
On Sunday, May 12, Atlanta Freethought Soci-
ety is fortunate to have Jenny Brown as our 
speaker.  She will be talking about her book Birth 
Strike: The Hidden Fight Over Women’s Work.  

When House 
Speaker Paul 
Ryan urged U.S. 
women to have 
more children, 
and Ross Douthat 
requested “More 
babies, please,” in 
a New York Times 
column, they openly 
expressed what 
policymakers have 
been discussing 
for decades with 
greater discretion.  

Using technical language like “age structure,” “de-
pendency ratio,” and “entitlement crisis,” estab-
lishment think tanks are raising the alarm:  if U.S. 
women don’t get busy having more children, we’ll 
face an aging workforce, slack consumer demand, 
and a stagnant economy.

Feminists generally believe that a prudish reli-
gious bloc is responsible for the protracted fight 
over reproductive freedom in the U.S. and that 
politicians only attack abortion and birth control 
to appeal to those “values voters.”  But hidden 
behind this conventional explanation is a dramatic 
fight over women’s reproductive labor.  On one 
side, elite policymakers want an expanding work-
force reared with a minimum of employer spend-
ing and a maximum of unpaid women’s work.  On 
the other side, women are refusing to produce 
children at levels desired by economic planners.  
By some measures our birth rate is the lowest 
it has ever been.  With little access to childcare, 
family leave, health care, and with insufficient male 
participation, U.S. women are conducting a spon-
taneous birth strike.

In other countries, panic over low birth rates has 
led governments to underwrite childbearing and 
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May AFS Meeting
Jenny Brown to talk on Birth Strike: The Hidden Fight 

Over Women’s Work 

Calendar
May 12	 AFS Board Meeting	 11:00 a.m.
May 12	 AFS General Meeting	 1:00 p.m.
May 18	 FFRF/AFS Open Mic Night	 7:00 p.m.
May 23	 FFRF/AFS Andrew Seidel on his   
	 book The Founding Myth	 8:00 p.m.

Jun 9 	 AFS Cookout  
	 (no meeting)	 12:00 p.m.
Jun 15	 FFRF/AFS Meeting (tent.)	 7:00 p.m.

All events are at AF Hall unless noted  
and are subject to change.

Be sure to like AFS’s Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought

For the latest in upcoming AFS events, join our Meetup group!  
meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society

Jenny Brown  

childrearing with generous universal programs, 
but in the U.S., women have not yet realized the 
potential of our bargaining position.  When we 
do, it will lead to new strategies for winning full 
access to abortion and birth control, and for 
improving the difficult working conditions U.S. 
parents now face when raising children.

Jenny Brown is a National Women’s Libera-
tion organizer and former editor of Labor Notes. 
She was a leader in the grassroots campaign to 
have “morning-after pill” contraception available 
over-the-counter in the U.S. and was a plaintiff in 
the winning lawsuit. 

In addition to Labor Notes, her work has ap-
peared in Jacobin, Huffington Post, and Alter-
net, and she is coauthor of the Redstockings 
book Women’s Liberation and National Health 
Care:  Confronting the Myth of America. She is 
the author of Without Apology: The Abortion 
Struggle Now.

Copies of Birth Strike will be available for pur-
chase and author signing after her talk.

https://secure.pmpress.org/index.php?l=product_detail&p=998
https://secure.pmpress.org/index.php?l=product_detail&p=998
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
http://womensliberation.org/
http://womensliberation.org/
https://labornotes.org/
https://www.jacobinmag.com/
https://www.huffpost.com/
https://www.alternet.org/
https://www.alternet.org/
https://www.redstockings.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=49&Itemid=104
https://www.redstockings.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=49&Itemid=104
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/610417/without-apology-by-jenny-brown/9781788735841/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/610417/without-apology-by-jenny-brown/9781788735841/
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Programs and Speakers
All programs are on the second Sunday of each month 
at AF Hall, 4775 N. Church Lane SE, Atlanta, GA, 
30339 unless otherwise noted.  Programs start at 
1:00 PM, but feel free to arrive at 12:00 for socializing.  
Visitors are always welcome. 

The views and opinions expressed by speakers at AFS do 
not necessarily reflect those of AFS members or its policy.

AFS Email List
The AFS Announcements email list provides subscribers with reminders and updates 
on AFS activities. Send an email to AFS-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
to subscribe. The AFS Forum email list is a place for discussions of freethought, athe-
ism, agnosticism, church-state separation and religion. To subscribe to this list, send 
an email to AFSForum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. The AFS Facebook page is 
at facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought. For calender information on AFS activities, 
please join the Meetup group. The AFS website is www.atlantafreethought.org.

