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Steve Lowe: “Should a Man Who Was One of the Most
Famous Americans of the 19th Century Be Forgotten?

Robert Green Ingersoll 1833-1899 CE” (via Zoom)

On Sunday, August 9th, AFS will again host one of
our favorite speakers who will speak about one
of our favorite non-believers. Steven Lowe is a
gay atheist/humanist activist based in Washington,
~ D.C. He grew up in rural
Virginia and attended the
University of Virginia.
After earning a BA in
mathematics, Steve joined
the Peace Corps where
he served for two years

N
Al in Zaire teaching second-
1 ary school mathematics
’ an MBA from George
o——— “sssssie, Washington University in

in French. He earned

Washington, DC. In 2001
he retired from a twenty-
year career in sales and operations with various
U.S. telephone companies.

Steven C. Lowe

He has been active in the Freethought, Human-
ist, and Atheist movement since 2001, when he
discovered the illuminating works of the Four
Horsemen (Dawkins, Hitchens, Harris, and
Dennett). He has researched and published
articles about Robert G. Ingersoll, gives walking
tours about Ingersoll’s life in Washington, D.C.,
and founded the Robert G. Ingersoll Oratory
Contest, which has been held three times.

He is a longtime member of the board of direc-
tors of the Washington Area Secular Human-
ists, and since 2015, a member of the Board of
Directors of American Atheists, Inc.

From Encyclopedia Brittanica: Robert G. Inger-
soll was an American politician and orator known
as “the great agnostic” who popularized the higher
criticism of the Bible, as well as humanistic phi-
losophy and scientific rationalism.

Although he had little formal education, Inger-
soll was admitted to the lllinois bar in 1854, and
he subsequently enjoyed a lucrative law practice
in Peoria, lll., New York City, and Washington,
D.C. After service in the American Civil War
(1861-65), he became a staunch Republican, serv-
ing as lllinois attorney general (1867—69) and as
a party spokesman in pre5|dent|al campalgns In

spite of his outstanding contribution to his politi-
cal party, his unorthodox religious views deterred
Republican administrations from appointing him
to the Cabinet or to the diplomatic posts that he
desired. Nationally known as a lecturer, Inger-
soll was in great demand and received as much

as $3,500 for a single evening’s performance, in
which with brilliant oratory and wit he sought to
expose the orthodox superstitions of the times.

Ingersoll’s principal lec-
tures and speeches, pub-
lished as Some Mistakes of
Moses (1879) and Why | Am
Agnostic (1896), are found in
The Works of Robert G. In-
gersoll, 12 vol. (1902), edited
by Clinton P. Farrell.

Steve Yothment again has
set up a free Zoom session Ingersoll
for Sunday, August 8 from 1:00-2:30 p.m. Login
at 12:30 to socialize and everyone is welcome to
hang out and chat afterwards. Below is the meet-
ing invitation as generated by Zoom. Log in with
a computer, tablet, or smart phone.

Robert Green

AFS August Meeting
August 9, 2020 1:00-2:30 PM (EST)

To join Zoom meeting go to link below:
us02web.zoom.us/j/86843137944

Meeting ID: 868 4313 7944

Calendar

General Meeting on Zoom
General Meeting on Zoom

Aug 9
Sep I3

All events are via Zoom unless noted
and are subject to change.

| pm
| pm



https://www.amazon.com/Works-Robert-Ingersoll-Complete-Volumes-ebook/dp/B007W6QSQK/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&hvadid=77859225360493&hvbmt=bb&hvdev=c&hvqmt=b&keywords=works+of+robert+ingersoll&qid=1596502167&s=digital-text&sr=1-1&tag=mh0b-20
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https://feed.cf-se.com/v2/click/?gd=SY1002501&uid=&sid=&q=Washington%20Area%20secular%20humanists&searchProvider=2&searchSource=80&searchTagId=ptvl!%3D!tracingTag%253DC23%2526tracingTag%253Dus-east-1%2526tracingTag%253Dg1!%26!ptnvls!%3D!%257B%257D!%26!ptvls!%3D!%257B%2522C%2522%253A%252223%2522%257D&original=http%3A%2F%2Fwash.org%2F&linktype=Organic&referrer=&agent=&page=0&mkt=&c=23&d=&td=&n=&af=1&at=search&AdUnitId=11715622&AdUnitName=cf_searchforacause_we_org1&tid=9d1828ea-b98c-45d2-a975-a09b866672fd&adPosition=4&isid=&ab_isSticky=&ab_startDate=&ab_endDate=&ab_per=&nu=&ptv=2&geo=us&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftab.gladly.io%2Fsearch&displayUrl=wash.org&resultType=organic
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https://www.atheists.org/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Robert-G-Ingersoll
http://www.meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society/

