Big Bang, that the start was a natural phenom-
enon, not a supernatural one, and that there was 
no “before” before that because time and space 
blossomed then.  But on this subject at least, I’m 
relying on people who have studied and thought 
about this far more than I have.  As to the origin 
and development of our own species, I accept as 
extraordinarily well supported a modern revised 
version of Darwin’s theory of evolution, and see 
no reason to believe there was any “Intelligent 
Designer” behind it.

2.  Identity:  what does it mean to be a hu-
man being?

From Wikipedia (with which I agree, at least on 
this):  “Humans, or human beings, are bipedal pri-
mates belonging to the mammalian species Homo 
sapiens (Latin: ‘wise man’ or ‘knowing man’) in the 
family Hominidae (the great apes).  Compared to 
other living organisms on Earth, humans have a 

“We Get Mail” continues page 4

https://www.everystudent.com/features/isthere.html
https://users.drew.edu/~jlenz/whynot.htmlhttps://users.drew.edu/~jlenz/whynot.html
https://users.drew.edu/~jlenz/whynot.htmlhttps://users.drew.edu/~jlenz/whynot.html
http://engage.acfb.org/site/TR/FoodDrives/FoodDrives?sid=1420&type=fr_informational&pg=informational&fr_id=1912
mailto:ebuckner@atheists.org
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highly developed brain capable of abstract rea-
soning, language, and introspection.  This mental 
capability, combined with an erect body carriage 
that frees their upper limbs for manipulating ob-
jects, has allowed humans to make far greater use 
of tools than any other species.  DNA evidence 
indicates that modern humans originated in Africa 
about 200,000 years ago, and they now inhabit 
every continent, with a total population of over 
6.6 billion as of 2007.” 

3.  Purpose/meaning:  What is the point of 
it all?

There isn’t one, other than what we—individu-
ally and together—choose.

4.  Morality:  How should we act?

The essence of morality is to treat others, espe-
cially other human beings, well. It’s best to start 
with “do no harm” or “treat others as you want 
to be treated”—ideas that were developed long 
before Judaism or Christianity or other theisms.  
Moral codes said to come from “God” have been, 
historically, as variable and as inadequate as any 
without such claims.

5.  Destiny:  How will it all end?

In death and decomposition for each of us as in-
dividuals. For earth and for our species, eventually 
oblivion as well—but not any time soon, I hope.

6.  Deity:  Is there a supreme power?  God?  
Many gods?

“We Get Mail” from page 3
There are obviously natural forces—gravity, nuclear energy, astronomical 

forces, tsunamis, etc.—that are far stronger than any human and quite prob-
ably stronger than all of us together.  But there is no credible evidence for 
any intelligent, thoughtful, or caring supernatural force or supreme being.  I 
see no reason, therefore, to worship, “listen” to, or to beg from any god(s).  

A few other points:

A. I don’t think there is any evil supernatural force, either—so I’m not a 
Satanist.

B. I’m not “rebelling” against God or mad at Him/Her/It.

C. I’m familiar with many Christian (and other religious) ideas; I think they 
are often interesting, worth considering, etc.—but that most such ideas are 
fundamentally wrong.

D. I support a strict separation of church and state, for everyone’s sake.

Whatever you believe, however strongly you disagree with or agree with 
me, I urge you to think carefully and to read widely, from books or people 
you agree with and from those you do not. At your request (or your teach-
er’s or parents’) I can send a list of some books I agree with (mostly) and 
recommend.  Some of them include things I’ve written.

Thanks again for your letter.

Regards,

Ed Buckner 678-662-3857 (cell)

Atlanta Freethought Society

4775 N Church LN

Atlanta GA 30339

American Atheists Submits Testimony  
Supporting the Equality Act

www.atheists.org

On April 3rd, American Atheists submitted testi-
mony in support of the Equality Act for the hear-
ing held by the U.S. House Judiciary Committee.

Currently, the U.S. has a patchwork of non-
discrimination protections for LGBTQ people 
that vary from state to state, municipality to 
municipality.  In many of these state and municipal 
laws, religious exemptions of varying breadth and 

applicability create loopholes that permit discrimination.