To keep up to date on the Atlanta Freethought Society calendar of upcoming events, 
please join our Meetup group: meetu  om/Atlanta-Freethought-Society.

The Atlanta Freethought Society is a member-run organization dedicated to advancing 
freethought and protecting the rights and reputation of freethinkers, agnostics, atheists and 
humanists.

We welcome anyone who is interested in learning about living a good life free from 
religion through attending AFS speeches, debates, and discussions. We employ pro-
tests, letters to the editor, broadcast appearances, and any other reasonable and civil 
means available to achieve our mission.

We define freethought as “the forming of opinions about life in general and religion 
in particular on the basis of reason and the evidence of our senses, independently of 
tradition, authority, or established belief.”

We actively support a strict separation of church and state as the best means to 
guarantee liberty for all, regardless of religious belief or lack of belief.

We seek to educate ourselves on many topics but especially on religion and non-
religion.  We do this through a series of thought-provoking speakers and programs, 
and by maintaining a web forum and an extensive library of freethought, religious, 
and related books, pamphlets, videotapes, and audiotapes.

We provide an organization where freethinkers and non-theists can develop friend-
ships, talk freely, socialize and enjoy each other’s company.  We do not discriminate 
against anyone on such irrelevant grounds as race, sexual orientation, age, gender, 
class, or physical disability.  We welcome members and leaders of all political parties 
and preferences.  Any who are like-minded are welcome to join us.

Because we are designated by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) educational organization, con-
tributions to AFS are tax deductible.  

Views, opinions, positions or strategies expressed by authors are theirs alone and 
do not necessarily reflect the views, opinions, positions or strategies of the Atlanta 
Freethought Society or any member thereof.  The editors of Atlanta Freethought News 
reserve the right to edit or alter in any manner it sees fit any articles deemed to be 
obscene, offensive, defamatory, threatening, in violation of trademark, copyright 
or other laws, or is otherwise unacceptable; and also to correct grammar and to 
conserve space.

Atlanta Freethought News   
An AFS Publication

Editor: Laura Ross 
Assistant Editor: Steve Yothment

 
How to Contact the Editor

Send correspondence to AFS at:  
4775 N. Church Lane SE,  

Atlanta, GA 30339, 
phone Laura at 404-634-1005, or send  

e-mail to Laura@LauraRossDesign.com
or luara.mom@gmail.com

2019 President
Laura Ross – 404-825-0258

2019 Treasurer
Diane Buckner – 404-257-6008

2019 Secretary 
Dwight Lyman – 404-825-0260

2019 Board of Directors

Mark Banks – 770-354-1546
Michael Buckner – 404-633-2486
Judy Thompson – 404-296-2020
Steve Yothment – 678-364-8703

Atlanta Freethought News

Vol. 25, Number 5, May 2019 
Copyright © 2019 by the Atlanta Freethought 

Society, Inc. Signed articles are all copyright 
© 2019 by their respective authors.

Membership in AFS is $50/year per person,  
$20 for low income. 

Membership includes voting privileges and  
AFNews by email/USPS (indicate preferences). 

Sustaining Membership is $100. 

Life Membership is $1000. 

Subscriptions only are $30 for 12 issues. 

Please make checks and money orders payable to 
Atlanta Freethought Society

(or Paypal to afs@atlantafreethought.org).

Visit our Meetup page at  
meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society.

See AFS events and member views at:  
facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought.

Send E-mail to  
afs@atlantafreethought.org. 

AFS Wordpress specialist: Dwight Lyman 
AFS Facebook page: Laura Ross

Jun 9: No speaker, instead there will be a cookout with 
AFS providing hotdogs, hamburgers, and drinks. 
Attendees bring side dishes and desserts.

Jul 14: Kym LaRoux of The Satanic Temple’s National 
Council.

Aug 11: Open  

AFS-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
AFSForum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
http://www.atlantafreethought.org/
https://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
Laura@LauraRossDesign.com

Laura@LauraRossDesign.com

afs@atlantafreethought.org
https://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/
http://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought
afs@atlantafreethought.org
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Freedom From Religion Foundation of Georgia / Atlanta 
Freethought Society Events for May 2019

The fine folks of FFRF and AFS are going to round 
up some of our very talented members and 
friends to have an Open Mic Night/Talent Show 
at Atlanta Freethought Hall on Saturday, May 18 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., though doors open at 6:00 
p.m. so come early to socialize with like-minded 
people!

You too can blast us away with your mad skillz 
to the enjoyment of us all!