Programs and Speakers

All programs are on the second Sunday of each month
at AF Hall, 4775 N. Church Lane SE, Atlanta, GA,
30339 unless otherwise noted. Programs start at
1:00 PM, but feel free to arrive at 12:00 for socializing.
Visitors are always welcome.

The views and opinions expressed by speakers at AFS do
not necessarily reflect those of AFS members or its policy.

August 9: Steven Lowe on Robert Green Ingersoll
September 13: Cecil Bothwell

October 11: TBA

November 8: TBA

December 13: TBA

AFS Email List

The AFS Announcements email list provides subscribers with reminders and updates
on AFS activities. Send an email to AFS-Announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
to subscribe. The AFS Forum email list is a place for discussions of freethought, athe-
ism, agnosticism, church-state separation and religion. To subscribe to this list, send
an email to AFSForum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. The AFS Facebook page is
at facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought. For calender information on AFS activities,
please join the Meetup group. The AFS website is www.atlantafreethought.org.

To keep up to date on the Atlanta Freethought Society calendar of upcoming events,
please join our Meetup group: meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society.

The Atlanta Freethought Society is a member-run organization dedicated to advancing
freethought and protecting the rights and reputation of freethinkers, agnostics, atheists and
humanists.

We welcome anyone who is interested in learning about living a good life free from
religion through attending AFS speeches, debates, and discussions. We employ pro-
tests, letters to the editor, broadcast appearances, and any other reasonable and civil
means available to achieve our mission.

We define freethought as “the forming of opinions about life in general and religion
in particular on the basis of reason and the evidence of our senses, independently of
tradition, authority, or established belief.”

We actively support a strict separation of church and state as the best means to
guarantee liberty for all, regardless of religious belief or lack of belief.

We seek to educate ourselves on many topics but especially on religion and non-
religion. We do this through a series of thought-provoking speakers and programs,
and by maintaining a web forum and an extensive library of freethought, religious,
and related books, pamphlets, videotapes, and audiotapes.

We provide an organization where freethinkers and non-theists can develop friend-
ships, talk freely, socialize and enjoy each other’s company. We do not discriminate
against anyone on such irrelevant grounds as race, sexual orientation, age, gender,
class, or physical disability. VWe welcome members and leaders of all political parties
and preferences. Any who are like-minded are welcome to join us.

Because we are designated by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) educational organization, con-
tributions to AFS are tax deductible.

Views, opinions, positions or strategies expressed by authors are theirs alone and

do not necessarily reflect the views, opinions, positions or strategies of the Atlanta
Freethought Society or any member thereof. The editors of Atlanta Freethought News
reserve the right to edit or alter in any manner it sees fit any articles deemed to be
obscene, offensive, defamatory, threatening, in violation of trademark, copyright

or other laws, or is otherwise unacceptable; and also to correct grammar and to
conserve space.
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How to Contact the Editor

Send correspondence to AFS at:

4775 N. Church Lane SE,

Atlanta, GA 30339,

phone Laura at 404-634-1005, or send
e-mail to Laura@LauraRossDesign.com
or luara.mom@gmail.com

2020 Board of Directors

Mark Banks — 770-354-1546

Diane Buckner, Treasurer — 404-257-6008
Michael Buckner — 404-633-2486

Dwight Lyman, Secretary — 404-825-0260
Laura Ross, President — 404-825-0258
Judy Thompson — 404-296-2020

Steve Yothment — 678-364-8703
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Membership in AFS is $50/year per person,
$20 for low income.

Membership includes voting privileges and
AFNews by email/USPS (indicate preferences).

Sustaining Membership is $100.
Life Membership is $1000.
Subscriptions only are $30 for 12 issues.

Please make checks and money orders payable to
Atlanta Freethought Society
(or Paypal to afs@atlantafreethought.org).