“The Equality Act would create a foundation of basic non-discrimination 
protections across the nation, ensuring that LGBTQ people are protected in 
areas such as employment, housing, education, and public accommodations,” 
wrote Alison Gill, Vice President for Legal and Policy.

“We’re pleased that the authors of this bill have not included new religious 
exemptions for these crucial civil rights protections,” said Nick Fish, Presi-
dent of American Atheists.  “Religion isn’t a license to discriminate and any 
bill that adds loopholes and exceptions doesn’t actually protect equality.”

The Equality Act would also protect youth in child welfare services by 

preventing discrimination against LGBTQ people 
by state-funded religious foster care and adoption 
agencies.  Currently, 10 states have laws on the 
books that allow discrimination on the basis of 
religion, and other states are considering this is-
sue.  A Tennessee bill that passed the State House 
yesterday could make Tennessee the 11th state to 
put religious beliefs of providers above the well-
being of adoptive and foster children.

“Sadly, these laws prevent children from finding 
loving, permanent homes by allowing agencies to 
turn away qualified prospective parents,” ex-
plained Gill.

“With 287 original co-sponsors, the Equality Act 
has overwhelming bipartisan support.  And with 
a substantial majority of Americans supporting 
LGBTQ protections and opposing religious refus-
als, this commonsense legislation is long past due,” 
she added.

https://www.atheists.org/2019/04/equality-act-testimony/
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Poll Shows Nearly Half Of American Voters See  
‘Christian Nationalism’ As A Threat

By Rob Boston / Wall of Separation Blog • www.au.org

A new poll shows that nearly half of all voters in 
America believe that Christian nationalism is a 
threat to the nation.  While I wish that number 
were higher, the poll indicates that a solid base of 
Americans perceive the dangers of the exclusion-
ary “Christian nation” perspective peddled by 
the Religious Right.  That’s not a bad platform on 
which to build our educational efforts.

The poll, conducted by the Morning Consult, 
found that among registered voters, 20 percent 
see Christian nationalism – the belief that the 
United States is or ought to be an officially “Chris-
tian nation” that extends preference to that faith 
– as a “critical threat.”  Twenty-seven percent see 
it as an important issue but not a critical threat.  
Thirty-five percent say it’s not a threat at all, and 
18 percent say they’re not sure.

Not surprisingly, the results sharply diverge 
depending on one’s political views.  Forty-seven 
percent of Republicans say they don’t consider 
Christian nationalism a threat at all, but only 24 
percent of Democrats say that.  Sixty-three per-
cent of Democrats perceive Christian nationalism 
as a serious or important threat.

Commenting on these results, AU President 
and CEO Rachel Laser told the Morning Consult 
that Christian nationalism is a problem because it 
fosters “efforts to restrict the space for religious 
pluralism in the country and give special privi-
leges to a narrow segment of white Christians in 
America.”

Added Laser, “There is a strong movement to 
preserve white Christian power in America right 
now and a real feeling of fragility about the chang-
ing demographics of America.”

That’s one drawback to Christian nationalism.  Here’s another:  It robs us 
of the true story of our country’s origins and replaces it with a simplistic, 
inaccurate myth.

This past weekend, I gave talks to groups in Somerset, N.J., and Willow 
Grove, Pa.  I delivered the same speech in both places. It was titled “Separa-
tion of Church and State:  Where We’ve Been, Where We Are and Where 
We’d Like to Be.”  During the section of the talk that covered “where we’ve 
been,” I debunked the Religious Right’s fallacious Christian nation myth and 

explained that the real story of how we went 
from a collection of colonies, many of which had 
theocratic leanings, to a nation that enshrined 
religious freedom for all and protected it with a 
wall of separation between church and state, is 
much more interesting and inspiring.

What the Religious Right is offering is a form 
of what I call “historical creationism.”  Just as 
they don’t like evolution so they fashioned a new, 
bogus “science,” Religious Right activists don’t 
like our nation’s actual history, so they invented 
a fake one.  Fortunately, it is easily debunked:  
The next time someone tells you that the United 
States was founded to be an officially Christian 
nation, ask them to show you where it says that 
in the Constitution.  (Here’s some more evi-

dence if you need it.)