Some suggested performances:  Music, dance, 
magic tricks, stand up comedy, poetry readings, 
a Shakespearian skit or any other type of perfor-
mance you might have in mind.  Please let Mark 
Banks know ASAP what you want to do via 
e-mail at ffrfofga@gmail.com.

Thanks for your participation and let’s have a 
great time doing it!

Some brief announcements about our activities, 
future meetings and local issues will follow.  This 
is a joint meeting with the Atlanta Freethought 
Society.

FFRF will provide coffee and soft drinks. Please 
bring snacks (chips, dip, cookies, appetizers) and 
your favorite beverage.  All donations made at 
this event stay with FFRF for their local expenses.  
Like AFS, FFRF has no paid staff and all work is 
done by volunteers.  A very big thanks for those 
that have donated!

All events are free & open to the public.

The Founding Myth: Why Christian Nationalism  
is Un-American

Please join us at Atlanta Freethought Hall on Thursday, May 23 from 8:00 to 
10:00 p.m. for an informative talk by Andrew  
Seidel, a constitutional attorney for the Freedom 
From Religion Foundation, on his new book The 
Founding Myth: Why Christian Nationalism is Un-
American.  The book features a foreword by author 
Susan Jacoby and a preface by FFRF Co-President 
Dan Barker.  It will come out in May with positive 
reviews by many including renowned constitutional 
scholar Erwin Chemerinsky who describes it as “A 
beautifully written book” that “explodes a frequently 
expressed myth: that the United States was created 
as a Christian nation.”

Andrew Seidel is the Director of Strategic Response at FFRF, where he uses 
his law degree to challenge religious bullies.  He graduated cum laude from 

Tulane University (04) with a B.S. in Neu-
roscience and environmental science and 
magna cum laude from Tulane University 
Law school (09).  He studied human rights 
and international law at the University of 
Amsterdam. He completed his Master of 
Laws at Denver Law with a perfect GPA. 

When not fighting for the First Amend-
ment and Freedom From Religion Founda-
tion, Andrew writes for ThinkProgress, 
Religion News Service, Rewire News and 
Freethought Now!

Some brief announcements about our 
activities, future meetings, and local issues 
will follow.

This will be a joint meeting with the 
Atlanta Freethought Society.

FFRF will provide coffee and soft drinks. 
Please bring snacks (chips, dip, cookies, appetizers) and your favorite bever-
age.  All donations made at this event stay with FFRF for their local expenses.  

All events are free & open to the public.

Andrew Seidel  

Please save the dates for the Seventh Annual ZeroLandfill weekends!
1st Weekend Drop Off Materials: Friday, August 16th 3:00PM-6:00PM 
1st Weekend Pick-up Free Materials: Saturday, August 17th 8:00AM-12:00PM

2nd Weekend Drop Off Materials: Friday, August 23rd 3:00PM-6:00PM 
2nd Weekend Pick-up Free Materials: Saturday, August 24th 8:00AM-12:00PM

Sign up now!! 

Fridays (for donators & volunteers): zlatl2019fridays.eventbrite.com

Saturdays (for picking up FREE materials & volunteers): zlatl2019saturdays.eventbrite.com

Event location: Certified Finishes, 2333 Defoor Hills Rd NW, Atlanta, GA 30318

		  BRYANNA MERCER		  SARAH KEITHLY
		  ZeroLandfill Atlanta 2019 Chair	 ZeroLandfill Atlanta 2019 Co-Chair

404.812.0566 | www.iidageorgia.org

ffrfofga@gmail.com
https://thinkprogress.org/
https://religionnews.com/
https://rewire.news/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/freethoughtnow/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fzlatl2019fridays.eventbrite.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1vlm33SezwZmQ63D7MCcsgFrpFai57A28v6GP_A16aYL5qS7UbquGjXR4&h=AT2LiN61K4tbLpPulp-pZJKSxL15F6c1IF4HxMe1Jv4qgsqMG_bhtcgbkk6_icegagTinS6nFY16_QEqQrAvynlwCcUpe8EBYvwF2Ek0lCaPCksY0hDewXMYXsHz2qFH-2VWlOc
https://zlatl2019saturdays.eventbrite.com/?fbclid=IwAR0fFLWFs0Jauab95E39Vj-NSN-lqahIp1T5PoloI0TCeBuWt3sACnpkr1A
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American Atheists 
condemns Health and 
Human Resources for 

putting religion ahead of 
healthcare
www.atheists.org

Trump uses National Day of Prayer to 
announce discriminatory measures

By Rob Boston / Wall of Separation Blog • www.au.org

On May 2nd, American Atheists denounced a new 
“conscience rule” released by the Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS).  This final 
rule, which will now go into effect, allows health 
care providers, including hospitals and pharma-
cies, to deny treatment on the basis of religious 
disapproval.