Visit our Meetup page at
meetup.com/Atlanta-Freethought-Society.

See AFS events and member views at:
facebook.com/AtlantaFreethought.

Send E-mail to
afs@atlantafreethought.org.

AFS Wordpress specialist: Dwight Lyman
AFS Facebook page: Laura Ross, Ed Buckner,
Steve Yothment
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Religion or Liberation: Black Atheists
Say “Choose One!”
by Black Nonbelievers

ATLANTA - July 27, 2020 - Following a powerful “Black Family Discussion”,
Black Nonbelievers has launched a billboard campaign aimed at encouraging
the Black community to evaluate their religious beliefs as aiding and abetting
White supremacy.

The organization also charges that said beliefs are a hindrance to liberation
from oppressive systems, which can derail progress for our communities.

G5 b e AATEST

FREE YOURSELF FROM
RELIGION AND FIND
:mug yBEnATIQN
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blasknonhellgvari,org org ASKBNOQRG

“Christianity was definitely a useful tool for enslavers,” says Black Non-
believers Founder and President, Mandisa Thomas. “It conditioned us to
accept harsh treatment and oppression and even gave us a way to view that
acceptance as godly behavior. We were trained to ‘serve our earthly mas-
ters’ as a proxy of how earnestly we would serve our ‘heavenly master’—all
while we waited for justice and our reward in the next life.”

Co-sponsored by the Stiefel Freethought Foundation, the new billboards
are displayed near 1-75/85 at Langford Parkway, and Peachtree Road, near
Piedmont Hospital.

FREE YOURSELF FROM
RELIGION AND FIND
TRUE LIBERATION

i\

“One major concern to many of us is how much the Black community still
tightly holds on to Christianity in particular,” says Thomas. “While the gen-
eral nonreligious demographic is on the rise in the U.S., the numbers in our
communities are significantly lower in comparison. And as anti-racism work
becomes a focal point, it is clear that something as foundational as faith could
be predisposing us to more oppression, and for longer periods of time.

“We understand that this is a tough request. It may be difficult to accept
the complicity. But given the history of Christianity—especially as it relates
to Black community—we must address it. We are ready.”

Black Nonbelievers is a 501¢3 nonprofit organization. Headquartered in
the Atlanta area, they connect with other Blacks (and allies) who are living
free of religion and might otherwise be shunned by family and friends, in a
caring, festive, and informative environment. Instead of accepting dogma,
Black Nonbelievers determines truth and morality through reason and
evidence.

Contact
Mandisa Thomas
mandisa@blacknonbelievers.org
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Department of Education
Could Put Atheist
Students in Harm’s Way

atheists.org

On August 3rd, American Atheists warned the
U.S. Department of Education that its proposal to
collect religious bullying data could result in anti-
atheist bullying.

According to the proposal, the Trump Admin-
istration would force school staff to collect data
on the victim’s apparent religion. With this data
collection method, schools would inappropriately
investigate and consider students’ religion—en-
dangering student privacy and safety. Instead of
this staff-driven data collection method, Ameri-
can Atheists recommends anonymous student
self-reporting to improve reliability and ensure
privacy.

“When students’ religion or lack thereof is
disclosed to other youth and school staff, students
may be bullied, harassed, or face discrimination
for their worldview,” said Alison Gill, American
Atheists’ Vice President for Legal and Policy, who
submitted the comments. “Teachers may dis-
criminate by grading students differently, offering
them less help, or excluding them from opportu-
nities and activities.”

According to a 2016 study, 18% of students
reported verbal harassment based on actual or
perceived religion.

“Religious bullying in schools is all too common,
and faculty inquiries into students’ religious beliefs
will necessarily also become common if this new
proposal is added,” said Gill. “Many students do
not want their religious beliefs revealed to school

staff or other students.”

For example, American
Atheists’ recent survey
of nonreligious Ameri-
cans found that more
than two in five (42.8%)
always or mostly conceal
their nonreligious beliefs
at schools.

“American Atheists
urges the [Department
of Education’s] Office for
Civil Rights to reconsid-
er the proposed method
for collecting this data,” said Gill. “The currently
proposed method would endanger students’
safety and privacy, obscure the reality of religious
bullying, and risk misuse of information.”