Unfortunately, Christian nationalism isn’t just the peddling of bad history. 
It has a political expression:  Project Blitz.  Americans United is battling 
Blitz bills, many of which reflect Christian nationalism, in state legislatures 
nationwide.  We could use your help.  Learn how to get involved here and 
join us as we work to educate all Americans about the very real threat posed 
by Christian nationalism.       

https://www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/poll-shows-nearly-half-of-american-voters-see-christian-nationalism-as-a
https://morningconsult.com/2019/04/02/roughly-half-the-electorate-views-christian-nationalism-as-a-threat/
https://morningconsult.com/2019/04/02/roughly-half-the-electorate-views-christian-nationalism-as-a-threat/
https://www.au.org/resources/publications/is-america-a-christian-nation
https://www.au.org/resources/publications/is-america-a-christian-nation
https://www.au.org/tags/project-blitz
https://www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/project-blitz-wants-to-bring-bible-class-to-a-public-school-near-you
https://www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/project-blitz-wants-to-bring-bible-class-to-a-public-school-near-you
https://www.au.org/get-involved
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Other Meetings of Interest in Metro Atlanta
The Atlanta Science Tavern has several meetings planned. 
Please check meetup page for more information. (www.meetup.
com/AtlantaScienceTavern) 

The SOS (Secular Organizations for Sobriety) meets on 
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. in Roswell.  For more information, send an 
email to donnajgore@yahoo.com. 

We Agnostics Atlanta meets on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Galano Club, 585 Dutch Valley Rd NE, Atlanta, GA 30324. Club-
house phone number: (404) 881-9188. This is similar to Alcoholics 
Anonymous group.

Marietta Skeptic/Humanist Meetup has various get-to-
gethers and discussion groups.  Several upcoming events.  (www.
meetup.com/Marietta-Atheists-Meetup)

The Peachtree City Humanists participate in social and 
educational activities such as dinners, lunches, coffees, out-
door recreation, discussion groups, and book clubs with top-
ics that include science, psychology, 
philosophy.  (www.meetup.com/
Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH)

The Southern Crescent Free-
thinkers sponsor Navigators, Owl & 
Ibis:  A Confluence of Minds, and meet for 
dinner, etc. Several upcoming events 
each month.  (www.meetup.com/
Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers)

Recovery from Religion - Mor-
row Chapter meets monthly at 
Barnes & Noble Booksellers Southlake, 
1939 Mount Zion Road, Morrow, 
GA.  Join the Meetup group for more 
information.  There is no proselytizing 
of any kind allowed at these meetings.  
For more information and resources, 
please visit www.recoveringfrom-
religion.org.  (www.meetup.com/
Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-
Chapter)

GUST (Gwinnett: Understanding Secular Truths) will 
meet at 7-9 pm, Mon, Apr 8th at UUCG, 12 Bethesda Church Rd, 
Lawrenceville.  The topic is “Growing Up With or Without Gods.”  
(www.meetup.com/brights-295)

There will be a meetup for Decatur Atheists Sun, Apr 
14th, 6 pm, Thinking Man Tavern, 537 W. Howard Ave, in Decatur.  
(www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists)

Atlanta Astronomy Club will meet on the third Friday at 
7:30 pm each month at Fernbank Science Center, 156 Heaton Park 
Dr, Atlanta, GA 30307 unless otherwise noted.  Check website for 
more info.  (www.atlantaastronomy.org)

Freedom From Religion Foundation of Georgia and 
AFS will have a movie night at Atlanta Freethought Hall from 7 
pm on Sat, Apr 20th.  A TV evangelist clip will be viewed. See page 
1.  (www.ffrfga.org - email is ffrfofga@gmail.com) 

Black Nonbelievers at press time did not have an event 
scheduled, though this is likely to change.  www.meetup.com/
Black-Nonbelievers

Sunday Assembly Atlanta’s upcoming assembly is Sun, Apr 
21st, 5:30 pm at First Existentialist Congregation, 470 Candler Park 
Dr NE, Atlanta.  

Climate Change is a phrase we have come to know over the past 
many years, starting from curiosity and evolving to concern and 
now crisis.  It is a topic that is central to our age, a signature of 
our generations’ ability to take collective action when called upon 
to do so.  Will we?