“This new rule enshrines extreme religious view-
points into law at the expense of the health and 
safety of millions of Americans,” said Alison Gill, 
Vice President for Legal and Policy.  “With these 
changes, the Trump administration is putting the 
religious dogma of a few fundamentalists above 
the lives and well-being of women, elderly people, 
LGBTQ people, and others by allowing doctors 
and hospitals to refuse to provide necessary medi-
cal care to patients they disapprove of.”

“This has nothing to do with protecting religious 
freedom,” said Nick Fish, President of American 
Atheists.  “This is about the Trump administra-
tion doing everything in its power to advance the 
extreme ideology of religious supremacists, even 
if it will result in the deaths of women and LGBTQ 
people.  It is sad that this president is so transpar-
ently willing to trade lives for Evangelical votes.”

“Discrimination in health care is far too common 
already, and the Trump Administration is making 
it worse,” added Gill.  “For millions of Americans 
who live in small towns across the nation, finding 
a different hospital, doctor, or pharmacist simply 
isn’t an option, especially when it’s an emergency.”

When this religious refusal rule was first pro-
posed in January 2018, American Atheists stri-
dently opposed it.  This rule will allow a much 
broader range of people and entities involved in 
patient care—including insurance companies, re-
ceptionists scheduling appointments, and hospital 
administrators—to use religion to justify limiting 
patients’ access to needed health care.

“This attack on health care and access to re-
productive services is just the latest action by the 
Trump administration to allow religion to be used 
as a weapon against the most vulnerable,” said 
Fish.  “The American people see this for what it 
is—a cynical attempt to put religion above policy 
and dogma above people’s lives.” 

As Americans United suspected, President Donald Trump used the May 2nd 
observance of the National Day of Prayer to unveil two new initiatives that 
are likely to be very harmful.

Trump announced a new rule giving health care workers the right to cite 
their religious beliefs to deny care to patients and said his administration 
will take steps to ensure that faith-based adoption and foster care agencies 
that receive taxpayer funding can turn away anyone who fails to meet their 
religious test.

As I noted May 1, this new denial of care rule is likely to fall hard on mem-
bers of the LGBTQ community, but others – women seeking reproductive 
care, single moms, non-Christians, non-theists, etc. – could easily take a hit 
as well.  Anyone could be at risk.  Basically, what the Trump administration 
wants to do is give people the right to use their religion as a vehicle to dis-
criminate and deny services to others, including medical care.  Under these 
rules, your rights – and perhaps even your life – may hinge on someone else’s 
faith.

HHS has already released the new denial of care rule.  Americans United’s 
legal and public policy teams are analyzing it.  You’ll hear more from us on 
this rule soon.

Trump’s administration already has empowered taxpayer-funded foster care 
agencies in South Carolina to discriminate against prospective parents and 
volunteers who want to help children in need of loving families.  AU’s client, 
Aimee Maddonna, has already been a victim of this discrimination when an 
evangelical Christian agency turned her away solely because she’s Catholic 
– the “wrong” kind of Christian for Miracle Hill Ministries.  AU is suing on 
Aimee’s behalf to put an end to this practice that puts the religious beliefs of 
agencies ahead of the best interests of children.

You can call these policies lots of things, but it’s certainly not religious free-
dom.  Religious freedom is a treasured right of the American people, but it 
bestows no power on a person to discriminate against others or treat them 
as second class.

Americans United is not about to let the Trump administration and its 
Religious Right allies subject Americans to oppressive and dangerous forms 
of discrimination, especially under the guise of the noble principle of religious 
freedom.

The balance of Trump’s remarks consisted of his usual mix of falsehoods 
and braggadocio.  Trump claimed that he made it possible for houses of 
worship “to speak your mind” by repealing the Johnson Amendment, which 
protects the integrity of tax-exempt, nonprofit groups, including houses of 
worship, by ensuring they don’t intervene in partisan politics by endorsing 
or opposing candidates.  Trump claims this frequently, but it’s not true.  The 
Johnson Amendment remains the law.

Trump also asserted that people were afraid to say “Merry Christmas” 
before he took office, but now that’s changed – another lie.  Trump also 
claimed that his administration was protecting faith communities, but then 
enumerated a few examples of the devastating violence that has been di-
rected at houses of worship and people of certain faiths in recent months.  
Trump failed to acknowledge that his own xenophobic rhetoric has em-
boldened white Christian nationalists, neo-Nazis and racists who threaten 
religious freedom.