Page 3


mandisa@blacknonbelievers.org
https://pressroom.prlog.org/blacknonbelievers/
https://www.atheists.org/2020/08/department-of-education-data-collection-atheists/
https://www.atheists.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CRDC-Religious-Bullying-Disaggregation-Comment-American-Atheists-July2020-FINAL.pdf
https://www.atheists.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CRDC-Religious-Bullying-Disaggregation-Comment-American-Atheists-July2020-FINAL.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED574775.pdf

Tell your reps: Murder of American citizen in Pakistan for blasphemy shows
need to repeal barbaric laws

ffrf.org
Pakistan’s horrific anti-blasphemy law has claimed another victim — this blasphemous messages to the government. In-
time an American citizen from lllinois. Please take a moment to urge your stead of repealing its horrific blasphemy law, or at
federal representatives to take a stand against blasphemy laws around least condemning vigilante attacks connected to it,
the globe. the government has encouraged civilians to take
In late July, Tahir Ahmed Naseem was shot dead during a hearing regard- ~ action to enforce the law.
ing accusations that Naseem Pakistan’s blasphemy law

violated the country’s law
prohibiting blasphemy. The
killer reportedly confessed
that he targeted Naseem
because of his alleged
blasphemy.

repealed its blasphemy ban in

r‘HE(URNING A DEBATE ON THE ¥¥1 s not unique. Ireland only
0 and many other coun-
asls Or BLASPHEMY LAW - 2018 anc mam o

tries still have similar bans on

the books. Pakistan is merely
lS NOT ‘ one example showing why
BLASPHEMY!

these laws have no place in a
modern, free society.

Pakistani’s blasphemy law
carries the possibility of a
death sentence, and Naseem’s
murder is only the latest in
a long line of deaths con-
nected to this law. Blasphemy
is a hugely sensitive issue in
conservative Muslim Pakistan,
with unproven allegations
leading to dozens of attacks

Blasphemy is a victimless
crime and, as Bertrand Rus-
sell said, “Every great idea
starts out as blasphemy.”

For several years, Congress
has failed to pass proposed bi-
partisan resolutions calling for
the global repeal of blasphemy

since 1990. c 1 AN laws. Contact your elected
In 2017, the Pakistani gov- representatives and ask them

ernment sent text messages to millions of Pakistanis warning them against to protect the rights of freethinkers worldwide by

sharing “blasphemous” content online, with instructions on how to report condemning blasphemy, heresy and apostasy laws.

Become a Member!

(Or renew your membership with this form or online at www.AtlantaFreethought.org!)
Individual memberships: One person can become a member for $50 per year.

Sustaining memberships: One person can become a sustaining member for $100 per year.

Life memberships: Avoid the hassle of renewing every year. A $1000 life membership lasts a lifetime.

Paper newsletter: We encourage members to receive the newsletter by email. This avoids the printing and mailing expenses.
But if you really want the paper version of the newsletter, just let us know and we will send it to you at no additional charge. (You
can also pick up a paper newsletter at any AFS meeting.)

Thank you for your support! We look forward to your being with us in the coming months!

Membership Dues # of mems Total

Individual $50 $ Name

Low Income $20 $ Address:

Sustaining $100 $

Member

Life Member $1000 $ Phone: H \'A"
Subscription only $30 $ Email:

Extra donation (Thank you!) $

Total: $
[ Receive PDF of newsletter by email

Save time, postage, and keep your hands clean

by making a payment via Paypal to:
[ Receive paper newsletter by post y &2 pay yp

afs@atlantafreethought.org
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Right-Wing Evangelical Men’s Group Tries For A Comeback

By Rob Boston / Wall of Separation Blog

Back in the 1990s, some observers speculated
that the Promise Keepers (PK), an evangelical
Christian men’s group, would spearhead a new
wave of Religious Right activism.

It didn’t happen. The organization, founded by
former University of Colorado football coach Bill
McCartney, was known for holding mass rallies in
sports stadiums that attracted hundreds of thou-
sands of men. For a time, it looked as if the group
really might sweep the nation.

But that peak was impossible to sustain. For
various reasons, Promise Keepers went into
decline. The organization, based in Colorado
Springs, once had 345 people on its staff. It now
has 28. Its budget, which reached $30 million

20 years ago, now stands at $2 million. Prom-
ise Keepers’ current CEO, Ken Harrison, is an
unpaid volunteer.