The returning speaker is Dr. Kim Cobb, climate scientist and 
professor from Georgia Tech.  Cobb’s previous talks at SAA have 
been “Apocalypse” and “It’s The End of the World As We Know 
It (And I Feel Fine)”.  She describes herself on Twitter as “40% 
Climate Scientist, 40% Mom, and 20% Indiana Jones”.

SAA will be embracing that mix of levity and reflection of how 
Climate Change applies to so much more than global temperature:  
the earth’s political climate is hostile to solutions, and social cli-

mates are fragmented and disillusioned.  
Sunday Assemblies are moments to 
gather together, relish the lives we lead, 
and get motivated to act!

This is also a potluck supper.  All 
are welcome.  SAA is an extremely 
active community with a large number 
of upcoming events including rock 
chorus, secular support, mindful-
ness meditation, wonder club, urban 
wonder, book club, volunteering, queer 
beyond belief group, public speak-
ing series, etc.  (www.meetup.com/
Sunday-Assembly)

Ethical Humanists of Atlanta: 
Next meeting is Sun, Apr 28th, 12:30-2 
pm at Manuel’s Tavern, 603 N. Highland 
Ave, Atlanta. “Our shared task is to live 
decently, compassionately, and caringly 
in the world we inhabit.”  Come join 
the conversation. Ethical living is the 

philosophy of making decisions for daily life which take into ac-
count ethics and moral values, particularly with regard to consum-
erism, sustainability, environmentalism, wildlife and animal welfare.  
(www.meetup.com/Ethical-Humanists-of-Atlanta) 

Meetup for Atlanta Atheists Sun, Apr 28th, 4 pm, Olde 
Blind Dog Irish Pub, 705 Town Blvd, Brookhaven, GA.  (www.
meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists)

Atlanta Skeptics has “Drinking Skeptically” on the first Friday 
of each month at 7 pm.  As 5 Season’s Brewing is now closed, they 
are meeting at Marlow’s Tavern, 5590 Prado Pl, Sandy Springs, 
though location is subject to change.   (www.meetup.com/
AtlantaSkeptics)

Atlanta Atheists has first Sunday meetups each month: the 
place varies. Check Meetup for info on the get-together.  (www.
meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists) 

Fellowship of Reason is going into their 21st year and meets 
on the first Sunday of every month at 10:30 AM at AF Hall. There 
are meetings for book discussion, philosophy, a classic film course, 
and other events.  (www.fellowshipofreason.com)

http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaScienceTavern
http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaScienceTavern
donnajgore@yahoo.com
http://www.meetup.com/Marietta-Atheists-Meetup/
http://www.meetup.com/Marietta-Atheists-Meetup/
http://www.meetup.com/Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH/
http://www.meetup.com/Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH/
http://www.meetup.com/Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers
http://www.meetup.com/Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers
http://www.recoveringfromreligion.org
http://www.recoveringfromreligion.org
http://www.meetup.com/Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter/
http://www.meetup.com/Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter/
http://www.meetup.com/Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter/
http://www.meetup.com/brights-295/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.atlantaastronomy.org
https://www.ffrfga.org/
www.meetup.com/Black-Nonbelievers/
www.meetup.com/Black-Nonbelievers/
http://shadow.eas.gatech.edu/~kcobb/
http://www.meetup.com/Sunday-Assembly/
http://www.meetup.com/Sunday-Assembly/
https://www.meetup.com/Ethical-Humanists-of-Atlanta/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaSkeptics/
http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaSkeptics/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.fellowshipofreason.com
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If you’ve enjoyed w
hat you’ve read, w

e enthusiastically invite you to join the A
tlanta Freethought  

Society. Every m
onth you w

ill get our acclaim
ed m

onthly new
sletter, the Atlanta Freethought N

ew
s, 

voting rights in the organization—
and enjoym

ent of the superb speakers w
e have com

ing up, as w
ell 

as the social and activist events that w
e sponsor!

Individual m
em

berships: O
ne person can becom

e a m
em

ber for $50 per year. 