In short, it was another lousy day for religious freedom at the White 
House.

https://www.atheists.org/2019/05/conscience-rule-health-care/
https://www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/trump-uses-national-day-of-prayer-to-announce-discriminatory-measures
https://www.atheists.org/2018/01/hhs-religious-freedom-rule/
https://www.atheists.org/2018/01/hhs-religious-freedom-rule/
https://www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/tomorrow-you-should-feel-free-to-pray-or-not-its-your-call
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/05/02/hhs-announces-final-conscience-rule-protecting-health-care-entities-and-individuals.html
https://www.au.org/tags/maddonna-v-dept-of-health-and-human-services
https://www.au.org/church-state/february-2019-church-state-magazine/featured/johnson-amendment-undestroyed-trump-vowed
https://www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/its-time-for-a-cease-fire-in-the-war-on-christmas
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The unconstitutional National Day of Prayer and how to fight back
From the authors of Freethought Now • www.patheos.com/blogs/freethoughtnow

Some weeks, our attention is focused on a certain subject, and this week it 
was the misbegotten National Day of Prayer.

“The officially sanctioned National Day of Prayer — observed on May 2 this 
year — goes against the spirit of the secular Constitution,” FFRF Co-Presi-
dent Annie Laurie Gaylor asserts in an op-ed written for the Tribune 
News Service and published in the Atlantic City newspaper.  She uncovers the 
evangelical origins of the day (hint:  it involves a certain Rev. Graham) and 
contends that “it’s high time to end this phony tradition.”

In our “Newsbite” segment, FFRF Director of Strategic Response An-
drew Seidel provides a primer on the unconstitutional nature of the day.

So why isn’t such a day illegal?  Andrew explains in a column for Rewire 
News.

“When the Freedom From Religion Foundation sued over the National Day 
of Prayer statute in 2010, the district court correctly decided that it violated 
the First Amendment,” he writes.  “On appeal, the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals did not disagree — it couldn’t — but it tossed the case.  The court 
said that FFRF could not challenge the law in court, writing of its decision:  ‘If 
this means that no one has standing, that does not change the outcome.’”

That’s why we have to suffer through the day every year — as well as 
endure the incredible amount of religious pandering that politicians engage in 
during the observance.

No one can outdo President Trump when it comes to such pandering, and 
he again rose to the occasion this week.  This year, he actually started his 
groveling the evening before the day by boasting of his plans for a theocratic 
judiciary — a plot we’re doing our best to counter.

“FFRF has worked to stop some of the worst nominees, including Jeff 
Mateer,” we said.  “We’ve seen some success, but not nearly enough.  We 
need more members and more support, and we need this today.”

Trump continued his pandering at the National day of Prayer gathering at 
the Rose Garden by retelling a fib directly involving us: that he has gotten rid 
of the law that bans church electioneering.

“Trump is referring to the religious freedom executive order he signed on 
the National Day of Prayer in 2017,” we wrote in a press release.  “FFRF 
sued him over that order the same day — and we prevailed.  Trump’s at-
torneys admitted in court, ‘The [executive] order does not exempt religious 
organizations from the restrictions on political campaign activity applicable 
to all tax-exempt organizations.’”

Trump capped off the event by issuing a new Department of Health and 
Human Services religious rule that, as we pointed out, “could possibly 
endanger millions of Americans.”  Not exactly the right thing to do for the 
head of a constitutionally secular country.

But we in the secular community aren’t taking the whole National Day of 
Prayer nonsense lying down; we’re fighting back.  We have designated this 
week the Secular Week of Action, and on our Facebook Live “Ask an 
Atheist” feature, FFRF Co-President Dan Barker and Legal Assistant Kristi-
na Daleiden are joined via Skype with Sarah Levin of the Secular Coalition 
of America to discuss what the week actually means for us secular activists.

Sweet constitutional victories
We won a sweet victory in New York.

“The Clymer Central School District will no longer host a baccalaureate 

service ahead of graduation in addition to re-
moving prayer from the opening and closing of 
commencement,” the local paper reports.  “The 
decades-long tradition will end following a notice 
from the Freedom From Religion Foundation 
asking the school district to end what it viewed as 
‘unconstitutional practices.’”

We also got a large bible verse painting removed 
from a California school.  “The illustration of a 
bible verse on school property undeniably paints 
the picture that the school endorses that religious 
message,” Annie Laurie noted.