Veteran religion reporter Adelle Banks of
Religion News Service wrote an interesting
story July 31 about Promise Keepers’ hopes for
a comeback. The group held a virtual rally Friday
and Saturday that a reported 500 U.S. churches
agreed to simulcast. The event was translated
into Spanish and a few other languages.

In the late ‘90s, many of us who monitor Chris-
tian nationalist groups were curious as to what
Promise Keepers were all about. Seeking to get
a better understanding of this movement and its
goals, | attended a June 1997 PK event at Robert
F. Kennedy Stadium in Washington, D.C. At the
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time, there was a lot of talk about the Promise Keepers “going political.” Af-
ter attending the two-day rally, | concluded that they didn’t really need to do
this because they already were. (| later wrote about the event in my 2000
book Close Encounters with the Religious Right.)

During the rally, | heard the same messages I'd been hearing at Religious
Right events since 1988: LGBTQ rights must be curbed. Because it is God’s
plan for women to submit to men, husbands should run households. The
Bible, which is to be read literally, provides answers to every issue we face.
Contemporary culture mocks Christianity.

Twenty-three years have passed, but things don’t appear to have changed
for PK. Banks reported that the schedule for the weekend Promise Keepers
event included a session featuring My Faith Votes, a group whose honorary
co-chairmen include U.S. Housing and Urban Development Secretary Ben
Carson and Mike Huckabee, the former Republican governor of Arkan-
sas and unsuccessful presidential candidate — yet Harrison denied that the
group is wading into politics. (Several
speakers, however, are affiliated with
far-right politics, among them David
Barton, a notorious Christian national-
ist pseudo-historian who’s one of the
backers of Project Blitz, which seeks
to pass right-wing legislation in the
states.)

“We are not going to take on politics
in any way, shape or form,” Harrison
said. “But some of the things we do,
talking about justice, standing up for
justice, people will come to their own
political conclusion.”

To me, it’s 1997 all over again. When
PK men spend two days hearing a
constant bombardment of right-wing
culture war messages, they really don’t
need to be told explicitly how to vote.
Chances are, they can figure that out
for themselves.

Will this work? Can Promise Keep-
ers rise again? Call me skeptical. PK
is offering a product that fewer and fewer Americans want. At a time when
racial justice is a growing concern, PK has little to say about this issue. (In-
deed, some observers believe Promise Keepers went into decline in the late
1990s because its leaders began talking about the need for racial reconcilia-
tion. The conservative, white, evangelical men who formed the group’s base
weren’t interested and drifted away.) At a time when increasing numbers of
Americans support LGBTQ rights, PK remains homophobic. At a time when
women’s rights are on the upswing, Promise Keepers tells women to stay
home and follow the guidance of “godly” husbands. At a time when America
is more diverse than ever (including growing numbers of Americans leaving
religion altogether), PK remains wedded to a vision of the nation mired in
the 1950s.

While the brand of far-right, “he-man” evangelism offered by PK still has
adherents, it doesn’t represent our nation’s future. That’s a significant chal-
lenge to any sort of comeback the group wants to mount.

Page 5


https://www.au.org/blogs/promise-keepers-comeback
https://religionnews.com/2020/07/31/promise-keepers-stages-a-comeback-but-returns-on-screens-instead-of-in-a-stadium/
https://religionnews.com/2020/07/31/promise-keepers-stages-a-comeback-but-returns-on-screens-instead-of-in-a-stadium/
https://www.amazon.com/Close-Encounters-Religious-Right-Journeys/dp/157392797X
https://ministrywatch.com/promise-keepers-2020-guys-god-and-the-gop/
https://ministrywatch.com/promise-keepers-2020-guys-god-and-the-gop/
https://www.au.org/tags/project-blitz

AF Hall
4775 N. Church Lane SE
Atlanta, GA 30339

Steven Lowe
(via Zoom)

Atlanta Freethought News is produced by the Atlanta Freethought Society, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit, member-run, educational
organization created to advance freethought and protect freethinkers. Any freethought, atheist, secular humanist, agnostic, or ra-
tionalist group is granted permission to reproduce anything from our newsletter not expressly labeled otherwise (acknowledgement
of AFS and author appreciated). Articles published represent the official opinion of AFS only when that is clearly stated; all other
opinion is that of the individual author.
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