Sustaining m
em

berships: O
ne person can becom

e a sustaining m
em

ber for $100 per year. 

Life m
em

berships: A
void the hassle of renew

ing every year.  A
 life m

em
bership lasts a lifetim

e.

P
aper new

sletter: W
e encourage m

em
bers to receive the new

sletter by em
ail. T

his avoids the 
printing and m

ailing expenses.  B
ut if you really w

ant the paper version of the new
sletter, just let us 

know
 and w

e w
ill send it to you at no additional charge. (You can also pick up a paper new

sletter at 
any A

FS m
eeting.)

T
hank you for your support!  W

e look forw
ard to your being w

ith us in the com
ing m

onths!

A
nnual dues are: 

M
em

bership D
ues # of m

em
s Total 

Individual 
$50 

_
_

_
_

_
_ $_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

N
am

e 
 _________________________________________

Low
 Incom

e 
$20 

_
_

_
_

_
_ $_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

A
ddress: ________________________________________

 Sustaining 
$100 

_
_

_
_

_
_ $_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

 
 _________________________________________

M
em

ber
Life M

em
ber 

$1000 
_

_
_

_
_

_ $_
_

_
_

_
_

_ 
Phone: H

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_W
 ______________

Subscription only 
$30 

_
_

_
_

_
_ $_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

Em
ail: 

 _________________________________________
B

ooks 
 

 
$_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

A
ny other things you’d like to tell us?

 
 

 
 

 _______________________________________________
Shipping and handling for B

ooks 
$_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

 _______________________________________________
Extra donation (T

hank you!)  
$_

_
_

_
_

_
_ 

 _______________________________________________
 

 
Total: 

$_______ 
 ___________________________________________________

R
eceive new

sletter by em
ail 

(N
o charge for m

em
bers)

R
eceive paper new

sletter by m
ail 

(N
o charge for m

em
bers)     

Save tim
e and postage  

by m
aking a paym

ent via P
a

yp
a

l to:
afs@

atlantafreethought.org

A
FS A

rt D
isplay P

rogram
4775 N

. C
hurch Lane SE A

tlanta, G
A

 30339
w

w
w

.atlantafreethought.org     afs@
atlantafreethought.org

Person or entity displaying art:

Address: 

Phone(s):  

Em
ail:   

D
escription of artw

ork (subject, color, dim
ensions, w

eight, fram
e, 

price, m
aterials, other info —

 list on separate page if necessary): 

D
isplay dates: from

 
 to 

O
w

ner if other than above:

Address:   

Phone(s):  

Em
ail:   

Is artw
ork for sale? Yes / N

o   $ 
 U

pon sale 
ow

ner agrees to pay AFS a 33.3%
 fee.

Term
s: All artw

ork displays w
ill be subm

itted to Atlanta 
Freethought Society art com

m
ittee for approval (afs@

atlantaf-
reethought.org).  Installation &

 rem
oval w

ill be done by artist/
ow

ner overseen by AFS art com
m

ittee.  D
am

age to building 
w

ill be repaired by artist/ow
ner. The ow

ner assum
es all risk for 

artw
ork at all tim

es.  AFS w
ill not be responsible for any dam

age 
or loss w

hile artw
ork is in our posession.

O
w

ner agrees to term
s: 

Signature/date

AFS Art Com
m

ittee approval: 
Signature/date  

 

AFS-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
www.atlantafreethought.org
afs@atlantafreethought.org


Atlanta Freethought News is produced by the Atlanta Freethought Society, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit, member-run, educational  
organization created to advance freethought and protect freethinkers.  Any freethought, atheist, secular humanist, agnostic, or ra-
tionalist group is granted permission to reproduce anything from our newsletter not expressly labeled otherwise (acknowledgement 
of AFS and author appreciated).  Articles published represent the official opinion of AFS only when that is clearly stated; all other 
opinion is that of the individual author.

Atlanta Freethought News
Atlanta Freethought Society
4775 N Church Lane SE
Atlanta GA  30339

Dare To Think  
For Yourself!

April 14th meeting
1:00 at AF Hall

4775 N. Church Lane SE
Atlanta, GA 30339

Scott O. Lilienfeld
Also Potluck Lunch!