A sinister U.S.-Europe nexus
We delved into international matters, too.  After 
noting Trump’s National Day of Prayer remarks 
on our radio show this week, we spoke with U.K. 
journalist Nandini Archer, who worked on the 
news site Open Democracy’s recent eye-popping 
report on how the U.S. Religious Right has fun-
neled tens of millions of dollars to the European 
far right.  Don’t miss this interview.

Made homeless twice over
And we put up an extremely poignant blog by a 
Pakistani freethinker who’s been made homeless 
once again due to reprisals after the Easter Sun-
day bombings in Sri Lanka.

“We would never choose to come to Sri Lanka 
if it was safe for us in Pakistan,” he writes.  “And 
now Sri Lanka has become Pakistan.”

Come see Wendy Davis!
We had more cheerful news to announce, too.  
An advocate who captured national attention for 
standing up — at great length — for abortion 
rights is a headline speaker at the Freedom From 
Religion Foundation’s 42nd annual convention in 
Madison, Wis.  Wendy Davis, who catapulted 
into prominence in 2013 when she held a mara-
thon filibuster to protect women’s reproductive 
freedoms in Texas, will receive FFRF’s 2019 For-
ward Award in October.  Davis will be played in a 
forthcoming biopic by a major Hollywood star.

Ours Is Not a Christian Nation!
On our “Freethought Matters” TV show May 5th, 
Dan and Annie Laurie engaged in a lively discus-
sion with Andrew about his new book, The Found-
ing Myth: Why Christian Nationalism Is Un-American, 
which debunks a number of fictions about the 
origins of this country. (You can catch the show 
on our YouTube channel if you don’t live in one 
of the 11 cities where “Freethought Matters” airs.)

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/freethoughtnow/the-unconstitutional-national-day-of-prayer-and-how-to-fight-back/
https://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/opinion/commentary/national-day-of-prayer-and-the-u-s-constitution-have/article_49979599-563d-5566-a31e-80fd10de508f.html
https://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/opinion/commentary/national-day-of-prayer-and-the-u-s-constitution-have/article_49979599-563d-5566-a31e-80fd10de508f.html
https://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/opinion/commentary/national-day-of-prayer-and-the-u-s-constitution-have/article_49979599-563d-5566-a31e-80fd10de508f.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiAu1uI-N4g
https://rewire.news/religion-dispatches/2019/05/01/national-day-of-prayer-is-illegal-but-courts-wont-hear-challenges/
https://ffrf.org/news/news-releases/item/34670-trump-reveals-theocratic-agenda-for-judiciary
https://ffrf.org/news/news-releases/item/34676-president-retells-fib-during-national-day-of-prayer-observance
https://ffrf.org/news/news-releases/item/34684-new-trump-rule-will-sanction-religion-based-discrimination
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vZJNqFMYXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vZJNqFMYXk
http://www.post-journal.com/news/latest-news/2019/05/225-pm-clymer-to-end-baccalaureate-prayers-at-graduation-after-complaint/
https://ffrf.org/news/news-releases/item/34678-bible-verse-removed-from-california-school-following-ffrf-complaint
https://ffrf.org/news/radio
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/freethoughtnow/first-person-account-terrorism-creates-chaos-in-sri-lanka/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgPmt7XfXrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgPmt7XfXrE
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Other Meetings of Interest in Metro Atlanta
The Atlanta Science Tavern has several meetings planned. 
Please check meetup page for more information. (www.meetup.
com/AtlantaScienceTavern) 

The SOS (Secular Organizations for Sobriety) meets on 
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. in Roswell.  For more information, send an 
email to donnajgore@yahoo.com. 

We Agnostics Atlanta meets on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Galano Club, 585 Dutch Valley Rd NE, Atlanta, GA 30324. Club-
house phone number: (404) 881-9188. This is similar to Alcoholics 
Anonymous group.

Marietta Skeptic/Humanist Meetup has various get-to-
gethers and discussion groups.  Several upcoming events.  (www.
meetup.com/Marietta-Atheists-Meetup)

The Peachtree City Humanists participate in social and 
educational activities such as din-
ners, lunches, coffees, outdoor 
recreation, discussion groups, 
and book clubs with topics that 
include science, psychology, phi-
losophy.  (www.meetup.com/
Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH)

The Southern Crescent 
Freethinkers sponsor Naviga-
tors, Owl & Ibis:  A Confluence of 
Minds, and meet for dinner, etc. 
Several upcoming events each 
month.  (www.meetup.com/
Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers)

Recovery from Religion - 
Morrow Chapter meets monthly 
at Barnes & Noble Booksellers 
Southlake, 1939 Mount Zion Road, 
Morrow, GA.  Join the Meetup group 
for more information.  There is no 
proselytizing of any kind allowed at 
these meetings.  For more infor-
mation and resources, please visit 
www.recoveringfromreligion.org.  
(www.meetup.com/Recovering-
From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter)

There will be a meetup for De-
catur Atheists Sun, May 12th, 6 
pm, Thinking Man Tavern, 537 W. 
Howard Ave, in Decatur.  (www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists)

GUST (Gwinnett: Understanding Secular Truths) will 
meet at 7-9 pm, Mon, May 13th at UUCG, 12 Bethesda Church 
Rd, Lawrenceville.  At press time, the topic was not announced.  
(www.meetup.com/brights-295)

Atlanta Astronomy Club will meet on the third Friday at 
7:30 pm each month at Fernbank Science Center, 156 Heaton Park 
Dr, Atlanta, GA 30307 unless otherwise noted.  Check website for 
more info.  (www.atlantaastronomy.org)

Freedom From Religion Foundation of Georgia and 
AFS will have an Open Mic at Atlanta Freethought Hall from 7 
pm on Sat, May 18th at 7 ;m and Andrew Seidel will talk about his 
new book on Thur, May 23rd at 8 pm See page 3.   
(www.ffrfga.org - email is ffrfofga@gmail.com) 

Atlanta Atheists will have its Third Sunday meetup on Sun, 
May 19th, 2 pm, at Rose & Crown Tavern at 1931 Powers Ferry 
Road, Atlanta.  (www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists)

Black Nonbelievers will have a meeting on Sun. May 19 3pm 
at The Bakery, 825 Warner St SW, Atlanta.  This meeting falls on 
the birthday of legendary activist Malcolm X, so it will be fit-
ting to discuss his life, his work, the controversy of the Nation of 
Islam, and where we think Malcolm would stand philosophically 
if he were alive today.  As always, refreshments will be provided 
and there will be merchandise for sale.  www.meetup.com/
Black-Nonbelievers

Sunday Assembly Atlanta’s upcoming assembly is Sun, May 
19th, 5:30 pm at First Existentialist Congregation, 470 Candler 
Park Dr NE, Atlanta.  

At press time, the topic had not 
been announced--check the Meetup 
page and/or Facebook for more 
information.

This is also a potluck supper.  All are 
welcome.  SAA is an extremely ac-
tive community with a large number 
of upcoming events including rock 
chorus, secular support, mindfulness 
meditation, wonder club, urban won-
der, book club, volunteering, queer 
beyond belief group, public speaking 
series, etc.  (www.meetup.com/
Sunday-Assembly)

Ethical Humanists of Atlanta: 
Next meeting is Sun, May 26, 12:30-2 
pm at Martin Luther King Jr Rec-
reation Center, 110 Hilliard St SE, 
Atlanta. “Our shared task is to live 
decently, compassionately, and car-
ingly in the world we inhabit.”  Come 
join the conversation. Ethical living is 
the philosophy of making decisions 
for daily life which take into account 
ethics and moral values, particularly 
with regard to consumerism, sustain-
ability, environmentalism, wildlife and 
animal welfare.  (www.meetup.com/
Ethical-Humanists-of-Atlanta) 

Meetup for Atlanta Atheists Sun, Apr 28th, 4 pm, Olde 
New Realm Brewing, 550 Somerset Terrace NE #101, Atlanta.  
(www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists)

Atlanta Skeptics has “Drinking Skeptically” on the first Friday 
of each month at 7 pm.  As 5 Season’s Brewing is now closed, they 
are meeting at Marlow’s Tavern, 5590 Prado Pl, Sandy Springs, 
though location is subject to change.   (www.meetup.com/
AtlantaSkeptics)

Atlanta Atheists has first Sunday meetups each month: the 
place varies. Check Meetup for info on the get-together.  (www.
meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists) 

Fellowship of Reason is going into their 21st year and meets 
on the first Sunday of every month at 10:30 AM at AF Hall. There 
are meetings for book discussion, philosophy, a classic film course, 
and other events.  (www.fellowshipofreason.com)

http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaScienceTavern
http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaScienceTavern
donnajgore@yahoo.com
http://www.meetup.com/Marietta-Atheists-Meetup/
http://www.meetup.com/Marietta-Atheists-Meetup/
http://www.meetup.com/Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH/
http://www.meetup.com/Peachtree-City-Humanists-PTCH/
http://www.meetup.com/Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers
http://www.meetup.com/Southern-Crescent-Freethinkers
http://www.recoveringfromreligion.org
http://www.meetup.com/Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter/
http://www.meetup.com/Recovering-From-Religion-Morrow-Chapter/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.meetup.com/brights-295/
http://www.atlantaastronomy.org
https://www.ffrfga.org/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
www.meetup.com/Black-Nonbelievers/
www.meetup.com/Black-Nonbelievers/
http://www.meetup.com/Sunday-Assembly/
http://www.meetup.com/Sunday-Assembly/
https://www.meetup.com/Ethical-Humanists-of-Atlanta/
https://www.meetup.com/Ethical-Humanists-of-Atlanta/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaSkeptics/
http://www.meetup.com/AtlantaSkeptics/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Atheists/
http://www.fellowshipofreason.com
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If you’ve enjoyed w
hat you’ve read, w

e enthusiastically invite you to join the A
tlanta Freethought  

Society. Every m
onth you w

ill get our acclaim
ed m

onthly new
sletter, the Atlanta Freethought N

ew
s, 

voting rights in the organization—
and enjoym

ent of the superb speakers w
e have com

ing up, as w
ell 

as the social and activist events that w
e sponsor!

Individual m
em

berships: O
ne person can becom

e a m
em

ber for $50 per year. 

Sustaining m
em

berships: O
ne person can becom

e a sustaining m
em

ber for $100 per year. 

Life m
em

berships: A
void the hassle of renew

ing every year.  A
 life m

em
bership lasts a lifetim

e.

P
aper new

sletter: W
e encourage m

em
bers to receive the new

sletter by em
ail. T

his avoids the 
printing and m

ailing expenses.  B
ut if you really w

ant the paper version of the new
sletter, just let us 

know
 and w

e w
ill send it to you at no additional charge. (You can also pick up a paper new

sletter at 
any A

FS m
eeting.)

T
hank you for your support!  W

e look forw
ard to your being w

ith us in the com
ing m

onths!

A
nnual dues are:	

M
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bership	D
ues	# of m

em
s	Total 

Individual	
$50	

_
_

_
_

_
_	$_

_
_

_
_

_
_	

N
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e	
__________________________________________

Low
 Incom

e	
$20	

_
_

_
_

_
_	$_

_
_

_
_

_
_	

A
ddress:_________________________________________

	Sustaining	
$100	

_
_

_
_

_
_	$_

_
_

_
_

_
_		


__________________________________________

M
em

ber
Life M

em
ber	

$1000	
_

_
_

_
_

_	$_
_

_
_

_
_

_	
Phone: H

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_W
_______________

Subscription only	
$30	

_
_

_
_

_
_	$_

_
_

_
_

_
_	

Em
ail:	

__________________________________________
B

ooks			



$_

_
_

_
_

_
_	

A
ny other things you’d like to tell us?

				





________________________________________________
Shipping and handling for B

ooks	
$_

_
_

_
_

_
_	

________________________________________________
Extra donation (T

hank you!)		
$_

_
_

_
_

_
_	

________________________________________________
		


Total:	

$_______	
____________________________________________________

R
eceive new

sletter by em
ail 

(N
o charge for m

em
bers)

R
eceive paper new

sletter by m
ail 

(N
o charge for m

em
bers)     

Save tim
e and postage  

by m
aking a paym

ent via P
a

yp
a

l to:
afs@

atlantafreethought.org

A
FS A

rt D
isplay P

rogram
4775 N

. C
hurch Lane SE A

tlanta, G
A

 30339
w

w
w

.atlantafreethought.org     afs@
atlantafreethought.org

Person or entity displaying art:

Address: 

Phone(s):  

Em
ail:   

D
escription of artw

ork (subject, color, dim
ensions, w

eight, fram
e, 

price, m
aterials, other info —

 list on separate page if necessary): 

D
isplay dates: from

 
 to 

O
w

ner if other than above:

Address:   

Phone(s):  

Em
ail:   

Is artw
ork for sale? Yes / N

o   $ 
 U

pon sale 
ow

ner agrees to pay AFS a 33.3%
 fee.

Term
s: All artw

ork displays w
ill be subm

itted to Atlanta 
Freethought Society art com

m
ittee for approval (afs@

atlantaf-
reethought.org).  Installation &

 rem
oval w

ill be done by artist/
ow

ner overseen by AFS art com
m

ittee.  D
am

age to building 
w

ill be repaired by artist/ow
ner. The ow

ner assum
es all risk for 

artw
ork at all tim

es.  AFS w
ill not be responsible for any dam

age 
or loss w

hile artw
ork is in our posession.

O
w

ner agrees to term
s: 

Signature/date

AFS Art Com
m

ittee approval: 
Signature/date  

 

AFS-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
www.atlantafreethought.org
afs@atlantafreethought.org
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